LETTERS LETTERS 

KAHANE’S U.S. FUND-RAISING TOUR 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir. — Your readers are well in- 
formed about the extreme measures 
advocate;! by Rabbi Meir Kahane, 
e.g.. the forcible expulsion from 
Israel of its Arab citizens. An inci- 
dent from his recent fund-raising 
tour of America demonstrates the 
essential character of his move- 
ment. 

In connection with Rabbi 
Kahane's appearance in 
Washington. D.C., the Washington 
Chapter of the American Jewish 
Committee and the Mid-Atlantic 
Council of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations issued the 
following statement, in a leaflet ac- 
companying a reprint of The 
Jerusalem Post editorial “A threat 
named Kahane”: 

"We believe the cause of peace in 
the Middle Hast is ill-served by any 
organization or Individual that ad- 
vocates the use of terror or violence 
or physical intimidation. Koch is 
such an organization and Meir 
Kahane is such an individual, and 
while their views represent only a 
small extremist element on the 
political spectrum, they are, none- 
theless, an embarrassment. The 
vast majority of American and 
Israeli Jews have rightly recognized 


Kahane as a mean-spirited 
troublemaker whose words and 
[ deeds must be rejected. On this oc- 
casion of his visit to Washington, we 
remind you of this fact and we cal] 
your attention to a Jerusalem Past 
editorial, entitled, "A threat named 
Kahane,” reprinted in full on the 
reverse side." 

Rabbi Kahane spoke on March 4 
to some 80 people at Temple Sinai 
(which last year permitted two West 
Bank mayors to hire a hall). Temple 
Sinai had agreed to make the leaflet 
available to people as they entered 
the building. Almost immediately 
after the leaflets were placed on a 
table by (he executive directors of 
the AJC chapter and the 
Washington Jewish Community 
Council, one of Rabbi Kahane's 
meeting staff seized and made off 
with them. After the leaflets were 
retrieved from the ladies’ rest room, 

I personally handed them out just 
outside the entrance to the building. 
Shortly after Rabbi Kahane arrived, 
one of his entourage attacked me 
from behind, ripping the leaflets 
from my hands. This happened in 
the presence of witnesses. 

FEARFUL 
l Name and address supplied) 
Bethesda, Maryland. 


MAX FISHER NOT CONFRONTED 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — Wolf Blitzer’s article 
"Retreat at the White House” 
(March 13), is in error. As two peo- 
ple who attended the meeting, we 
find serious fault, not with his 
chronology of the events, but his 
continual characterization of the 
meeting at the Hay-Adams Hotel 
and with the President in the 
Cabinet room of the White House, 
as a confrontation between Max 
Fisher and Ted Cummings opposed 
to the rest of the group. Throughout 
the article, there are words such as 
revolt, sharply rebuffed, warned, 
etc. Other words such as disagreed, 
differed or counselled would have 
been more appropriate. 

The entire characterization of 
Fisher's, “trembling voice” which 


"was barely audible while reading 
the statement: he was obviously 
apologetic about letting Reagan 
know how concerned the Jewish 
community was,” is certainly 
wrong. The fact is, the statement in 
its written form was delivered to the 
President before the meeting. 
Fisher’s voice didn't^ tremble, he 
was reading from an unfahdliar text. 

Fisher's approach was different 
than ours. But in all fairness, Fisher 
has a great deal more experience in 
working with the executive branch. 
Perhaps we disagree with Max 
Fisher’s approach to the issue, but 
we certainly had no intention of any 
kind of confrontation with him. 

ROBERT H. ASHER 
. EDWARD C. LEVY, Jr. 
Chicago and Detroit. 


RAMOT ROAD, SEEN 
, FROM NEW YORK 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — As an American Jew, I am 
deeply concerned about the State of 
Israel and its citizens. 

When I read in your paper about 
(he terrorist attack on the Egged 
bus in the Ramot quarter, the 
grenade blast in Gaza, the knifing of 
the Egged bus driver near Gilo, 
arms from Germany to Saudi 
Arabia, I think that is to be ex- 
pected. 

But when I read about Jews 
throwing bottles and stones at other 
Jews because of the Sabbath traffic 
along the Ramot road, I think it is 
senseless and uncalled for. Arc the 
Jewish people running out of 
enemies and conflicts that they are 
now trying to kill each other? 

Surely a country that ac- 
complished so much in so little time 
could resolve this issue sensibly, 1 
hope so. 

ABRAHAM TARNAPOLL 
Treadwell, New York. 

HEALTH SERVICE 
PRAISED 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir. — 1 would like to pay a small 
but sincere tribute to the efficiency 
as well as the kindness, of the Israeli 
public health service. 

Having been bitten by a dog on 
my first morning in Tel Aviv on 
March 9 (the owner made off at 
once without either enquiring after 
the bite, nor offering any informa- 
tion about whether the animal had 
been vaccinated), my first impres- 
sions or Israel were a little muted. 

However this was more than 
compensated for by the speed of the 
reactions oi the health service and 
veterinary staff in Arad on the fol- 
lowing day, in arranging immediate 
examination by the District Health 
Oil ice in Beersheba, the provison 
without charge of some precious 
Merieux vaccine, and even the 
translation into English of the 
prescribed course of treatment back 
in the UK. 

I was both impressed and 
grateful. 

RODERICK BRAITH WAITE 
South Croydon, England. 


THE EXAMPLE OF DENMARK 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — 1 refer to a recent TV dis- 
cussion on a chapter in Pillar of Fire 
(a series on the history of Zionism) 
dealing with the Holocaust. Even 
after the panel's sophisticated 
psychology, the example of Den- 
mark looms as proof of what 
remains possible in an impossible 
world. Denmark’s greatest con- 
tribution was not saving Danish 
Jews — it was showing both Gen- 
tiles and Jews what potency there is 


in a society unified by a high DUr . 
pose. r 

The most significant point 
perhaps, was that the Yishuv was fai 
from being the society capable of 
mounting an Entebbe operation 
But then, what about today? Would 
anyone suggest this society is doing 
all it cun for Soviet Jewry? Or 
Syrian Jewry? 


Herzliya. 


MEN A HEM GRANOFF 


INFLATION I 

The big my stery: How do we cope? 



That's a question more and more 
foreigners, friends of Israel, plagued 
with rampant Inflation of 15% are 
continually asking. 

Although we don't know the answer, 
(who does?} we try end deal with the 
issue. 

Each week. In the pages of The 
Jerusalem Post International Edition. 

Investment. . Productivity. 
Unemployment. Stagflation. Defence 
Spending. Exports. The Stock Market. 

It's all there and much more. 

If you're someone who's concerned 
about Israel, take out a subscription. 

Do it today. It might be more 
expensive next month. 


HIDING THE TRUTH OF THE HOLOCAUST 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir. — Part 12 of (he “Pillar of 
Fire” TV series evoked in me 
memories of a not too distant past 
when 1 was witness to the efforts 
made by the Mandatory Govern- 
ment to hide the awful truth from 
the Jewish community of Palestine. 

After the outbreak of the war, the 
only way of communication 
between the local residents and 
their relatives trapped in enemy ter- 
ritory was through the International 
Red Cross, which supplied special 
forms for this purpose. In the early 
forties, thousands and thousands of 
such messages were returned to 
their senders in what was then 
Palestine with the remark in 

NEW JEWISH 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir. — The election in Jerusalem 
of Edgar Bronfman as President of 
the World Jewish Congress sym- 
bolizes to me a new era of Jewish 
leadership in the Diaspora: the as- 
cent of the younger generation to 
the highest post of leadership in 
organized Jewish lire and in non- 
sectarian activity on behalf of 
humanity and a belter world for all 
mankind. 

For years we have been waiting 


German: "Left for an unknown 
destination. Der Judenrat" (The 
Council or Jews). These messages 
were intercepted by the Postal Cen- 
sorship where I worked as an_?v 
a miner and 1 was given the con- 
fidential task of analyzing them. A 
detailed report was sent to the Chief 
Censor in Jerusalem, and some time 
later came the order to have these 
messages suppressed in order not to 
sap the morale of the Jewish pop- 
ulation. 

I have never succeeded in learn- 
ing whether this callous order came 
from Government House or from 
No. 10 Downing Street. 

EMILIO TRAUBNER 

Tel Aviv. 

LEADERSHIP 

for un authentic representative of 
the younger generation to become 
involved in Jewish affairs. I see in 
Bronfman’s first actions as WJC 
president a profound dedication to 
both the economic development of 
Israel and our future in the 
Diaspora. Bronfman's involvement 
in trade with Israel, his business 
acumen will he of greal help to the 
Jewish Stale in these difficult times. 

LEO PERKELL 

Toronto, Cun ad a. 


POLLUTING THE LAND 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
bir, — Some political parties have 
already started to pollute the 
country with a wild proliferation of 
ads on public property in violation 
of the law: these ads deface bridges, 
interurbun roads, traffic lights, 
electric poles, fences and buildings. 
Never has there been such a blight 


on the land, engendered by certain 
political parlies. 

Many voters will react according- 
ly und turn their backs on the 
despoilers of our land. 

YOSEF TAMIR, M.K.. 

Chairman, 
Knesset Ecology Committee 
Jerusalem. 
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Second thoughts on 
Saudi planes deal? 


By ROBERT ROSENBERG 
and Agencies 

Prime Minister Menahem Begin 
'indicated strongly last week that the 
U.S. administration may still recon- 
sider the supply of the AWACS 
“spy in the sky" planes to Saudi 
Arabia. 

Speaking on Israel Television's 
Moked programme, the premier — 
who also holds the defence portfolio 
— said he had received information 
to this effect recently, but did not 
elaborate. 

A Washington report at the 
weekend suggested that the sale of 
the AWACS, as well as equipment 
to enhance the capacity of the F-15 
fighter planes being supplied to 
Saudi Arabia, might be postponed 
because of Senate opposition to the 
deal. 

Begin, in his television interview, 
said that U.S. Senate majority 
leader Howard Baker told him 
during his visit to Israel last week 
that Congress was evenly divided 
over the AWACS deal with the 
Saudis, thus casting doubt on 
whether the administration's 
proposed sale would be approved. 

Begin said that Israel and the 
U.S. remained in conflict over the 
supply of the sophisticated aircraft 
to the Saudis, whom the premier 
described as the most extremist 
Arabs next to the Libyans. 

The premier said that the govern- 
ment has been pressing upon the 
Americans the fact that the 
AWACS pose a serious threat to 
Israel, noting that “every airfield, 
every plane" would be exposed to 
the planes flying in Saudi Arabia 
"and eventually to other Arab 
states.” 

Vice-President George 1 Bush 
received Howard Squadron presi- 
dent of the Conference of Presi- 
dents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations, last week and heard 
from him of the intensive objections 
of Jewish organizations to the entire 
arms package, and particularly to 
the sale of AWACS planes. 

The National Security Council 
will convene this week to discuss 
the current entanglement over the 
sale. The NSC was responsible 
originally for recommending, 
against the advice of Secretary of 
State Alexander Haig, the inclusion 
of the AWACS deal with the salo of 
weaponry to enhance the offensive 
abilities of the F-15warplanes being 
sold to Saudi Arabia. 

Now the council will- discuss, at 
Haig's initiative, the possibility of 
separating the two deals, in one way 
or another. 

Following the dispute over the 
AWACS and the F-15 parts comes a' 
report that the administration has 
decided to sell Saudi Arabia radar 
stations and 10,000 more anti-tank 


missiles in a concerted effort to es- 
tablish that country as “an anti- 
Soviet bulwark." 

“That’s enough missiles to knock 
out every tank in the Russian 
arsenal, certainly all the tanks Israel 
has," a highly placed source said. 
■Actually, the Pentagon estimates 
the Soviets have about 45,000 tanks 
and the Israelis about 3,000. 

In Jerusalem last week a source 
travelling with the group of six U.S. 
.senators — including Howard 
Bnker — who came to the Middle 
Bast on a fact-finding mission, said: 
"Israel must fight the AWACS deal 
to SRudi Arabia up until it becomes 
appurent it will go through — and 
then it must be ready with a Tail- 
back position to get as much as it 
can out of Washington." 

An Associated Press survey in- 
dicates that of the 65 senators who 
have opinions $aud ! deal. 

43 already are inclined’ to vote 
against it — 34 firm and II leaning. 

Only 20 members, a bare one- 
fifth of the Senate, were found lean- 
ing or committed to vote for the 
sale. 

The remaining 35 were undecided 
or could not be reached in the sur- 
vey of all 100 senators or their of- 
fices. 

"We’re quite confident we'll have 
SO to 65 votes against it," said a 
knowledgeable Senate source. 

"I think they (the Reagan ad- 
ministration) have made a judge- 
ment that it's going to cause a lot of 
trouble and they'd better put it off," 
a house staff aide said. 

By law. Congress must be given a 
chance to reject the proposed sale, 
which would include five flying 
AWACS command posts, plus 
Sidewinder missiles and long-range 
fuel tanks to enhance the 62 F-15 jet 
fighters the Saudis already have on 
order. 

Most of the opponents agree with 
Israel that the sale would increase 
the Arab threat to Israel without ob- 
taining any reciprocal Saudi corices-, 
sions on promoting an Arab-Israeli 
peace. 

Other opponents say their chief 
concern is that secret electronic 
equipment on the AWACS planes 
would be compromised and could 
even fall into Soviet hands if the 
Saudi kingdom fell. 

Reagan's adviser on defence mat- 
ters, Richard Allen, has reportedly 
come around to Haig’s view that the 
AWACS deal should be separated 
from the F-15 proposal when the Is- 
sue is presented to Congress. 

Meanwhile, Saudi oil minister 
Sheikh Zaki Yarhani has expressed 
confidence that the U.S. would sell 
the Saudis the AWACS and the F- 
15s in one package deal “no matter 
what the pressure.’ 1 
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Israeli soldiers fold the canopy of the hot-air balloon shot down near the Lebanese border last 
week. The terrorists’ weapons and parts of the hot-air apparatus are seen in the foreground. 
Report page 3. gli’PAi 

Israel aid for north Lebanon too 


Senior Israeli military sources ad- 
nmud f..r the liral li i ,i •* 

last week that Israel was “supplying 
the Christians of Lebanon with the 
means and equipment to guard their 
lives." Some of this support, they 
suid, went to Phalangist groups in 
the north. 

Previously, Israel had only admit- 
ted support for Major Sa'ad Had- 
dad's militias in the south. (Haddad 
under cure in Haifa for "fatigue," 
page 2). 

The sources, speaking at a brief- 
ing with the foreign press corps, 
would not specify what type of sup- 
port was being given and evaded 
any direct questions on the issue. 
The sources denied that Israel had 
military advisers in North Lebanon 
or ran training bases in Lebanon. 

The sources said that Israel’s 
position vis & vis the Christians was 
dictated by Israel’s own interests, 
since the destruction of the Chris- 
tian forces in that country would 
give the Syrians total freedom of 
movement and bring them closer to 
the Israeli border. 

However, the prime minister’s 
press adviser, Dan Pattir, has 
denied Washington press reports 
that Israel had planned a massive 
Hssault against Syrian forces in 
northern Lebanon early this month. 

The reports claimed that U.S. 
Secretary of State Alexander Haig 
had at the time talked Israel out of 
the venture after undertaking to 
restrain the Syrian attacks on 
Lebanese Christians. 

Over the past few weeks of 
fighting between the Syrians and the 
Phalangists in and around Zahle, 
in the north of Lebanon, 
about 60 Syrian commando troops 
have been killed and 150 wounded. 
The Phalangists have lost approx- 
imately 150 persons including 
civilians killed by the intensive 
Syrian bombardment of the town, 
the sources told a briefing of Israeli 
military correspondents. 


Despite the price that the Chris- 
'i:uv paid !ji lives -in Zahle the 
sources said that the Phalangists 
have managed to focus inter- 
national attention on their plight 
and have set in motion powerful 
Maronite lobbies in the U.S. and 
Europe. 

The fighting, however, was .unex- 
pected. It was started by the Chris- 
tians, who reacted with military 
force when the Syrians tried to pre- 
vent them from continuing work on 
an alternative road around the city. 

The sources pointed out that 
work on the road, which basically 
circumvents the main highway un- 
der Syrian control and is an impor- 
tant artery to the Syrian heartland, 
began over a year ago. 

Why fighting of such intensity 
should have broken out now over 
this particular issue is not clear 
here. 

The sources said that according 
to the best information available in 
Israel, there has been no active 
Soviet intervention — other than 
diplomatic — in the fighting. While 
the cease-fire may be the result of 
Arab pressure, Syrian President 
Hafez Assad is gene rally impervious 
to such pressure and can be counted 
on to resume the fighting -if 
realpolltik dictates this, they added. 

An indicatiop of thinking on the 
diplomatic front was given last week 
by Foreign |Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, who said that the U.S. is 
reassessing its policy towards 
Damascus as a result of Syrian ac- 
tions inside Lebanon and because 
the Soviet Union has increased the 
number of Its experts in Syria to 


Briefing the Knesset Foreign Af- 
latrs and Defence Committee. 
Shamir said the Carter administra- 
tion had tended to regard Syria as a 
moderating factor in the Middle 
East. But the Reagan administra- 
tion was concerned by the Soviet 
build-up. 

Moshe Arens, chairman of the 
committee, said that Israel must not 
stand aside indifferently while the 
tragic events in Lebanon took their 
course. 

The atrocities committed by Syria 
against the Christians of Lebanon 
had no parallel since the days of 
World War II, Arens said. 

He chided Israelis, including 
members of the committee, who 
called for non-intervention in the 
Lebanese situation. 

In New York the president of the 
UN Security Council said that ex- 
pansion of UN peacekeeping opera- 
tions in Lebanon was “not in the 
cards right now.” 

The council president, Irish Am- 
bassador Noel Dorr, told reporters 
that any Security Council decision 
to move peacekeeping troops into 
central Lebanon will “depend on 
the position of the Lebanese 
government.” 

Direct UN intervention 
would require an invitation from the 
Beirut government, and such an in- 
vitation is highly unlikely because of 
the sharp rifts dividing the country. 

The French and American am- 
bassadors at the UN Security Coun- 
cil had been pressing for a UN- 
sponsored peacekeeping force. Bui 
Syria is strongly opposed to the idea 
and this would inevitably bring 
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Thousands at Pessah, Easter rites PL0 to continue contacts 


Jerusalem Post Staff 

Jews and Christians packed ihe 
narrow alleyways of the Old City of 
Jerusalem Sunday as thousands of 
both faiths streamed to their respec- 
tive holy places for Pessah and 
Easter week celebrations. 

An estimated 100,000 Jews 
gathered in the plaza beneath the 
Western Wall during the Pessah 
weekend, while throughout the Old 
City the sounds of marching brass 
bands following Latin masses could 
be heard. 

Some 2,000 Protestant and 
Catholic pilgrims crowded into' the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
Sunday morning, as various 
denominations celebrating Easter 
Week coordinated their schedules 
so that none would overlap in the 
multi-chapeled building. Latin 
Patriarch Giacomo BeltritLi read 
out Ihe mass at the Holy Sepulchre, 
Tor the Latin church the traditional 
site of Jesus’ tomb. 

For Latin and Protestant 
churches, the day was Easter Sun- 
day. For the Orthodox Church, 
Sunday marked the beginning of 
Holy Week. 

North of Damascus Gate, at the 
Garden Tomb, thousands of Protes- 
tants celebrated Easter Sunday at 
the site that some Protestants 
believe to be the original Calvary 
where Jesus was crucified. 


Police and army units patrolled 
the warren-like streets of the Old 
■City. Perched on rooftops and along 
the walls, they stood watch in case 
of terror activity. , 

At points along the Via 
Dolorosa, religious Jews made way 
on Good Friday for Christian 
pilgrims carrying crosses along 
Jesus' route. At times, the alleys 
became too crowded for comfort, 
with pedestrian traffic halting in a 
crush of bodies. 

The warm weekend weather 
helped Israelis celebrate Pessah in 
their own way — either in family 
gatherings and visits with friends or 
in excursions to the beach and 
nature reserve areas. 

Many stores, offices and busines- 
ses will close early or remain closed 
during the five intermediate days of 
Pessah, as employees use optional 
vacation days to get away. 

The Samaritans, who observe 
their Passover by sacrificing iambs 
on Mt. Gerizim, assembled on 
Saturday night for their festivities. 

Responding to a request from the 
Jewish communities - of Cairo and 
Alexandria, the Israeli Ministry of 
Religious Affairs dispatched several 
shohetlm (ritual slaughterers) to 
Egypt to provide Jews there with 
freshly killed fowl and mutton. 

In accordance with austerity 
measures, the Isael Defence Forces 


this year passed up the traditional 
central seder. Instead, severed small 
seder tables were set up in bases 
throughout the country. 

For new immigrants, the Jewish 
Agency and the Ministry of Immigrant 
Absorption prepared SO seder tables 
at absorption centres. But many 
newcomers celebrated the seder 
ceremony as guests in army bases 
and private homes. 

In the Galilee region, hotels and 
boarding houses were jammed — 
not only with Israelis but with 
foreign tourists. 

Israelis also received Pessah 
greetings from US President Ronald 
Reagan, who noted in his message 
that the Jewish people had 
cherished its dream of building a* 
free and just society in Israel over 
many centuries. 

At Haifa Port and Ben-Gurion 
International Airport there was 
crowding as' 1 extra sailings and 
flights brought approximately 
100,000 lourilts to Israel for the 
Pessah and Eister holidays. 

The annual outdoor Mimouna 
celebrations by Israelis of North 
African origin begins this Monday 
and runs for five days. The largest 
gathering of 150,000 persons, is ex- 
pected in Jerusalem's Sacher park. 
The theme of this year's Mimouna 
observances is the 30th anniversary 
of the mass immigration of North 
African Jews to this country. 




with hon-Zionist Israelis’ 

After a seven-year boycott, the /’S- ^ 

Marxist Popular Front for the ^ 

Liberation of Palestine rejoined the 
Palestine Liberation Organization’s i -. /jfl 

executive committee Saturday with W j Y 

the avowed aim of playing a more X 

positive role in the struggle against *■ '* 

Israel, terrorist officials declared. ft * . 1 ^^ 

A PFLP leader, Ahmed Yamani, "* • 
code-named Abu Maher, was 
chosen to represent the group on j 

the 15-member executive commit- ■“ 
tec the terror!,! movemertf, whh Cl 

highest policy-making body. * 

Yasser Arafat’s terrorist group, The observers poin 
Fatah, holds three seats in the com- l ^ e PFLP has ahead; 
mittee, and the PFLP, PFLP- the PLO leadership 
General Command, the Democratic down the European 
Front, the Arab Liberation Front, lures > restricting co 
and the Sa’eka each have one. In Jordan to money mall 
addition, seven seats are held by in- * n 8 oul a leading PLC 
dependents. has been meeting lsrat 

“There will be no drastic changes sorT } c lime/TheJatt 
in the structure of the PLO 'ex- Sartawi, under pressur 
ecutive committee, except that the day tendered his 
PFLP has returned to it,” an official though Arafat has yet 
of the 314-member Palestinian resignation. 

National Council (parliament-in- The Palestine Natii 
exile) said. “Abu Ammar (Arafat) over the weekend vole 
continues to be the undisputed PLO contacts with 
leader of the liberation movement." described as the “i 
But observers over the weekend organizations and pei 
said the PFLP’s return to the PLO '? rael - Spokesmen ft 
executive was bound to radicalize singled out the coma 
the movement’s political stance Party as one example, 
further. No "' »“*• 


Imam Sartawi ... quits under pun 
for meeting with Israelis. 

The observers pointed out that i 
the PFLP has already influenced I 
the PLO leadership into turninj 
down the European peace over- 
tures, restricting contacts with 
Jordan to money matters, and til- 
ing out a leading PLO figure who 
has been meeting Israeli politician! 
for some iime/TheJatter, Dr. Isstm 
Sfartawir under pressure last Thuis- 
day tendered his resignation, 
though Arafat has yet to accept Ik 
resignation. 

The Palestine National Council 
over the weekend voted locootinnc 
PLO contacts with what mi 
described as the “non-Zionist" 
organizations and personalities in 
Israel. Spokesmen for the PNC 
singled out the communist Rikih 
Party as one example. 

(peace Now, page 10) 






Test digs said needed on the Via Dolorosa Militia commander Haddad in hospital 


By ABRAHAM RABINOVICH 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

A ’government archeologist proposed last week that 
test trenches be dug on the Via Dolorosa to determine 
whether paving stones unearthed last year indeed date, 
to the lime of Jesus. 

The stones, weighing up to two tons each, were found 
four metres below the Via Dolorosa during the course 
of sewer installations. They have been laid for a stretch 
of 10 metres on the surface of the present roodway. 

Jerusalem district archeologist Amos Kloner 
suggested in a letter last week to the East Jerusalem 
Development Corporation (EJDC) that three small lest 
trenches be dug to gather more evidence about the date 
of the stones. 

Kloner told The Jerusalem Post that all the pottery 
found in association with the stones had been from the 
Second Temple period, which ended about four 
decades after the crucifixion. Although a considerable 
amount of pottery had been unearthed, Kloner said, he 
hesitated lo make a conclusive statement about the dale 
of the ancient street which had been assumed lo be 
Byzantine when first uncovered. “There is no pottery 
later than 100 C.E.. but the area dug was just loo small," 
he said. 

While a Second Temple period dale for the street is 
definitely a possibility. Kloner said he wanted more 
evidence. “I'm being very careful. A Second Temple 
dating is sensational." But the development corporation 


has been less hesitant about dating the street to the 
Second Temple period. Streets from that period have 
been uncovered, in the digs he|pw U> e Temple Mount 
[ and in the Jewish Quarter. If the Second Temple date 
for the Via Dolorosa is authenticated, said Kloner, it 
would mean that Jerusalem's muin road system is 
traceable further back in antiquity than the late Roman 
■or Byzantine periods as hitherto assumed. 

Even if the Via Dolorosa paving stones are found to 
date from the Second Temple period, there is no 
evidence that its present route is the one followed by 
Jesus. Some Christian scholars say that Jesus ap- 
proached Calvary from the other side of the city. 
Kloner notes that the present Via Dolorosa entered 
Christian tradition during the Crusader period 1,000 
years after the event. 

Meanwhile, the director of the EJDC, Yitzhak 
Yaacoby, said last week that restoration work on the 
Via Dolorosa, under way two years, may be completed 
by the end of (his year. Work has been halted during the 
Christlun holy week. 

The company is planning to build a small assembly 
area inside the Lion's Gate where pilgrim groups can 
organize and hear lectures before performing devotions 
at the stations of the Cross on the Via Dolorosa. 

A parking lot is to be built outside the goto with the 
assistance or the Jerusalem Foundation so that the 
roadway may be shut to vehicular traffic. 
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Terrorist shot 

An Israel Defence Forces patrol 
ambushed and killed a Palestinian 
terrorist early Sunday morning near 
the West Bank town of Ramallah, 
the army spokesman announced. 

The man died after a short gun 
battle near the village of Batin. 
None of the soldiers was injured. 

The terrorist, identified as Khaled 
cl-Dik, was wanted by security 
forces for -several attacks. 
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Jerusalem Post Staff 
HAIFA. — Major Sa’ad Haddad, 
com mai^^of^e Christian militia 
in South Lebanon , whs“ flown In 
Rambam Hospital here by army 
helicopter Sunday, suffering from 
“exhaustion and futigue .“ 

Haddad's physicians have 
decided to keep him under medical 
observation at the hospital “for a 


couple of days." Visitors were dm 
allowed to see him. 

According lo militia source!, 
Hnddad suffered a -slight heart s- 
tuck. He was taken ill at a protest 
meeting following the deaths of 
three inilitiumen in a landmine ex- 
plosion. 

Haddad was trying to calm lie 
fears of angry villagers in the area 
when he complained of chest pita. 


ISRAEL AID TO LEBANON 


(Continued frum pagr I ) 

about a Soviet veto if it came to a 
vote in the council. 

Israeli observers stressed lust 
week that whatever mediation ef- 
forts urc made in the north of 
Lebanon, they will have no beuring 
on Israel's preemptive strike policy 
against the PLO or on Israel’s con- 
tinued support of Chrisliun militia 
leader Maj. Sa’ad Haddad in the 
South. 

Funds campaign for 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
NEW YORK. — A New York 
business man, Joseph Low, has. 
registered as a foreign agent for 
Shulamil Aloni’s Civil Rights Move- 
ment at the Justice Department in 
Washington, Low told The 
Jerusalem Post that he registered on 
the recommendation of his lawyers 
after he informed them of his plans 
to raise funds in the U.S. for the 
Israeli political party. 

Low, a former activist of_ thtL_ 
Peace Now movement in the U.S., 


The Israeli viewpoint ako*ai in- 
tended to signal to the Syrians thai 
whatever action Israel t»« id 
Lebanon is consistent with w 
status quo there and that Israel o«> 
not wish to he dmwn inudverteoi) 
into direct confrontation win a 
Syrians. 

{Compiled from reports hy M* 
Good man. Asher Wall/ld * 
Robert Rosenberg.) _ 

Shulamit Aloni 

said that he had collected liW 
$30,000 for the CRM in the bjg j 
weeks and that Aloni will y® j 
U.S. to help in the fund raislngcun* j 
paign. . .i. 

He added that' most of 
Americans who raise Am® 1 ^ 
Israeli political groups have 
on a personal basis, j^tWougtiv 
Zionist parties..-o£erating n 
U.S., and usually do not register 
foreign agents. “Buttny lawyer' 
me that this was the proper vif 
do things," he explained. . 


Egyptian minister to U.S. to buy arms m ' 

CAIRO (Reuter), -r Egyptian arms shopping 

r\ iii.i.i.H a krinT.14 olim H nwkave reconnaissance __ 


PACK 2 


CAIRO (Reuter), -r Egyptian 
Defence Minister Abdul-Halim 
Abu Ghazala leaves for Washington 
this week, for talks with American 
officials on buying new weapons, 
the weekly newspaper Akhbar El 
Youm reported on Saturday, 
the Al Ahram daily said Egypt’s 
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Balloon landing bid foiled; 
Katyushas fired from Jordan 


By HIRSH GOODMAN 
Post Military Corespondent 

Israeli security forces last week 
foiled a terrorist infiltration attempt 
by hot air balloon. 

The balloon was shot down earlv 
Thursday morning, west of Kibbutz 
Manara on the Lebanese border. 
The two men in the balloon, who 
had intended taking hostages in 
Israel to secure the release of jailed 
terrorists, were killed after a shbrl 
chase in south Lebanon. 

About 12 hours later, Israeli jets 
pounded a terrorist camp al Ras el- 
Ain, five kilometres south of Tyre, 
in an action which the arifty 
spokesman described as a pre- 
emptive raid to prevent prepara- 
tions for an attack on Israel. 

Thursday^ balloon landing at- 
tempt was the third to infiltrate 
Israel from ihe air in less than a 
year. All three attempts, two by hot- 
air balloon and one by motor-driven 
hang-gliders, were carried out by 
members of the small Palestine 
Liberation Front, a Marxist group 
which split from Ahmed Jabril’s 
organization in 1977, and which has 
established a training base in Syria, 
south of Homs. 

A member of the anti-aircraft 
team that shot down the balloon 
told reporters: “I saw a great flame 
in the sky that looked like a stnr. 
which I only identified as a balloon 
uftcr it had come nearer." 


The terrorists were armed with a ] 
Lebanese Army M-16 and a 
Kalashnikov rifle, both equipped 
with grenade launchers; 10 
handgrenades; a Scorpion sub- 
machinegun equipped with a silen- 
cer fffid. armoured vests, 

Leaflets found in their'posscssion 
identified them as members of the 
PLF. and made it clear that they 
had intended taking hostages here 
to secure Ihe release of several 
terrorists, 

Earlier in the week, a second 
salvo of Katyusha rockets fired 
from Jordan in two weeks, landed in 
Kibbutz Ashdot Ya’acov. 

Israeli sources said that they 
viewed the renewal of Katyusha 
rocket attacks from Jordan as “a 
serious development" but said that 
they do not believe that this con- 
stitutes a change in the Jordan inn*’ 
policy or preventing terrorist at- 
tacks from their territory. 

"But wc will have to reconsider ir 
this continues," the sources added. 

The previous attack from Jordan 
was on March 31, when a Katyusha 
rocket barrage fell in the vicinity of 
Maoz Haim. 

Meanwhile, Jordan Thursday 
released several terrorists being 
held in Amman in return Tor the 
freedom of the Jordanian charge 
d'affaires in Beirut, Hisham 
Muhsin, who returned home Thurs- 
day after his release eurlier in Ihe 
week from 68 days of captivity by a 
pro-Syrian terrorist organization. 


K 



Prime Minister Mtnahtm Begin Joins in 
the singing as Christian Zionists 
demonstrate on behalj oj Soviet Prisoners 
oj Zion outside Ms office last Thursday. 
The Christians had taken time Jrotn their 
Holy Week observances to proclaim their 


solidarity with the plight of the Jews oj the 
Soviet Vnion. 

In a demonstration which was 
organized by the International Christian 
Embassy in Jerusalem, they expressed their 


Zion Anatoly Shcharansky. Ida Nude I and 
Vladimir Slepak. as well as "Christian 
Zionists like Alexei Murzhenko and Yuri 
Ffoderov, whose health is deteriorating to 
such an extent that their lives are now In 


concern at the condition of prlstincrs of danger." 


Israel Arab nationalist group is banned 


By ROBERT ROSENBERG 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

For the first time since the 
nationalist Arab organization El 
Ard was banned 17 years ago, the 
defence minister has used 
Emergency Regulation (Defence 
1945) to ban an Arab organization 
in Israel, 

Prime Minister Menahem Begin, 
in his capacity as defence minister, 
issued the ban lust week against the 
National Coordination Committee, 
u relatively new umbrella group of 
radicul nationalist organizations 
which have, in the words of one 
government source, “been not only 
talking, but doing." 

In the official statement announc- 




The Association for Welfare of Soldiers in Israel 
in conjunction with the I.D.F. Broadcasting system presents; 

SHIRUTROM 

Donations and Songs Radiothon 


w Celebrating the Independence Day of the state of Israel 

The Shirutrom — Radiotone, which takes place annually in Israel, in conjunction with the A.W.S.I. 
and Galai Zahal (I.D.F. Broadcasting Station) has become the most popular broadcasting feature in 
Israel. 

SHIRUTROM -RADIOTONE WILL 
THIS YEAR ALSO BE IN NEW YORK 

On the 6th of May, from 6 p.m. to 12 p.m. on Station WEVD (97.9 FM) 
The Radiotone in New York will include: 

★ Greetings from celebrities from all walks of life. 

★ Live and recorded performances of the most popular entertainers. ( 

★ Direct contact with the Shirutrom in Israel. < 

★ You will hear songs and music, and donations will be announced. 

New York Jewry, please note: 

This Radiotone 19 your opportunity to share in the festivities of Israel. 

Radiotone affords you the opportunity to send messages and greetings to your family andfriends in 
New York and Israel. '• • ■ 

By donating a minimum of $25, you will be assisting in the development of clubs for the Israeli 
soldiers in the new bases in the Negev. ) 

Give your heart to the Israeli soldier! j 
Extend your hand to strengthen Israel ! j 

We are bringing to you the joy of tyaefs Independence Day. : I 

Become a partner in this great "simeha." . . . , ' ’ [ 

Remember, this great day will be celebrated on J 
May 6.! 198l'. from .6 p.m. to 12 p.m. ■ j 
> - >. Your Station WEVD (97.9 FM) j j 


ing the bnn, Begin said that the 
group has “set as a goal a war on the 
slate of Israel a'nd Zionism, and the 
setting up in the Land of Israel or a 
Palestinian stale under the 
leadership of the PLO." 

Binyamin Gur-Arye, the Prime 
Minister’s adviser on Arab affairs, 
said that the NCC represented 
about 100 activists who had broken 
away from other nationalist groups 
because “they fell the time had 
come to realize their aims." 

According to Gur-Arye, the NCC 
was established- after the govern- 
ment banned u December con- 
ference of Arab nationalists in 
Nuzarcth. In subsequent meetings 
in Untm el Fuhm and in Taibc, the 
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We are a stone's throw from 
Jerusalem and ONLY 10 minutes 
sway from Bethlehem. We can be 
easily reached by public transport. 
MITZPEH RACHEL can ba your 
■home-base for sightseeing trips to 
such locations fas the OeadSea. Mt 
Hebron, the Judean Desert or 
Jerusalem and its surrounding area. 

KIBBUTZ RAMAT PACHEL. 
P.O.Box 98. Jerusalem, Israel. 
Reservations: 

02-715712 or 715041. 
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NCC declured itself “part of the 
Palestinian people, for whom the 
PLO is the only representative." 

Government sources insisted (hat 
the ban was not in reaction to the 
political activity of the organization 
but because of the "actions" the 
group was taking. 

Two of the members of the group 
arc already serving 20-year 
sentences for sabotage activity, for 
which they had trained in Iraq. 

Gur-Arye said the government 
hud taken two months to issue the 
ban after the Taibc conference 
•'because this country is a 
democracy." The NCC can appeal 
against (he defence minister s deci- 
sion in the courts. 
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TREES... 

that help make Israel 
a land for all seasons. 



TREES...that enrich the landscape of Israel. 
TREES...that provide shade., .blocksthe 
winds...prevent erosion. ..cool the air... 
shelter settlements and beautify the land. 

Now you can enjoy the TREES OF 
ISRAEL,” a set of 16 {14" x 19“) full-color 
posters is available for only $10.50 plus 
postage and handling charge of $3.00. 

Each poster has the Botanical name as well- 
as the English and Hebrew names. Perfect 
for framing. 

Order now! Bulk discounts available. 
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THE FEDERATION OF DUTCH JEWISH 
COMMUNITIES (N.I.K.) 

invites applicants for the position of 

Chief Rabbi of the 
Netherlands 

The main task of the new Chief Rabbi is to provide spiritual guidance 
to an orthodox community compoeBd of members of varying 
principles (Einheltsgameinde). 

He will have to coordinate all the rabbinical duties and undertake 
various representative tasks. 

•The everyday running of the Beth Dio and cere for Jewish education 
will be delegated to rabbis specifically designated for these tasks.. 

Requirements: Besides the traditional qualifications for an orthodox 
rabbi, special attention will be paid to secular education preferably 
on an academic level, communicative skills and organizing abilities. 

Offered: Attractive remuneration and benaflts package including a 
good pension scheme. 

. Please apply in writing with full curriculum vitae to; Tbe President of 
tlia Nederlahds Israellettach Karkgonootschap, Dr. J.S. Van Der Hal, 
Sarphadstraat SB, 1018 GV Amsterdam, Holland. 


Take advantage of The Jerusalem Post information 
service from our extensive archives, founded in 1933. 

For detailed information write to 
Jerusalem Post Archives. POB 81, Jerusalem. 

The Jerusalem Post is microfilmed daily. Microfilms of The 
Palestine. Post and The Jerusalem Post are available from the 
first day ol publication. Dec. 1. 1932. Apply directly to IOC. 
Hogewoerd 151 — 153 LeidBn. .The Netherlands, or 1DC. 
Poststrasse 14. 0300 Zug. Switzerland. 
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Begin and Peres tie in election poll 

By MARK SEGAL From one-third to one-half of Another poll conducted hv ik. 

n m n^aiAi^.t ^ - J nnhsJ KiMnn iiMrlarilrlarl nn s > ■ n' « ■ W 


By MARK SEGAL 
1 Post Political Correspondent 
TEL AVIV. — Prime Minister 
| Menahem Begin and Labour Party 
chairman Shimon Peres run neck 
and neck for the post of the next 
prime minister in the public opinion 
poll conducted this month by The 
Jerusalem Post. In January 1981, 
Peres was well ahead of Begin. 

Both Yitzhak Rabin and Moshe 
Dayan have taken a nosedive for 
the top cabinet position. 

MK Abba Eban (Labour) is well 
ahead of incumbent Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir in the poll. 

Agriculture Minister Ariel 
Sharon and former defence minister 
Ezer Weizman are in ' the lead for 
the defence portfolio. 

Finance Minister Yoram Aridor’a 
stock has soared in the poll which 
was conducted just before Prof. 
Haim Ben-Shahar was named 
Labour's shadow minister. 

Bullets and 
ballots 

PUBLIC FACES /Mark Segal 

UN UNDERSECRETARY- 
GENERAL Brian Urquhart has 
been busy sounding out our top 
people's opinions on the current 
Lebanese turmoil. He was told by 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
that the difference between 
Lebanon and Israel is that in the 
former they are trying to settle their 
differences- byJjuUets, here we do it; 
f through ballots. 

The visitor sought to explain the 
difficulty in getting the UN to work 
on such a complex issue as 
Lebanese peace-making, bringing 
Shamir to note: ‘‘It seems the only 
thing the UN can agree on quickly 
is a resolution against Israel,” Ur- 
quhart understandably preferred to 
make no comment. 

LABOUR shadow foreign minister 
Abba Eban has just returned Tram a- 
visit to the U.S., where The New 
York Times' Katherine Teltsch 
published an interview with him, 
noting that almost everybody in the 
international community would 
welcome Eban's return to the world 
forum, except the interpreters, who 
are talking of asking for increased 
pay for the extra work involved in 
keeping up with his speed of 
delivery. 

EX-AMBASSADOR to Cairo 
Ellahu Ben-Ell soar, presently a 
much-sought-after speaker at- 
tended a B'nei B’rith luncheon 
given in his honour in Tel Aviv last 
week, where he blamed many of the 
"absorption problems” of the 
Israeli Embassy staff in Cairo on 
European and North American 
diplomats stationed there who 
boycotted them in the beginning. 
He recalled; that when he and his 
wife Nitza attended one of their first ■ 
receptions, fct the Danish Embassy, 
there was a moment of total, embar- 
rassed silence as they entered the 
embassy garden, until the German 
ambassador broke the ice by com- 
ing forward to welcome them. 

LIBERAL Knesset House Commit- 


rrom one-tnira io one-nan oi 
those asked were undecided on 
whom to pick for the lop cabinet 
posts. 

The above information emerges 
from the April poll conducted by 
the Modi'in Ezrahi Applied 
Research Centre among a represen- 
tative sample of 1,237 adults. 

Questions Who U best suited to be prime . 
mtubter? 


Mmhtm Begin 
Shimon Peres 
Yltzhsk Rabin 
Moshe Dayan 
Eier Weizman 
Others 
Undecided 


Analysis of the results shows 
Begin's constant support among the 
traditional Herul constituency of 
groups lower down the socio- 
economic scale, while Peres draws 
voters from all strata. 


Another poll conducted by fa 
Modi'in Ezrahi centre shows ihu 
with the elections less than fa« 
months away, Labour remains fa 
strongest single parly, but aswlwio 
Mr. Begin's ruling Likud Is con. 
linuing. 

The poll or 1,237 persons showed 
that support for Moshe Dayan's let 
nppeurs to be dwindling with 


April *81 

Jan. 81 Oct. '80 

W 

7W 

% 

23.7 

17.0 

22.7 

23.7 

14.6 

12.1 

9.6 

14.5 

24.4 

4.4 

5.0 

2.6 

2.1 

2.7 

2.7 

4.7 

8.5 

8.6 

28.2 

27.7 

26.9 


Party. 

According to the sampling, fa 
number of Knesset seats that each 
party would win is; 

P«ny April Mint 

Likud 35 13 

Labour 46 4J 

NRP 10 9 

Aguda Bloc 5 5 

Dayan's list 4 9 

Shinui I | 

Tehiya 4 3 

CRM (Aloni) 3 2 

Others -12 12 







Rabbi Ytsrael Lau raises a cup for freedom at a symbolic Pessah stdtr 
held last week In Jerusalem In solidarity with three Soviet 
Jewish refusedniks: Dr. Victor Brailovsky, Kim Friedman and 
Vladimir Kislik. Friedman, pictured above, and Kislik, below, nm 
symbolic guests at the seder. At Lau's left stands Brailovsky's brother 
Michael, and Friedman's wife (with liund on chair). (Dan LmUu) 

Egypt cuts oil price to Israel 


By ARYKH WOI.MAN 
and SHLOMO MAOZ 
Faced with fulling prices on the 
world market, Egypt has agreed to 
reduce the price of the oil it sells 
Israel by up to S3 a barrel. The 
reduction in the price of Egypliun 
light crude, the main category of oil 
purchased by Israel, from $40.50 to 
S37.50, will save the economy about 
52. 5m. a month in foreign currency. 

Israel** has also succeeded in 
persuading its other main contract 
oil supplier, Mexico, to lower the 
price of its heavy oil from 534 to 
532. But no reduction was made in 
the more expensive light oil. 

According to the contract 
between Egypt and Israel, which 
may be reviewed every three 
months, Israel is to buy 14W million 
barrels of Egyptian oii. this year. 
This amounts to about one-quarter, 


of Israel's total annual fuel con- 
sumption. 

1 11 the lust three months, 
prices for light oil have fallen stew 
iy from, between. $41.jnd_“* 10 
between $36 and $38.5 a band® 6 
to the high level of slocks in I®' 
porting nations following a 
winter in Europe. Heavy oil pnw 
have fallen by $2 to between 
and $32. This has allowed I In*" 
buy oil on the Rotterdam *r 
market more cheaply than d* 80 * 
tract oil. . 

• In the negotiations, 
yoked the clause in the powj ' “JjJ 
with Egypt obliging Jhe 

countries to fix °11 - P” ce Ljff 
reference to world prices. j 
M inistry source* 
appointment tJiaHfie reduction 
ceded by Egypt was npt W*' 


Miriam Bessin, Mizrahi-feadef, dies in Toronto 

■Miriam Bessin, .past executive 'Miriam • Bessin, a . ta Kai 
director of the Junior American Hebrew teacher, ws.tbf ■ JjJJJ 
Mizrahi mil' nfnfiident of the Cana- forr.e'hehind the family 8 JL 


embassy garden, until the German Miriam Bessin, past executive 
ambassador'broke the ice by com- director of the Junior American 
ing forward to welcome them. Mizrahi and president of the Cana- 
1 in cd at «/- . u „ dian Mizrahi Women’s OrganiZa- 

LIBERAL Knesset House Commit- tion, died in Toronto last week, 

tee chairman Moshe Meron is pn ad- She was the wife of the late 
niirer of Yitzhak Rgbjmas he.' txgd a] .Hyman Beskin, 1 h imminent Cana- 
party caucus last week: “E^tim^ diaki industrialist,- who also oyned 

Rabin attacks Peres on TV's Mabat, the Eljaz wine company in 
we get more .votes”. . ... . Binyamlna.v 
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force'behind the f&flw ?■? ffstie 
‘ tivities and settlement In - 

. . was,, .also a' supporter of 
Upiyersity. . 1 ■ L lell 

■. ’ She is survived by her daM 

Lea' Bessin-Aronsohn, W J 

sons, Moshe, Herschl ^ 
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MK says he won’t seek reflection to Knesset 

Flatto Sharon is convicted of poll bribery 


By DAVID RICHARDSON 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Knesset Member Shmuel Flatto 
Sharon was found guilty last week 
on two counts of election bribery by 
the Jerusalem Magistrate's Court. 
The ruling was the first of Us kind by 
an Israeli court. Sentence is ex- 
pected to be passed in a few weeks. 

A spokesman for Flatto Sharon 
said later that as a result of the rul- 
ing, the MK had “decided to leave 
public life and not run for the Tenth 
Knesset.” 

Flatto Sharon's former aide, Jac- 
ques Bcnaudis, was also found 
guilty on the same charges while his 
election adviser, Ya'acov Halfon, 
was acquitted. 

Justice Ministry sources sa|d 
last week that, in the wake of 
Flatto Sharon's conviction, the 
justice minister will reconsider 
Franco's request fur Flntto's ex- 
tradition. 

Flatto is wanted in France after 
being convicted in absentia of fraud 
and tax evasion of hundreds of mil- 
lions of francs. Two months ago the 
justice minister told the French Em- 
bassy here that he would postpone 
the extradition decision until the 
end of the trial. 

The French property financier, 
who won enough voles for two seals 
as a lone candidate during the last 
Knesset elections, was clearly em- 
bittered hy the court's decision. “It 
is really difficult to live in Israel — 
everyone is against me — the par- 
ties, press, the government," he 
complained. Later he added: “I 
have worked for four years for the 
stale but my marriage with the 
Israeli public is not good ... Most of 
the public does not like me and 
perhaps it is better that 1 go home." 

Some hours later however, 
Flalio’s spokesman said he had 
received "more than 200" phone 
calls of support from persons 
around the country. 

Flatto Sharon and Benaudis were 
found guilty of bribing voters in 
various parts of the country by 
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Flatto Sharon 

promising that if elected Flatto 
Sharon would provide cheup rentul 
housing to persons who needed it if 
they had registered as activists and 
supporters of his list. 

They were also found guilty of of- 
fering a six-figure bribe to a group 
in the development town of Dimona 
who were planning to run for the 
local elections. 

Halfon, who was employed as a 
“vote contractor” on the basis of his 
previous experience and success 
with the Labour Party, was acquit- 
ted together with the other two of 
offering bribes to activists and local 
nr clan (hanioula) leaders on elec- 
tion day. Those were the only two 
charges he faced. 

Flutto Sharon was first accused 
of •••'to -Inning b> MK Shulamii 
Aloni and' journalist* Yteshayahu 
Ben-Porul. who wrote to the 
attorney-general in July 1977 
demanding a police investigation. 
Charges were finally submitted in 
August 1979. 

The trial began in October 1979 
and the special three-judge bench 
— Yitzhak Shabtai, Ruth Or and 
Zvi Cohen — sat through 87 ses- 
sions. 


Journalists, public figures 
pay tribute to Lea Ben Dor 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 

“Lea Ben Dor regarded her jour- 
nalism as a patriotic mission and the 
style of her writing was a work of 
art, valued by many of her contem- 
poraries." This was Ma'ariv editor 
Moshe Zak's evaluation of the 
former editor of The Jerusalem Post , 
who died last month at the age of 
68 . 

Speaking at a memorial gathering 
held in Jerusalem last week, Zak 
said; "Lea’s weekly parliamentary 
reports from the Knesset were uni- 
que in their forthrightness and style. 
They served as an example to her 
colleagues and were highly 
respected by all Knesset members' 
including those who often became 
the subject of her sharp criticism." 

Shlomo Hillel MK, the former 
police minister, recalled how he and 
.many of his Knesset colleagues 
regarded Lea as an equal. They 
would often consult her and discuss 
political problems, and' not just 
relate to her as a journalist who was 
merely there to gather information. 
“In the cynical world of politicians 
and journalists. Lea's sensitivity and 
maturity stood out all the more 


remarkably. We all valued her sense 
of responsibility and political 
astuteness,” Hillel said. 

Prof. Shmuel Sambursky, who 
met Lea Ben Dor when she first 
came to this country from Germany 
in April 1933, recalled how she first 
worked with him in his physics 
laboratory at the Hebrew Univer- 
sity on Mount Scopus. He said she 
was overly modest about her scien- 
tific training. "Whether in science 
or in politics, she always insisted on 
probing every problem in depth, 
never being satisfied with easy 
answers or solutions." 

Sambursky also singled out Lea's 
talent as a storyteller and her less 
known quality of dealing with 
children with softness and special 
understanding. 

Jerusalem Post editor Ari Rath, 
who moderated the gathering, ad- 
ded that Lea's 40 years with The 
Jerusalem Post covered the stor- 
miest periods in Israel's history and 
had an unusual impact on the paper. 
Ruth Connell Robertson, who knew 
Lea for over 40 years, read two 
characteristic excerpts of her 
writing in The Post on Ben-Gurion ' 
and on the Palestinians. 


Judge Cohen, during his summing 
up, emphasized that the possibility 
that other candidates had acted dur- 
ing the elections to the Ninth Knes- 
set in the same: way as Falatto 
Sharon was irrelevant and "does not 
make this inadmissible practice ac- 
ceptable.” 

The court will reconvene in two 
weeks to hear arguments about 
sentencing. The state wishes to call 
a witness from France to support its 
arguments against Flatto Sharon. 

Both men face sentences of up to 
five years imprisonment or a 
IS 2,000 fine under the Knesset 
Elections Law — 1969. 

Parliamentary reaction to the 
verdict was swift, with the 
House Committee Chairman MK 
Moshe Meron announcing last 
night that the committee would 
convene after the Pessah recess to 
suspend Flatto Sharon. 

Knesset Speaker MK Yitzhak 
Berinan was more cautious. He said 
that sentence had still to be handed 
down and the entire cose was still 
subject to appeal. 

Ary eh Rubinstein adds: . 

On April I , the Knesset passed a 
law (Amendment No. 7 to the Basic 
Law: The Knesset) that enables the 
House to oust u member who has 
been convicted of a crime and 
sentenced to at least one year in jail. 

The procedure laid dawn is that if 
10 members request it, the House 
Committee decides whether to 
recommend the member's ouster to 
the plenum. The plenum then 
makes the final decision. A majority 
of two thirds of the Knesset 
membership is required. 

Since the Ninth Knesset will meet 
for only two more weeks, it is highly 
unlikely that it will act on Flatto ‘s 
ouster,' even assuming that he is 
sentenced to n year or more in jail. 

In any case, his conviction does 
not affect his right to run for re- 
election. There is no law restricting 
a citizen’s right to be elected to the 
Knesset because of a past convic- 
tion or even if he is in jail. 


New project for 
Jerusalem slum 

By ABRAHAM RABINOVICH 

A high-standard rental housing 
development is to be built near one 
of the poorest areas in Jerusalem in 
an innovative approach to the hous- 
ing problem of low-income families 
in the capital. 

The 40-unit development, to be 
built with a $3-miUion gift from 
Belgian Jewry as part of Project 
Renewal (the Jsrpel-Diaspora 
partnership to improve conditions 
in poorer neighbourhoods here) wifi 
be a departure from sjandard public 
housing. 

The low-rise project near the 
Katamon Het and Tel quarters will 
be built around a smalt central 
square, ; 

Belgian philanthropist Leon 
Maiersdorf told a pr«s conference 
last week that the Jewish com- 
munities in Brussels and several 
other Belgian cities 1 have raised 
another $2 million for physical 
maintenance of the development 
and social activities (here. 

Architect Moshe G said the pro- 
ject will be built on asile of a little 
over an acre at the $ me cost and 
same density as stain ard Housing 
M inistry homes while voiding stan- 
dard anonymity. . 1 
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In Jerusalem, nearly *’000 years ago. the Jewish 
people minted a bron/e coin oi pennanem significance. 

II. Stein's detiica leil r> ail smeii have painstakingly 
set 1 lie coin inscribed “For (lit- Freedom of Zion, 

Year II (ol the Jewish irvolt against Rome) 67/fiS CF." 
into a fiume of hand- trailed 14k gold, 
liue-acled onto a sixteen inch 1 4k go Id box rliam 
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A Guarantee ol Anil tint iritv signed by .1 Licensed Dealer 
in Antiquities and the famous H. Stern wor Id- wide 
guarantee at companies each piece. 
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A MILLIONAIRE TO 
TRAVEL THE HOLY 
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For less than the price of any bus- 
lour, you end your party can travel 
luxuriously all over the Promised 
Lind with your own private guide. 
Cell or write us: 

ESHCOLOT TOURS LTD. 

36 KBren Hayeidd St. 

Jerusalem 82140, Israel 
Tel. 02-63SB8D, 02-BQBBDE 
Telex, 28144 BX JM-IL EXT: 7188 


aparfcotel Ltd 

in Jerusalem 

For tourists: fully furnished, ser- 
viced, two room apartments for 
short term rent. 

P.O B 13100. Tel. 02-631221 
Telex: 26139 DETEL 



NOF HOTEL 

HAIFA.TEL. 88731 
101.HANASSI AVE. 


highest standard 


i Ask for free brochure of 

| HEBREW SONGS 

I on slides + cassettes ; 

-f .(colour slldoi /vowel led Hebrew 
> with English transliteration). 

• BENTSIYON, MM Broadway, 
|W1V 

♦ Now York, N.Y., 10024, U.S.A. 

. Tel. ^13) 488-8001 


8TAMR8 OF ISttAEL 
Stamps and lovera.of every issue 
since 1948. for free price list end 
descriptions, write 
ISRAEL STAMP 
COLLECTORS SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 884. Ven Nitya. 

CA. 91401. (2131 997-6496. 
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Shcharansky in solitary 


Rehovot ex-mayor to leave jail early 


MOSCOW. — Imprisoned Jewish 
activist Anatoly Shcharansky has 
been placed in solitary confinement 
for six months and denied, visiting 
rights Tor 1981, his mother said 
yesterday. 

Ida M tlgrom, who last saw her 32- 
year-old son a year ego this month, 
said in a typewritten statement 
given to Western reporters that the 
actions were taken against 
Shcharansky in January, but did not 
say what prompted them. 

“This is the moral and physical 
destruction of a person," Milgrom 
charged. “A tragic end is un- 
avoidable in the conditions in which 
Anatoly finds himself and this, it 
seems, is the main aim of the organs 
of power." 

Last October, dissident sources 


reported that Shcharansky had been 
taken from his Ural Mountains 
labour camp and hospitalized after 
suffering severe stomach pains. He 
previously was 9aid to be suffering 
from severe headaches and eye 
proble ms. 

In Tel Aviv, the secretary of 
M aoz, an association aimed at rous- 
ing concern for Soviet Jewry, 
castigated the government and the 
media for not doing enough to 
educate Israelis about the plight of 
Soviet Jewry. 

Speaking at a press conference 
last week, Golda Yellin said. “We 1 
hold demonstrations, but nobody 
cares. Why isn't the television here 
to tell the public about the thou- 
sands of Soviet Jews who are suf- 
fering?" 


TA clears main streets for buses and taxis 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Two major thoroughfares here 
have been cleared of private vehi- 
cles during most of the day in an ef- 
fort to speed public transport. The 
two thoroughfares are Rehov A1- 
lenby and Rehov Ha’aliya. 

Only buses and taxis are allowed 
on these two roads between 10 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. “This is fantastic, like 
sailing a ship in the open sea,*' an 
elated taxi driver said. 


Initially, however, the new ar- 
rangement led to traffic snarls in ad- 
jacent streets as drivers used to 
travelling on Allenby and Ha'aliya 
sought alternative routes. 

■Merchants complained that the 
no-private-vehicle rule will keep 
shoppers away. But Deputy Mayor 
David Shiffman insisted that the 
city would benefit as more and 
more people leave their cars at 
home and use a vastly-improved 
public transport service. 
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Meditation lookout 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — The Galilee lookout 
settlement Hararit was dedicated 
last week. It is affiliated to the 
Farmers Federation of Israel and is 
the 31st of 34 lookout settlements to 
be established in the Oalllee during 
the last three years. 

There are currently IS families, 
from different parts of Israel, living 
at Hararit. The group had decided 
to form a settlement dedicated to 
meditation, and 1 the settlers hope to 
establish some light industries and a 
camping site. 

Hararit is located on a small hill 
overlooking the breath-taking view 
of the Alaboon valley and parts of 
the hilly areas towards the Kinneret. 


Former Rehovot mayor and 
Liberal Knesset Member Shmuel 
Rechtman was released from prison- 
last week — two months early —I 
following a decision by President; 
Yitzhak Navon to reduce his 
sentence. 

Navon responded to what his of- 
fice called a "large number of ap- 
peals" to reduce Rechtman's 
sentence due to “medical and per- 
sonal problems.” Rechtman was 
sentenced in January, 1979, to 
three-and-a-haif years' imprison- 
ment and fined IS7.000 for taking a 
IS7.000 bribe from contractor 
Aharon Gibor. 

The former mayor received one- 
third off his sentence for good 
behaviour, and was to have been 
released from prison in June. 
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At his trial, the judges called 
bribe-taking by an official "He 
supreme source of evil,” and noted 
that such malfeasance causes great 
damage to the moral foundations of 
society. But they look into account 
the fact that Rechtman's offence 
was milder than that of previous of* 
fenders convicted of similar crimes 


Development towns to be Nahal option 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
HAIFA. — Nahal (farmer-soldier) 
groups may soon be able to choose, 
to serve in a development town as 
well as in kibbutzim for part of their 
stint. The head of the centre for 
directing population to develop- 
ment towns, Zohar Gindel, told a 
press conference here that a 
programme was implemented some 
five years ago on an experimental 
basis and has been so successful that 
both the army and the towns now 


want to make it permanent, he ad- 
ded. 

. ...‘...Xhcxa— ago— now' -four Nahal 
groups in Ma'alot, one in Hatzor, 
one in Kiryat Shmona and five be- 
ing organized. These will replace 
the first groups when their service 
ends and also help expand the 
programme, which is soon to in- 
clude Beit Shcun and Yeruhan," 
Gindel explained. 

Each group consists of 25 to 35 
young soldiers, men and women. 




While in 
Jerusalem 

visit the Exclusive 
Cottage Quarter — 

The Rose 
Garden 

...Ton'll lind your dream 
house in the Holy City. 


For details: 

MAKOR URBAN DEVELOPMENT LTD. 

32 Yehuda Street, Jerusalem, Israel 
Tel. 02-718917 or 718918 


We will not be sending out brochures because we don't believe 
that you would buy a home without seeing it first. We prefer 
that you visit our project, and we'll REFUND THE PRICE OF 
ONE ROUNDTRIP TICKET — IF YOU PURCHASE A ROSE 
GARDEN COTTAGE. 


A Matter 
of interest. 


FOREIGN RESIDENTS, TOURISTS 
NEW IMMIGRANTS, 

ISRAELIS RESIDING ABROAD 
RETURNING RESIDENTS 

Yon want the most for your money. You will get it if you open 
a free foreign currency account at the Discount Bank. 

You will epjoy 

*■ High interest based on Eurocurrency rates 

* Interest free of Israel income tax 

* Funds freely transferable, anywhere, any time 

* Exemption from estate duties on non resident 
accounts 

Short on time? Send in the coupon below and we'll send you 
full details and application forms. You can do all your banking 
by mail, too. 

Interesting, isn't it? 

This sdverliMmont is not applicable to and is not directed at residents of 
countries In which ■oJkiuuoni of depotlu are not permitted by law. 


And renemberl You an alw 
at 911. fUth Avenue. Tel (2 


■ of deposits are not permitted by law. 
i welcome at our New York braileh 
| 391-8300 




BANK 


240 branches In Israel 14 branches and offices abroad 
New York: 611, Filth Avenue, Tel. (212)561-8600 

I8RABL DISCOUNT BANK LTD. 

Tourist Cantor 4 Main Portion Exchange Branch 
16 Mapu St, comer 71 Ban Yehuda St 
Tel Aviv - Telephone (03)347278 

Please m«i me: 

□ lnrorm«onon^ , ^| ,, “ - Free Foreign Ourrsnoyaooountt and Banking by MiM eervtoi 

□ Your tptrtw* puMofterc BUftmtSS WVWW AND ECOttOMc NSW8 PROM ISRAEL. 

□ Your MOMeC TRAVELLING TPS FOR TOURISTS IN ISRAEL 


Address ■ 

Status.^ Foreign ReeUent or TomW □ New Immigrant or Temporary Redden! 
□taMlraeWna abroad Q Returning HeMem 
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HOME NEWS 


Two die in Arab village; bus burnt in Tel Aviv quarter 

Police chief cautions on violence 


TEL AVIV. — Police Inspector 
General Arye Ivtzan has warned 
against continuation of the un- 
precedented wave of violence that 
erupted in three places last Week. 

in the Arab village of Kafr Yassif 
in the Galilee, two youths were 
killed by revenge-seekers from the 
nearby Druse village of Julis who 
came to avenge the slaying of a 
fellow villager the previous Satur- 
day during a soccer game between 
the Yasif and Julis teams. 

In Tel Aviv, residents of the dis- 
advantaged Ezra and ' Ha'argazim 
quarters burned tyres and set fire to 
a bus, a garbage truck and a 
municipal tool shed, during a riot to 
protest the demolition by municipal 
workers of three illegally built 
homes and a workshop. 

-At Tel Aviv University, 50 stu- 
dents demonstrated and burned an 
old car which (hoy had brought to 
(he campus for the purpose. They 
wore protesting two actions by the 
school administration: the severing 
of lies with the student union and 
the shortening of the Pess&h holiday 
to permit students to make up for 
instruction time lost during the re- 
cent work sanctions by lecturers. 

On Wednesday afternoon of last 
week, thousands of mourners came 
to the Western Galillee village of 
Kafr Yasir to uttend (he funerals of 
Tahsin Al-Burrak, who would have 
celebrated his 18th birthday (hut 
evening, and 33-ycnr-old Daoud 
Haddid. whose wife was giving birth 
that night. 

Ten other Karr Yasir villagers 
were wounded during the two-hour 
terror rampage two days earlier, in 
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Inspector General Ivtzan 

which dozens of Julis villagers — 
wielding hand grenades, rifles and 
knives — descended on nearby Kafr 
Yasir. They burned more than 20 
cars and wrecked 10 houses before 
police managed to bring the riot un- 
der control. 

Nimer Murkus, head of the Kafr 
Yasir local council, accused (he 
police of incompetence und failing 
to heed his wurning of a possible 
vengeance attack for the killing of a 
Julis man at the soccer game (he 
previous weekend. 

But there were also reports that 
the police hud actually increased 
their presence around the (wo 
villages in the days following the 
soccer match. “We worked hard to 
keep the peace after the game. ..but 
I am sorry to admit wc failed.” In- 
spector General Ivtzan was quoted 
us saying. 

Kufr Yasif is a predominantly 
Christian village, with some 
Moslems and Druse. Julis is 
pidhuniii imK Druse 






Mass 


a.-. 






American comedian Jerry Lewis was a guest last week, along with 
others who took part In the Teletrom — Israel Broadcasting’s fund- 
raising drive for the handicapped — of Prime Minister Menahem Begin 
and his wife Aiiza. Lewis is holding several bags of matza given to him 
by Habad Hassidim. Report page 15. (Zoom 77) 


Negev dental clinic 

A dental clinic has opened in the 
Negev town of Sderot, built with 
funds from Project Renewal (the 
joint Israeli- Diaspora Jewry scheme 
for housing and social betterment). 

Planned, built and equipped at a 
cost of IS600.000, the three-chair' 
clinic will serve Sderot ’s 9,000 resi- 
dents. It is the second Project 
Renewal dental clinic, the first hav- 
ing been opened in Ashkelon in 
1979. 
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Gov’t sets up company 
to raise Nanai’ funds 

A company to raise funds for the 
planned Mediterranean-Dead Sea 
canal and hydroelelric project 
has been formed by the govern- 
ment. The company's capital will 
exceed S700 million. 

It is unlikely that any digging will 
start during the next two years, 
since further studies will huve to be 
made to determine the optimum 
route for the canal. 


In Tel Avjv, Mayor Shlomo 
La hat was surrounded by angry 
crowds and heckled during a tour of 
the Ezra and Ha’argazim quarters 
the day after residents there staged 
their violent demonstrations. They 
threatened more violence unless the 
municipality provided alternative 
housing for the families whose 
homes had been demolished by city 
officials because no construction 
permits had been issued for them. 

“Violent disturbances will not 
deter us from (earing down illegal 
structures,*' said the mayor. He said 
the two neighbourhoods will even- 
tually be cleared, so that new apart- 
ment buildings could be built there. 

Meanwhile, (lie directors of 
Israel's universities have accused 
the chairman of the Israeli National 
Union of Students — Tzahi 
Hanegbi — of being "personally 
responsible" for the latest spate of 
campus violence. 

Following n meeting at the Weiz- 
mann Institute of Science in 
Rehovot, the school directors com- 
mittee spokesman said: "Hanegbi 
has become an agitating element at 
the universities. He goes from one 
student union to another and in- 
stigates violence- 

Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
and Tel Aviv University recently 
cut off ties with their respective stu- 
dent unions following discovery of 
alleged irregularities in the manage- 
ment of the unions and in their elec- 
tion procedures. 

Compiled front report* hv Yoram Bar. 
Robert Rnxenberg and \tichal 
YtuMman ( F.i litanal Comment, pave 


More price 
reductions 

By SHLOMO MAOZ 

The prices of eggs and milk 
products were lowered by 18 per 
cent last week, while those of flour 
rose by 1 1.5 per cent and the prices 
of heavy fuels, grains and soybeans 
rose by 12 per cent. 

The reductions in the prices ol 
milk and eggs will be in effect only 
until the end of the month, when 
they will rise again. 

The rise in the price of heavy oil 
is likely to lead to an increase in the 
cost of electricity and water. 

Air conditioners, soft drinks, 

- motorcycles and motorbikes are 
among the items . included in 
Finance Minister Yoram Aridor’s 
! next round or price reductions. 

According to Aridor, lower prices 
on durable goods yill stimulate 
sales to a point whbre total lax 
revenues would ekeedd collections 
if taxes were mainiaiiled at present 
levels. Critics, howevpr, claim the 
lax cuts are really political bail by 
the Likud, to curry favour of voters 
for the forthcoming dational elec- 
tions. 

Late last week, the Central 
Bureau of Statistics announced that 
the cost of living iijdex ■ rose in 
March by 4.8 per cjnl, reaching 
172.7 points on a 1981) base of 100 
points. i 

The March index rise was the smal- 
lest since July 1980 ajid the lowest 
of any March for tije past three 
years, apparently reflecting the suc- 
cess of government efforts to 
reduce inflation by bolding back 
and cutting prices oyer the first 
three months of the year. 

(Editorial comment, ^ g* 22) 


UNIVERSITY OF NATAL 

DEPARTMENT OF COMPUTER SCIENCE 
DURBAN/PIETER MARITZBURQ 

Applications ara invltad from suitably qualified persons, 
regardless of sex, religion, race, colour or national origin for 
appointment to the post of 

PROFESSOR 

The Department of Computer Science of the University of Natal offers 
B.Sc., B.Sc. Honours, M.Sc. end Ph.D. degrees with specialization in com- 
'puter or information science in Durban. Undergraduate courses in computer 
'science and business data processing are offered In Pietermaritzburg. 
:The successful applicant, who will be based in Pietermaritzburg, will be ex- 
pected to further develop the under- and post-graduate courses offered on 
that campus. He will also be responsible for initiating and supervising 
research projects, it is planned to develop the computer science group in 
Pietermaritzburg to form a separata department. 

The University's Computer Centre operates a llnivsc 1100/10 with ter- 
minals in Durban and Pietermaritzburg. The Department of Computer 
Science operates lie own Computing Laboratory with a number of different 
computer systems, including an Image processing system. 

Two year contract appointments are available to overseas applicants 
Relocation costa from anywhere in the world will ba paid within certain 
limits. 


The salary scale attached to the post la: 


R20 040 x 810 — R20 850 x 900 -- 
R26 250 per annum 

The commencing salary grade will be dependent on the quolifications 
and/or experience of (he successful applicant. In addition, a service bonus 
of 93% of one month's salary Is payable subject to Treasury regulations 

Application forms, further particulars of the p09t and information on pen- 
sion. medical aid. group Insurance, staff bursary, housing loan and subsidy 
schemes, long leave conditions and (ravelling expenses on first appoint- 
ment. are obtainable from the Registrar, University of Natal, King 
George V Avenue. Durban 4001. South Africa, with whom applications, 
an the prescribed form, must be lodged not later than May 18 1981 
quoting tho reference Adv. D 29/81 


HEBREW * ALL LEVELS ★ 

Casouc courses 
Le.uuiny, — A pleasure 

1 . Conversational S20.UI 

2. Basic Hebrew felemj S35.0( 

3. The voice iroin 

Jerusalem: int/adv. S35.0( 

4. The Miracle Series 
1 literature' Judaism) 

10 dliTsreDt titles. 

each S7.0( 
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FOR THE 



Learn Hebrew — 

The Living Miracle 
Tutor Tape (Israel) Ltd. 
P.O.B. 9032, Jerusalem Israel 


TO PROCESS Wl 
BLOOD THAT THE 
PEOPLE OP ISRAEL 
OWE SO FREELY 

* M DA- Israel's ttetionl £maig«i6T Metrical, 
Blood, Ambulance 6 Disaster Sendee. 


American Red Hagen Oevfd 
lor Israel 

IBS Seventh Avenue ■ 

New York, H. Y. 1001 1 
TeLaia-.757-H27 


W 




Enclosed la my contrlfauiton of S 

PImm enroll mi eel 

□ ARHOI-MOA Blood Bank Member SM 

□ ARM0I Supporting Member S2S 

□ ARM0I Chel Member 311 

l with to give ■ "GIFT OF UFF* 

□ In Memory of _ — — ■— — 



American Red Migsn Oevid lor leraal, an 
euthmlzed lax exempt erganludan, (a 
the acle support arm in lha Untied Slate ol 
Megan Oavld Adam In Israel. 
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Hill on lUsrrv.-llioii Si-rvitir- 


THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION 







SAV YON IN 


If 11 w£\ 


Ori the highest ijoint in Ramat Aviv Glmmel, a 
superbly designed housing estate is now under 
construction, VSavyonei. Aviv/,' .will be the. ideal, 
place to live - it's being built by the same people 
who built Savyon, Rimon and Givat Savyon. 

Top. architects and landscape architects have 
combined their talents to ;c reate an exceptional 
quality>bf-life concept! Just as in all areas built by 
Africa Israel Investments Limited, "Sayyonei Aviv," 
offers you the finest place to invest: in and to live in. 

Here, you will be close tc the center of town and 
close to. the sea, in a specially-designed garden city 
with shopping center, supermarket, all community 
services, a beautiful park, 
and a truly tranquil environment. 

"Savyon ei Aviv," located on the higeat spot in the 
area to assure you of fresh, clean sea air and a 
marvelous view. 

Contact us and! find but all about "Savyonei Aviv/' 
in Ramat Aviv. 

Welcome to "Savyonei Aviv." 

•>... j. j l , «>»■.:■ •••■'• 

' > 


■i»* v \* • • 
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fFg&mr L •• 
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DPItlCA 

ISRACl 

invESTmcnn 


i X , 


part of the Bank Leumi 'Group 


Tel Aviv: 1 3 Ahad Ha'am St. Tel: 650281 Office hours: 8am- 
3pm Savyon Commercial Center Tel: 751540 Office hours: 
8:30am - 1 pm; 4pm - 6pm 
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Rescue plea 
for Syria’s 
5,000 Jews 

TEL AVIV (Him). — There bas ’ 
been a serious deterioration in the 
status of Syria's 5,000 Jews, who : 
have been forced to hand over their 
passports to the authorities and are ' 
virtually being held hostage. Ty u ! 
was related last week by Menuhin 
Yedid, acting president of the 
Public Committee to Save Jem i D ■ 
Arab Countries, at a press cod. 
ference in Tel Aviv. 

“Prior to the Festival of Freedom : 
(Pessah), we are making an appeal . 
to the entire world and particularly ! 
to world Jewry to raise their voices i 
to save the Jews of Syria, who an 
living in great terror and have i 
become pawns in the enmity 
between the Syrian authority uj 
the Moslem Brotherhood," Yedid 
said. 

He told reporters. -about 
numerous att acks -and rapei of ' 
young Jewish women by Syrian 
soldiers and the members of the 
Moslem Brotherhood. 

Because the Jewish community’s 
<100 marriageable young women w 
unable to find sufficient Jewish 
mules in the thinned-out com- 
munity, they have become prey to 
kidnupping attempts by Moslems, 
who try to force them to marry. 

Yedid reported that one Jewish 
woman, Badriya Bareket, had 
managed to flee Syria and reach the 
U.S., where she is now recovering 
from wounds sustained during her 
escape. He said that Bareket will 
soon hold a press conference then 
and give evidence of the condition 
of Syrian Jewry. 

Yedid appealed for a public out- 
cry against Syria’s persecution a«s 
Jewish community and called fort 
demand that Syria honour its com- 
mitments under the UN DeclW; 
lion of Humun Rights (to which n 
was a signatory) and let the Jews of 
Syria go. 

WZO to reduce 
emissary ranks 

Jerusalem Post Reporter. 
Budgetary constraints na 
forced the World Zionist Organiza- 
tion to ubolish 10 of its emlwaiy 
positions. , 

The Zionist Executive approve 
Inst week u 15 per cent cut wo 
"emissary map, which now con- 
prises HO shlthim (cmissflTieJKJ 
also decided to cut another sup® 
lions by unifying the jo« 
touchers und youth movemenu 
snries nbroad. 

Jewish Agency aliya depart" 1 "" . 
chairman Raphael Kotlowite V . 
posed the cuts, saying 1““. ! 
department would bear the brow 
the staff shrinkage. . ; 

The cutbacks will close the !»■ r 
Aliya Centre branch in 
New York, as well as 
Houston and New Jersey. A 1 
number of aliya sftllhlm in BnW 

New York, Philadelphia and ^ 
Francisco wiU be reduced. • 

Young work volunteers 

About 3,500 Arab and^T, 

young people are joining b 
three-day volunteer work c P 
the town of Umm cl-Fanut. 
Hadera, where they will « 
public buildings and do a varw; 
other jobs. The town, of ov 
residents, has a big to5a ve 

and the camp will serve both ^ 
money and to promote Ar 
ties. j 
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A peace plan to replace Camp David 


By LEON HADAR 
Post New York Correspondent 
AN ISRAELI academic, writing in 
a recent issue of Foreign Affairs, has 
questioned the continued usefulness 
of the Camp David process. 

And he has proposed a detailed 
alternative framework for peace 
that would involve, among other 
things, close defence cooperation 
between Israel and the U.S. and an 
explicit Israeli nuclear deterrence 
posture. 

The author of the -article, Shai 
Feldman, a research assistant at Tel 
Aviv University’s Centre for 
Strategic Studies, notes that 
enthusiasm for the proposed West 
Bank autonomy plan has 
"withered'’ in Israel, while the 
stakes for the parties involved re- 
main huge. 

FcldmHrwunintains that “so long 
as the West Bank continues to oc- 
cupy its present pivotal role in 
Israel's national security policy, 


neither the ‘real autonomy’ nor the 
’Jordanian option’ can materialize:" 

He points out that Israel “has a 
fundamental interest in ridding 
itself of control over the West 
Bank,” not only for security 
reasons, but because extended con- 
trdl threatens "to compromise the 
preferred character of the Jewish 
state." 

His proposed security package is 
designed to address all these con- 
cerns. 

Regarding the first component of 
his plan, Feldman notes that Israel 
could contribute to the West's ef- 
fort to maintain stability in the Gulf 
region by helping to provide intel- 
ligence, by adjusting Israeli air 
bnses so that they are usable by the 
U.S. Air Force, and by serving as a 
pre-positioning base. 

No foreign troops would be 
stationed in Israel — allaying the 
fears of Arab states — while Israel’s 
simultaneous withdrawal from the 


West Bank would make the plan ac- 
ceptable to the West Europeans. 

The secondcomponent would in- 
volve security arrangements in the 
West Bank after Israel's 
withdrawal. 

“These would include prohibiting 
the introduction of heavy arma- 
ments into the West Bank for Arab 
forces and,- conversely, permitting 
the stationing or Israeli early- 
warning systems, surface-to-air mis- 
siles and pre-positloned stocks in 
very limited areas. The limited real 
estate required for these purposes 
should be leased, without prejudice 
to Arab sovereignty over the entire 
West Bank." 

ISRAEL'S WITHDRAWAL would 
immediately reduce the incentives 
for terrorist activity, asserts 
Feldman, but he further proposes 
“an American-initiated, Saudi- 
financed Marshall Plan for the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip." 

"The gradual implementation of 


the enterprise would provide the 
region's residents with an enduring; 
stake in the stability of a positive 
settlement." 

Finally, he writes: "Israel Bhould 
develop nuclear weapons In a quan- 
tity and of a yield sufficient to 
demolish salient targets in each of 
the Arab States. The suggested 
doctrine (Involves) threatening the 
destruction of the cities and 
resources. It should consist of a sim- 
ple but intentionally vague declara- 
tion that any attempt to cross 
Israel’s borders by a significant 
military force would be countered 
with extremely high levels of 
punishment.” 

Regarding Israel's role in a 
Western security arrangement in 
the area, Feldman proposes that 
Israel could provide what he calls 
"real time” intelligence on 
domestic developments in the 
region, which would be required for 
the timely employment of the rapid- 
tyeaction force. 


Two hang-glider terrorists 
were trained by the Syrians 


Bar-Lev’s think-tank 


By HIRSH GOODMAN 
Post Military Correspondent 

The two terrorists who infiltrated 
Israel with power-driven hang- 
gliders early last month were 
trained, briefed and armed by the 
Syrians, according to Israeli of- 
ficials who have interrogated them. 

The two, Abed Halim Mahmud 
Hafet and Jama Halef Yousef, 
reportedly revealed that they were 
trained in u top-secret Syrian 
military base near Homs, in north- 
west Syriu for eight months. 

The gliders were supplied by the 
Syrians and maintained by the 
Syrian air force, The two men were 
provided with all the details pertain- 
ing to their mission by Syrian intel- 
ligence, which had overall respon- 
sibility for the mission. 

The two, both members of the 
Palestine Liberation Front, claimed 
that they were visited during their 
training by Soviet military advisers, 
who came in civilian dress and 
avoided direct contact with them. 


They named their instructors, all 
from regular Syrian units, who not 
only taught them to use the hang- 
gliders but hot-air balloons as well. 
The main liaison between them and 
the Syrians, they said, was Captain 
Azi Kna’an, head of military intel- 
ligence for the Homs region. 

Neither Hafet or Yousef are 
Palestinians. Hafet is a Turk, while 
Yousef is a Syrian regular who 
'tru'd with the S2nd special lort.es 
battalion. A third member of the 
team, Hassan Kahi, who was killed 
after infiltrating Israel, was also a 
Syrian regular from Homs, 

They said that their mission was 
shrouded in secrecy. During the eight 
months they spent at Homs they 
were seldom allowed to leave the 
base, and then only in a group and 
under armed guard. 

They also revealed that they were 
specifically told they would not be 
going on a suicide mission but that 
they would be able to return to 
Lebanon once they had completed 
their attack in Israel. 


By HIRSH GOODMAN 
Post Military Correspondent 

Haim Bur-Lev, the Alignment’s 
shadow defence minister, an- 
nounced last week that he will set 
up u strategic think-tank to be able 
to take over the defence establish- 
ment immediately after the next 
elections — if the Alignment wins. 

He refused to name his team, say- 
ing only that Labour had people 
well versed und current on defence 
lt.ir-l.c\ s:iid he would con- 
centrate on three major areas: a 
general defence overview — which 
he claims the present government 
has never done; Israel's defence 
needs versus Israel’s economic 
reality, concentrating on a formula 
which would allow for the re- 
initiation of national economic 
growth; and Israel's policies in the 
administered territories. 

He continued that during his stint 
in the opposition, and as head of the 
sub-committee for the military 
budget in the Knesset, he was 
aghast at the ad hoc attitude of cur- 
rent defence chiefs. However, he 


‘Pro-Arab envoy’ to retire Hurvitz joins Dayan 


Post Political Correspondent 

Britain's ambassador to Israel, 
John Robinson, will retire from the 
foreign service after the Knesset 
elections in June, a British Embassy 
spokesman said last week in Tel 
Aviv. The announcement has come 
as a surprise here as it is the first 
time a diplomat has had such a short 
posting here. 

The spokesman said Robinson, 
55, had wanted to retire for personal 
reasons even before reaching Israel 
less than a year ago. He said that 
one of Britain's belt-tightening 
economic policies was to encourage 
at least IS senior foreign service of- 
ficers to Lake early retirement this 
year. 

The London Observer wrote last 
week of “Robinson’s diplomatic 
career reaching a sudden and sur- 
prising end.” Robinson, who was 
stationed in Algeria for a long 
period, speaks fluent Arabic and, is 
known to harbour pro-Arab . senti- 
ments that set him at odds ' with 
Israeli officials on certain occa- 
sions. 

Diplomatic sources in Tel Aviv 
said that Robinsori could have made 
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his work easier if he had not been so 
undiplomatic in showing his pro- 
Arab sentiments in the Israel-Atab 
conflict. 

One West European envoy said 
that Robinson bad isolated himself 
almost completely from Israeli 
Jews, while cultivating contacts 
among the Arab population. 

It .was said that Robinson mar- 
his chances from the outset by 
his outspoken speech in support of 
the European Community's , In- 
itiative (the "Venibe Declaration") 
in the Israel-Arab dispute, at his 
first public appearance here. 


By SARAH HONIG 
Post Political Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Continuing negotia- 
tions last week between Moshe 
Dayan and former finance minister 
Yigael Hurvitz ended in a surprise 
agreement by Hurvitz to team up 
with Dayan's reccntfy formed 
Telem list in the elections. The 
agreement was reached as gloomy 
executive members ,of Hurvitz's 
party, Rafi, were abo|t to convene 
in a crucial meeting where they 
were expected to dedde that Rafl 
would contest the elections on Us 
own independent ticket. 

Hurvitz's change d heart came 
after Dayan agreed to change 
Telem’s platform, njWring Rail's 
participation in Telempossiblc after- 
all. [ 

The problematic blank in the 
Telem platform waj, a footnote 
which said Jordan had the right to 
"bring up the matter of, Jerusalem in 
the event of peace talks under the 
provisibns of UN res ilulion 242." . 
.Rafl saw this as hintii % at possible 
deals regarding foreigl sovereignly ' 


over parts of East Jerusalem. 

Dayan finally backed down 
and agreed to scrap the controver- 
sial footnote. It was replaced by a 
clause saying that should Jordan 
raise the Jerusalem Issue in future 
talks, Israel would be willing to dis- 
cuss only the question or the ad- 
ministration of the holy places. 

Rafi executive members were 
dumbfounded by the total reversal 
in the situation and chose not even 
to vole on joining Telem. They said 
they must examine the new plat- 
form closely. They also wanted to 
know what Rail's status in Telem 
would be, and which slots on the 
party's list of candidates would be 
allotted to Rafi members, 

Rafi sources told The Jerusalem 
Post last week that the party will In 
nil likelihood run wftli TTayan, 
although problems, can stilt bo ex- 
pected in revising Telcm’s- list of 
candidates for the Knesset. 

Rafl fared quite badly In the re- 
cent Histadrut labour federation 
elections, which did not enchance 
its chances of re-entering the Likud, 
as some in Rafi had suggested. 
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DWELLINGS 


added that he would be opposed to 
the establishment or a nutional 
security council (something that is 
being demanded by some of his 
senior party colleagues) an the 
grounds that the ministerial defence 
committee in essence is such a 
body. 

Bar-Lev gave a detailed analysis 
or the problems facing Israel, 
divorcing the diplomatic political 
process from the need for Israel to 
establish a viable deterrent, 
v. mobility. The latter, he said, 
would allow the government the 
leeway to pursue diplomatic 
avenues for resolving the Middle 
East embroglio. 

Bar-Lev said he believes that 
Israel has the basic military in- 
dustrial infrastructure to ensure its 
superiority both in terms of quality 
and quantity of arms. The country's 
unlimited technological potential 
coupled with its human resources 
would serve to deter war — by mak- 
ing it too costly for the enemy — 
and would thus provide the enemy 
with the incentive to seek peace, he 
said. 


j j j j f r , j j j 

RENT OR TRADE your Jerusalem 
houae/apartment for our house, August 3-21. 
’Sobel. 6331 North 13th St, Philadelphia, PA 
19141. (215) 324-4228. after 6:00 p.m. 

SHORT-TERM SUMMER Rentals available. 
Contact the professional realtor, AMBAS- 
SADOR Real Estate, 23 Ram ban Street, 
Jeru talent, Tel. 02-660731. 

PROFESSIONAL COUPLE wishes to «- 
change penthouse Jerusalem for housc/flai 
(.tuition munth of August. Contact Ripg. 13 
lliimdpnl Street. Gcrtiun Colons, Jerusalem. 
Tel. uLWOWW. 

FOR SALE In Jerusalem, magnificent home 
next to Jerusalem Theatre. Huge living «- din- 
ing area, 3 bedrooms. Italian tiles throughout, 
beautifully appointed. Large terrace with pos- 
sibility of swimming pool. Wonderful view. 
Exclusive to: Mishlciinot Realty, 17-B Keren 
llayesod. 02-232852, 02-527479. 

LUXURIOUS COTTAGES under construc- 
tion. Ginui Havre dim, 5K rooms, two 
bathrooms, private garden, easy payment 
terms. Makor Urban Development Ltd.. 32 
Rchov Yehuda, Jerusalem. Tel. 02-7I89I7-B. 

FURNISHED APARTMENTS — 
Monihly/HolidavVSabbaiicalt. Write Pfaut, 15 
Hovevet Zion, Jerusalem. Tel. 02-667883. 

jjj J . ..jijj\J, E i ^, V , l ,m, J - r r rr l ,, J 

TO LET one room furnished Oat. Bat Yam. 
Israel, near »ei. Tel. (212) <38-2929 New York. 


i N ET ANY A 

BEAUTIFUL UNFURNISHED 3 bedroom 
apartment for rent, minimum lease- 1 year. 
Wslk to beach. Telephone: Call U.S. (303) 
7704)299 evenings, weekends. 

SELF CATERING furnished apartment for 
rent to vacationers, Ntlanya, Israel. Oaffan, 
P.O.B. 3055, Netenya. 

NETANYA QUALITY holiday apartments 
rental from Dave Robinson. Sbaanoun, 6 
Shmuel Hanatzlv, Netaoya. Tel. 033-28812. 


(Continued on page II t 
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THE POLITICAL WEEK -» 

Peace Now ‘dinner with PLO’ 


By MARK SEGAL 
Post Political Correspondent 
TEL AVIV; — Two Peace Now ac- 
tivists. Dedi Zucker and Yuli Tamir 
— who arc numbers four and five 
on Shulumit Aloni's Citizens 
Rights Movement Msl for the Junei 
30 elections — Iasi year met senior 
PLO spokesman [sum Suriami at a, 
dinner purty given by Austriani 
Jewish tycoon Kart Kahana in 
Vienna. 

The two Israelis were on an of- 
ficial Peace Now mission to win 
European friends and collect funds. 
Kuhanu. u close friend of Austrian 
Chancellor Bruno Kreisky, is one of 
Peace Now’s major financial sup- 
porters. He was recently involved in 
contacts between Arab leaders and 
Lubour Party chairman Shimon 
Peres, pulling his private jet at 
Peres’ disposal to fly to Morocco to 
meet King Hassan. 

Tamir confirmed last week that 
both she and Zucker had dined with 
the terrorist organization’s “roving 
ambassador'’ at Kahana's invita- 
tion. “We had heard he was among 
the more moderate elements in 
Fatah and had even spoken of 
recognizing Israel. Anyhow we 
knew he had already met a number 
of Israelis before us, including Lova 
Eliav. Maui Peled, Prof. 
Yehoshaphat Harkabi and Rabbi 
A din Steinzaltz.” she said. 

A prime motive for her accepting 
the Kahana invitation was “to pul 
straight the record to S&rtawi about 
Peace Now, after Arafat had told a 
newsman that Peace Now was such 
n wonderful movement," she said. 

Sartawi had told them that “he 
was one of many prominent figures 
in lb?. PLO who were moderate but 



Yuli Tamir 



Dedi Zucker 

could not speak out for obvious 
reasons." 

The Peace Now activist said Sar- 
tawi “later wrote a series of articles 
in a PLO publication presenting a 
■really credible portrayal of what 
Peace Now stood for." 

Tamir said “the matter had been 
aired at Peace Now executive 
forums and there was a clear ma- 
jority favouring the meeting." 

But another founder of Peace 
Now, Omri Padan, one of the 
original reserve officers who 
launched the movement, said that 
Zucker and Tamir spoke 
only for a splinter minority of their 
movement in upholding their 
meeting with the PLO envoy and in' 
joining up with Aloni's party. 

Padan said the main objection to 
what happened in Vienna was that 
“It is our position not to have 
anything to do with the PLO until it 
recognizes the Jewish State and 
forswears terrorism. 


Eban warns of 
complacency 

By SARAH HONIG 
Post Political Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Labour Party foreign 
minister candidate MK Abba Eban 
warned last week that the country is 
being lulled into a dangerous stale 
of complacency because of the tem- 
porary easing of external pressures' 
on Israel. 

Eban argued that "the at- 
mosphere in the Israeli street is that 
all burdens have been lifted from us 
and that never has Israel been so 
free from foreign pressures. It is as 
if the world has finally decided to 
leave us alone.” 

But actually the U.S. arid Egypt 
simply are waiting for the elections 
here to be over before they renew 
negotiations and pressure, he said. 
Towards the end of summer or early 
autumn Europe will press its in- 
itiative once more, he continued, 
the UN General Assembly will con- 
vene, and "everything will heat up 
around, us.” Eban warned of a 
“psychological danger inherent in 
our complacency." 

Eban said that even a Labour 
government would see the Camp 
David agreement as its first priority 
because there must be continuity in 
foreign policy from one government 
to the next. 

, Cairo invites biochemists 

I TEL AVIV. — The Israel Associa- 
tion of Biochemists and 
Microbiologists has officially been 
invited to participate in the Cairo 
International Exhibition of Hospital 
and Laboratory Equipment, which 
will take place from May 2-1 V. 


What the Hebrew papers say 


Yediot Ahronot (Independent) writes; 

“J ust as we had certain illusions about 
Jordan, so had we (and still have) illu-| 
sions about Syria, insofar as some people 
believe that Israel's retention of the 
Golan Heights provide an ‘option,’ for 
'holding peace talks with Damascus. 
Now Assad comes along and banishes i 
these illusions. At the Palestine Coun-| 
cil conference in Damascus, Assad 
declared unequivocally that the Golan | 
Heights do not Interest him since he 
wants all of ‘Palestine.’ This (goal) can: 
be achieved only by means of armed 
struggle. 

"As an aside, the Syrian tyrant poin- 
ted out that it had ulready been 
suggested to him several times that the' 
Golan be returned to him in exchange, 
for negotiating with Isruel, but thut lie 
hud turned this offer down since 
‘Palestine comes before the Golan."’ 

Halzofeh (National Religious Purty) 1 
comments on the naming of the Lubour 1 
Party's “shadow cabinet" and finds few 
new faces among those selected. U says 
that "Haim Bar-Lev has more than once 
expressed an extremely ‘dovish’ line in 
matters pertaining to security, and 
especially on the issue of settlements in 
Judea and Samaria. In any case, the con- 
fidence with whcich the Alignment 
presented its shadow cabinet — as if it 
were going to be Israel’s next govern- 
ment — seems a little too presumptuous 
'at the moment." 

Yediot Ahronot (Independent) calls 
the American criticism of Israel's recent' 
action against terrorists in southern 

Begin press adviser quits for 

Dan Pattir has resigned from his 
job as press adviser to the prime 
minister, effective May I. 

A former Davar reporter, Pattir 
served as press attache in 
Washington when Yitzhak Rabin 
was umbassador to the U.S. after 
the Six Day War and begun work at 
the Prime Minister’s Office in 1975. 




Syria's Assad 

Lebunon ‘‘incomprehensible.’’ Hit 
paper notes thut terror against Isrui 
continues despite the lighting in 
Lebanon und that the latest PLO ut< 
tcrranccs (from Damascus) are as my 
eompromixing ns ever. The paper (rai- 
ders why ‘‘Haig's spokesman" thinks 
that Israel must sit buck and “take the 
PLO's blows deult against us in our 
country... Isn't it enough that the Wed 
does nothing itself against the terrorists." 

Ma’arlv* (Independent) commesu 
thnt it is no longer any surprise (hit, 
despite reiterated PLO calls for Israel's 
“elimination," und the “liberatioa' cj 
Jaffa. Haifa, and the Galilee, in (htests 
of Western European nations ihf PLO 
-conlinuus-io-ba-conaideird a moderate 
political organization which musl be o- 
cluded in Midcust negotiations." Die 
paper soys that “financial considers-' 
tions" are what dictate Europeu 
moves. 

Yediot Ahronot says that the presen- 
lulion of the Lubour Porty's cabinet 
designates signals the demise of 
Yitzhak Rabin's political career.” 

research in U.S. 

Pattir said he resigned his post 
because he intends to conduct 
research in the U.S. 

Pattir said the American 
Enterprise Institute, a conservative 
Washington think tank, has ac- 
cepted his proposal to conducl i 
onc-ycur study of the peace process 
between Israel and Egypt. 
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A NATION OF DO-NOTHINGS? 

NO! 


"Am Yisrael” built a country with dedication and hard work. It's not too 
late to go back to basics. "Am Yisrael' 1 needs Industry, creativity and 
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Begin’s soft-pedal strategy 

With the question of relations with the U.S. an issue in the coming Israel 
elections, Prime Minister Begin is being careful not to upset the apparent 
harmony of views between the two countries. Military Correspondent Hirsh 
Goodman discusses whether it is wise to allow internal political considera- 
tions to dictate wider policy, and suggests that “the sharp U.S.-Israel dif- 
ferences on many cardinal points” cannot be shelved indefinitely. 


ONE OF THE MAJOR points of 
argument in what promises to be a 
vicious election campaign here over 
the next 2 Vi months will be the 
nature of Israel's relations with the 
U.S. Only a year ago opposition 
leaders were complaining, with 
justification, that Premier Begin 
had brought these to an all-time 
low. 

Instead of basking In the special 
relationship so carefully built since 
the start of the last decade, the 
CaTter administration and Begin 
were continually at odds. If they 
were not arguing about settlements, 
differences over Israel's policies on 
Lebanon, autonomy, Palestinian 
rights, human rights, half a dozen 
other issues led to sharp disputes 
rather than a dialogue between al- 
lies. In the past few months, 
however, the tension seems to have 
eased. Apart from the AWACS 
crisis, which has defused itself with 
the Reagan administration’s osten- 
sible intention to postpone a final 
decision by a few months, 
bureaucrats and policy-makers in 
Jerusalem and Washington have ap- 
parently rarely been happier with 
each other. At least on the surface. 

Secretary of State Alexander 
Haig has called the terrorists ter- 
rorists. Most of Israel's requests 
made b) a defence delegation at the 
end of March are being considered 
favourably. The strategic dialogue 
will be resumed in Israel early next 
month. And despite the expected 
American condemnation of Israel’s 
large-scale reprisal raid into 
Lebanon this month, there seems to 
be a high measure* of agreement 
about what has to be done there. In 
fact, some claim, the views of Begin 
and Haig on the possibility of Israeli 
intervention on behalf of the 
besieged Christians of Zahle were a 
lot closer than those between Begin 
and many of his key adviBers. 

Moreover, American support has 
manifested itself in more tangible 
terms as well. Haig arrived in Israel 
with an American commitment to 
purchase S200m. in Israeli goods 
over the next year, provided that 
there was a market for them in the 
U.S. The -secretary of state agreed 
to examine- favourably an Israeli 
suggestion for the placement of 
American strategic stockpiles here. 
Such a move would cement the U.S. 
-Israeli strategic bond more firmly 
than any other single peacetime act 
to date, not to mention the 
economic benefits if Israeli firms 
were engaged in the production, of 
some of the items to be stored, such 
as ammunition and weapons com- 
mon to both armies. ' 

And the fresh wind that blows has 
not been confined to Secretary 
Haig. Officials who look part in the 
last round of defence-related talks 
in Washington claim that it.is a long 
time since they have felt so good or 
confident about an American ad- 
ministration. There was under- 
standing at the Pentagon and at the 
State Department. There was un- 
derstanding from the military and 
the economists. In general, things 
have rarely looked better.- . 

THE QUESTION is, why? After 'all, 


there was — and remains — a great 
deal of concern here over the 
Reagan administration's overall 
Middle East defence strategy, as il- 
lustrated by the decision to supply 
Saudi Arabia with the AWACS 
and to increase the aggressive 
capability of the F-15 which the 
Saudis are to receive. 

Also, Haig’s decision to send a 
high-level American diplomat to 
Iraq to try to strengthen ties with 
Baghdad was very disturbing, as was 
President Reagan's warm letter of 
congratulation to President Hafez 
Assad last week on the occasion of 
Syria’s national day. Jordan's King 
Hussein is still obviously considered 
a key American interest here, 
although he has continued to move 
deeper into the rejectionist camp 
and further away from the peace 
process. Despite his pending visit to 
Moscow, the king is sure to con- 
tinue to enjoy a flow of 
sophisticated American weapons to 
bolster what Israel can only view as 
increasingly hostile forces. 

There arc several explanations 
for the apparent inconsistency in 
current American policy, and it is 
doubtful whether the desire to help 
Mr. Begin win the next election is 
one oT them. That, said one 
American official the other evening. 

uvi a Reagan priority right now. 

He went on to explain that the 
seeming dichotomy in America's 
current policy can best be explained 
by two Tacts: the Reagun 
administration is still finding its feet, 
and wishes to sidestep points of fric- 
tion until it evolves a hard doctrine; 

‘Very few of the real 
problems in Israel’s 
relations with the U.S. 
have come to the fore 
since Reagan took 
over...’ 

with the elections now less than 
three months away, Begin is doing 
everything possible to avoid en- 
dangering relations between this 
country and the U.S. in order to 
deprive the opposition of yet 
another piece of ammunition in the 
upcoming battle. 

Israel's initial failure to fight the 
decision to upgrade Saudi Arabia's 
F-15s with an aggressive capability, 
which deeply perplexed the 
premier’s military advisers, is a case 
In point. Israel’s seeming passivity 
on the matter was Interpreted by the 
Americans as indicative or Begin’s 
desire not to rock the boat between 
the two countries so close to an 
election. Apparently someone in 
Washington had intimated to Begin 
that vociferous Israeli opposition on 
the F-15 issue woujd spark off 
some presently dormant points of 
contention bn other fronts, for ex- 
ample, settlements. 

ON ANALYSIS, very few of the 
real problems in Israel's relations 
with the U.S. have come (0 the fore 
since Reagan took over. 


Autonomy has been all but 
forgotten; settlement, Ariel Sharon 
and Gush Emunim all seem to be on 
a protracted vacation from the 

headlines; Israel's pre-emptive, 
policy against the terrorists in the 
Lebanon has raised little stir. 

Talks on the multi-national Sinai 
peace-keeping force are plodding 
along with an absence of vigour 
typical of the ongoing discussions 
between mid-jevei bureaucrats. 

Top-level discussions have been 
"introductory" and “exploratory” 
concentrating on what is unifying 
rather than divisive. American of- 
ficials spoken to, still in the process 
of getting comfortable in their new 
chairs, have been polite and 
forthcoming, agreeing to "review 
favourably" but postponing any 
hard decisions until they have had 
time to study the issues. 

This almost idyllic situation can 
be expected to last a while longer. 
Or at least as long as the Americans 
are preoccupied by events of 
greater importance in other parts of 
the world, like Poland, and until the 
Reagan administration bus settled 
its priorities and can gel around to 
dealing with the problems in this 
region. The crunch will come even- 
tmillv. f.*r there are sharp dif- 
ferences uf opinion on iiiuny car- 
dinal points. It is only a question of 
time. 

Things could not have worked 
out belter for Premier Begin and his 
government. For not only are there 
no current matters of overt dis- 
agreement, giving a transient illu- 
sion of harmony, but as long hs the 
Americans “favourably consider*' 
Israel’s many requests without mak- 
ing any direct commitments, Begin 
can, rightly, point to their tacit ap- 
proval of the Likud's policies. 

UNLESS ISRAEL does something 
outrageous over the next two-and-a- 
half months, no dramatic change in 
this scenario is likely. The Reagan 
administration will still be ordering 
its priorities, will still be preoc- 
cupied by internitiona! and 
domestic events of greater impor- 
tance, will still be reluctant to do 
anything that could be interpreted 
as interfering with internal politics 
in Israel on the eve ol an election. 

And because of thl* one can ex- 
pect the Begin government to con- 
sider long and hard before embark- 
ing on any venture Ukely to upset 
the apple-cart. There ire observers 
close to the government who claim 
that two weeks ago it uas touch and 
go whether Israel woild intervene 
directly in northern Lepanon or not. 

Whether such self-restraint will 
continue or not is an open question. 
And it is also questionable whether 
inaction moulded out of interne! 
political consideration is for the 
national benefit. Whjt is beyond 
question, howevfcr, Is the 
desirability of the government 
pondering its coursp of action 
before rushing into things — - 
something which has lot been the 
hallmark of Mr. Bekin and his 
changing gallery of mmisters these 
past three-arid-a-half years.'. 
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THE POLITICAL WEEK " ■■■ ■ 

Peace Now ‘dinner with PLO’ 


By MARK SEGAL 
Post Political Correspondent 
TEL AVIV: — Two Peace Now ac- 
tivists. Dedi Zucker and Yuli Tamir 
— who are numbers four and five 
on Shulumil Aloni's Citizens 
Rights Movement list for the Junei 
JO elections — last year met senior 
PLO spokesman Isam Surlami at a, 
dinner party given by Austriani 
Jewish tycoon Karl Ruhana in 
Vienna. 

The two Israelis were on an of- 
ficial Peace Now mission to win 
European friends and collect funds. 
K ah an a. a close friend of Austrian 
Chancellor Bruno Kreisky, is one of 
Peace Now's major financial sup- 
porters. He was recently involved in 
contacts betiveen Arab leaders and 
Labour Party chairman Shimon 
Peres, putting his private jet at 
Peres' disposal to fly to Morocco to 
meet King Hossan. 

Tamir confirmed last week that' 
both she and Zucker had dined with 
the terrorist organization's “roving 
ambassador" at Kahana's invita- 
tion. “We had heard he was among 
the more moderate dements in 
Fatah and had even spoken of 
recognizing Israel. Anyhow we 
knew he had already met a number 
of Israelis before us, including Lova 
Eliav. Matti Peled, Prof. 
Yehoshaphat Harkabi and Rabbi 
A din Steinzaltz." she said. 

A prime motive for her accepting 
the Kahana invitation was “to put 
straight the record to Sartawi about 
Peace Now, after Arafat had told a 
newsman that Peace Now was such 
a wonderful movement," she said. 

Sartawi had told them that “he 
was one of many prominent figures 
in the PLO who were moderate but 



Eban warns of What the Hebrew papers say 

ostsvn n\7 Yed,ot AhrtQOt (Independent) writes; 

(jUill UMAvt/iiL) V "Just as we had certain illusions about 

"■ InrHon an linH uw /nnrt Still have) illu-l ■ y'vH 


Yuli Tamir 



Dedl Zucker 

could not speak out for obvious 
reasons." 

The Peace Now activist said Sar- 
tawi "later wrote a series of articles 
in a PLO publication presenting a 
•really credible portrayal of what 
Peace Now stood for." 

Tamir said “the matter had been, 
aired at Peace Now executive 
forums and there was a clear ma- 
jority favouring the meeting." 

But another founder of Peace 
Now, Omri Padan, one of the 
original reserve officers who 
launched the movement, said that 
Zucker and Tamir spoke 
only for a splinter minority of their 
movement in upholding their 
meeting with the PLO envoy and in' 
joining up with Aloni's party. 

Padan said the main objection to 
what happened in Vienna was that 
“It is our position not to have 
anything to do with the PLO until it 
recognizes the Jewish Slate and 
forswears terrorism. „ 


By SARAH HONIG 
Post Political Reporter 
j TEL AVIV. — Labour Party foreign 
1 minister candidate MK Abba Eban 
warned last week that the country is 
i being lulled into a dangerous slate 
of complacency because of the tem- 
porary easing of external pressures ' 
on Israel. 

Eban argued that "the at- 
mosphere in the Israeli street is that 
all burdens have been lifted from us 
and that never has Israel been so 
free from foreign pressures. It is as 
if the world has finally decided to 
leave us alone." 

But actually the U.S. and Egypt 
simply are waiting for the elections 
here to be over before they renew 
negotiations and pressure, he said. 
Towards the end of summer or early 
autumn Europe will press its in- 
itiative once more, he continued, 
the UN General Assembly will con- 
vene, and “everything will heat up 
around us." Eban warned of a 
"psychological danger inherent in 
our complacency." 

Eban said that even a Labour 
government would see the Camp 
David agreement as its first priority 
because there must be continuity in 
foreign policy from one government 
to the next. 

Cairo invites biochemists 

TEL AVIV. — The Israel Associa- 
tion of Biochemists and 
Microbiologists has officially been 
invited to participate in the Cairo 
Internationa] Exhibition of Hospital 
and Laboratory Equipment, which 
will take place from May 2-11. 


Yediot Ahronot (Independent) writes; 
."Just as we had certain illusions about 
Jordan, so had we (and still have) illu-| 
sions about Syria, insofar as some people 
believe that Israel's retention of the 
Golan Heights provide an ‘option,' Tor 
‘holding peace talks with Damascus. 
Now Assad comes along and banishes i 
these illusions. At (he Palestine Coun-| 
cil conference in Dnmnscus, Assad 
declared unequivocally that (he Golan | 
Heights do not interest him since he 
wants all or ‘Palestine.’ This (goal) cun 
be achieved only by meuns of armed 
struggle. 

"As an aside, the Syrian tyrant poin- 
ted out (hut it had already been 
suggested to him several times that the 
Golan be returned to him in exchungc. 
for negotiating with Israel, but Hint he 
had turned this offer down since 
‘Palestine comes before the Golan.’" i 

Hatzofeh (National Religious Party) 1 
comments on the naming of the Labour 1 
Parly's “shadow cabinet" and finds Tow 
new faces among those selected. It says 
that “Haim Bar-Lev has more thnn once 
expressed an extremely ‘dovish* line in 
matters pertaining to security, and 
especially on the issue of settlements in 
Judeaand Samaria. In any case, the con- 
fidence with whcich the Alignment 
presented its shadow cabinet — as if it 
were going to be Israel's next govern- 
ment — seems a little loo presumptuous 
‘at the moment.” 

Yediot Ahronot (Independent) calls 
the American criticism of Israel’s recent- 
action against terrorists in southern 

Begin press adviser quits for 

Dan Pattir has resigned from his 
job as press adviser to the prime 
minister, effective May 1. 

A former Davar reporter, Pattir 
served as press attache in 
Washington when Yitzhak Rubin 
was ambassador to the U.S. after 
the Six Day War and began work at 
the Prime Minister's Office in 1975. 




Syria’s Assad 

LcKanon "incomprehensible " The 
paper notes that terror against lirad 
continues despite the fighting n 
Lebanon and that (he latest PLO ui- 
tcrranccs (from Damascus) are u un- 
compromising as ever. The paper ms- 
ders why "Haig's spokesman" thjnb 
that Israel must sit back and “(alee die 
PLO'.s blows dealt against us in our 
country... Isn't it enough that ihtWwt 
does nothing ItselT against the (errorists.” 
Ma’ariv* (Independent) comment! 
that it is no longer any surprise tbit, 
despite reiterated PLO calls for Isrocl'i 
"elimination," and the "liberation' ^ 
Jaffa, Haifa, and the Galilee, in ihecju 
of Western European nations tfiFPLO 
. continues .to be- considered a moderate 
political organization which mug be in- 
cluded in Mideast negotiations." The 
paper says that "financial considers 
lions" arc what dictate Europeu 
moves. 

Yediot Ahronot says that the presen- 
tation of the Labour Party's cabinet 
designates signals the demise ol 
Yitzhak Rabin's political career." 

research in U.S. 

Pattir said he resigned hit port 
because he intends to conduct 
research in the U.S. 

Pattir said the Americin 
Enterprise Institute, a consetvstiie 
Washington think tank, has ac- 
cepted his proposal to conduct i 
nnc-year study of the peace process 
between Israel and Egypt. 


m 
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Begln’s soft-pedal strategy 

With the question of relations with the U.S. an issue in the coming Israel 
elections, Prime Minister Begin is being careful not to upset the apparent 
harmony of views between the two countries. Military Correspondent Hirsh 
Goodman discusses whether it is wise to allow internal political considera- 
tions to dictate wider policy, and suggests that “the sharp U.S.-lsrael dif- 
ferences on many cardinal points” cannot be shelved indefinitely. 


ONE OF THE MAJOR points of 
argument in what promises to be a 
vicious election campaign here over 
the next 2Vi months will be the 
nature of Israel’s relations with the 
U.S. Only a year ago opposition 
leaders were complaining, with 
Justification, that Premier Begin 
had brought these to an all-time 
low. 

Instead of basking in the special 
relationship so carefully built since 
the start of the last decade, the 
Carter. Administration and Begin 
were continually at odds. If they 
were not arguing about settlements, 
differences over Israel's policies on 
Lebanon, autonomy, Palestinian 
rights, human rights, half a dozen 
other issues led to sharp disputes 
rather than a dialogue between al- 
lies. In the past few months, 
however, the tension seems to have 
eased. Apart from the AWACS 
crisis, which has defused itself with 
(he Reagan administration’s osten- 
sible intention to postpone a final 
decision by a few months, 
bureaucrats and policy-makers in 
Jerusalem and Washington have ap- 
parently rarely been happier with 
each other. At least on the surface. 

Secretary of Slate Alexander 
Haig has called the terrorists ter- 
rorists. Most of Israel's requests 
made b\ a defence delegation at the 
end of March arc being considered 
favourably. The strategic dialogue 
will be resumed in Israel early next 
month. And despite the expected 
American condemnation of Israel's 
large-scale reprisal raid into 
Lebanon this month, there seems to 
be a high measure* of agreement 
about what has to be done there. In 
fact, some claim, the views of Begin 
and Haig on the possibility of Israeli 
intervention on behalf of the 
besieged Christians of Zahle were a 
lot closer than those between Begin 
and many of his key advisers. 

Moreover, American support has 
manifested itself in more tangible 
terms as well. Haig arrived in Israel 
with an American commitment to 
purchase S200m. in Israeli goods 
over the next year, provided that 
there was a market for them in the 
U.S. The -Secretary of state agreed 
to examine- favourably an Israeli 
suggestion for the placement of 
American strategic stockpiles here. 
Such a move would cement the U.S. 
-Israeli strategic bond more firmly 
than any other single peacetime act 
to date, not to mention the 
economic benefits if Israeli firms 
were engaged in the production of 
some of the items to be stored, such 
as ammunition and weapons com- 
mon to both armies. 

And the fresh wind that blows has 
not been confined to Secretary 
Haig. Officials who took part in the 
last round of defence-related talks 
in Washington claim that It is a long 
time since they have felt so good or 
confident about an American ad- 
ministration. There was under- 
standing at the Pentagon and at the 
State Department. There was un- 
derstanding from the military and 
the economists, in general, things 
have rarely looked better. 

THE QUESTION Is, why? After all, 


there was — and remains — a great 
deal of concern here over the 
Reagan administration’s overall 
Middle East defence strategy, as il- 
lustrated by the decision to supply 
Saudi Arabia with the AWACS 
and to increase the aggressive 
capability of the F-1S which the 
Saudis are to receive. 

Also, Haig’s decision to send a 
high-level American diplomat to 
Iraq to try to strengthen ties with 
Baghdad was very disturbing, as was 
President Reagan’s warm letter of 
congratulation to President Hafez 
As&ttd lost week on the occasion of 
Syria’s national day. Jordan’s King 
Hussein is still obviously considered 
a key American interest here, 
although he has continued to move 
deeper into the rejectionist camp 
and further away from the peace 
process. Despite his pending visit to 
Moscow, the king is sure to con- 
tinue to enjoy a flow of 
sophisticated American weapons to 
bolster what Israel can only view as 
increasingly hostile forces. 

There are several explanations 
for the apparent inconsistency in 
current American policy, and it is 
doubtful whether the desire to help 
Mr, Begin win the next election is 
one of them. That, said one 
American official the other evening. 
ii nut a Kcagau priority right now. 

He went on to explain that the 
seeming dichotomy in America’s 
current policy can best be explained 
by two facts: the Reagan 
administration is still finding its feel, 
and wishes to sidestep points of fric- 
tion until it evolves a hard doctrine; 

‘Very few of the real 
problems in Israel’s 
relations with the U.S. 
have come to the fore 
since Reagan took 
over...’ 

with the elections now less than 
three months away, Begin is doing 
everything possible to avoid en- 
dangering relations between this 
country and the U.S. In order to 
deprive the opposition of yet 
another piece of ammunition in the 
upcoming battle. 

Israel's initial failure to fight the 
decision to upgrade Saudi Arabia's 
F- 15s with an aggressive capability, 
which deeply perplexed the 
premier’s military advisers, is a case 
in point. Israel's seeming passivity 
on the matter was interpreted by the 
Americans as indicative of Begin’s 
desire not to rock the boat between 
the two countries so close to an 
election. Apparently someone in 
Washington had intimated to Begin 
that vociferous Israeli opposition on 
the F-15 issue would spark off 
some presently dormant points of 
contention bn other fronts, for ex- 
ample, settlements. 

ON ANALYSIS, very few of the 
real problems in Israel’s relations 
with the U.S. lave come to the fore 
since Reagan took over. 


Autonomy has been all but 
forgotten; settlement, Ariel Sharon 
and Gush Emunim all seem to be on 
a protracted vacation from the 

headlines; Israel’s pre-emptive 
policy against the terrorists in the 
Lebanon has raised little stir. 

Talks on the multi-national Sinai 
peace-keeping force are plodding 
along with an absence of vigour 
typical of the ongoing discussions 
between mid-Jevel bureaucrats. 

Top-level discussions have been 
“introductory" and “exploratory" 
concentrating on what is unifying 
rather than divisive. American of- , 
ficials spoken to, still in the process 
of getting comfortable in their new | 
chairs, have been polite and 
forthcoming, agreeing to “review 
favourably" but postponing any 
hard decisions until they have had 
time to study the issues. 

This almost idyllic situation can 
be expected to last a while longer. 
Or at least as long as the Americans 
are preoccupied by events of 
greater importance in other parts of 
the world, like Poland, and until the 
Reagan administration has settled 
its priorities and can gel around to 
dealing with the problems in this 
region. The crunch will come cvcn- 
lunW>. f*n there arc sharp dif- 
ferences of opinion on many cai- 
dinal points. It is only a question of 
time. 

Things could not have worked 
out belter for Premier Begin and his 
government. For not only are there 
no current matters of overt dis- 
agreement, giving a transient illu- 
sion of harmony, but as long as the 
Americans “favourably consider" 
Israel's many requests without mak- 
ing any direct commitments, Begin 
can, rightly, point to their tacit ap- 
proval of the Likud's policies. 

UNLESS ISRAEL does something 
outrageous over the next two-and-a- 
half months, no dramatic change in 
this scenario is likely. The Reagan 
administration will still be ordering 
its priorities, will still be preoc- 
cupied by International and 
domestic events of greater impor- 
tance, will still be reluctant to do 
anything that could be interpreted 
as interfering with internal politics 
in Israel on the eve of an election. 

And because of thi^ one can ex- 
pect the Begin government to con- 
sider long and hard before embark- 
ing on any venture likely to upset 
the apple-cart. There ire observers 
close to the government who claim 
that two weeks ago it \tas touch and 
go whether Israel wotld intervene 
directly in northern Lebanon or not. 

Whether such aelf-jestraint will 
continue or not is an open question. 
And it is also questionable whether 
inaction moulded ou{ of internal 
political consideration is for the 
national benefit. Whft Is beyond 
question, however, is the 
desirability Of the .'government 
pondering Us caursl of action 
before rushing into things — 
something which has Jot been the 
hallmark of Mr. Bekin and his 
changing gallery of m&Utefcs these 
past threc-arid-a-half yjars. 
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WASHINGTON has still to define 
its policy for the Middle East, but 
Isruel — and its American sup- 
porters — have good reason to be 
optimistic. 

Thiit is the message of former 
U.S. Senator Richard Stone of 
Florida, who outlined some of his 
expectations from the Reagan ad- 
ministration and Secretary of State 
Alexander Haig during a visit to 
Israel this week. 

Haig's description of the U.S. and 
Israel us "permanent allies," said 
Stone, "is something new and pretty 
strong." He views this concept os a 
step forward from previous depic- 
tions of the U.S. link with Israel as a 
"moral commitment." combining as 
it does the strategic role that Israel 
can play in coordination with 
America, and the deep belief that 
the Jewish state shares many values 
with the American people. 

He expressed sympathy for 
Israel's difficulty in trying to avoid a 
conflict with Washington over the 
sale of the AWACs surveillance 
planes to Saudi Arabia so early in 
the reign of an administration with 
which it wants to be on good terms. 

“It's very difficult to support the 
new Reagan administration when 
you disagree with its first decision," 
said Stone, who took part in the 
transitional deliberations on policy 
and had hoped for a position in 
Haig’s team. He thinks, however, 
that the American public can be 
persuaded that the sale of AWACs 
to Saudi Arabia is not in the U .S. in- 
vest. People will be asked to con- 
sider why Riyadh needs four 
AWACs when it has four U.S.- 
rtianned surveillance planes 
V, guarding the oilfields. “They 
« 'already have four for defence. Why 
do they need four others for 
something else?” 

Conceding that there must have 
been a policy debate on the sale at 
the highest level. Stone questioned 
whether there was any debate on it 
at the middle and low levels in the 
policy-making corridors in 
Washington. 




An ex-senator’s message 

What can Israel expect from the Reagan Administration? An 
opinion on the ‘thinking at the top’ in Washington was given last 
week by former Democrat senator Richard Stone at a meeting 
with Jerusalem Post staff members. Robert Rosenberg reports 


Describing the first months of the 
Reagan administration as “a 
shakedown cruise," he indicated 
(hut no formal policy on the Middle 
East would be coming out of 
Washington before the Israeli elec- 
tions on June 30. 

ASKED ABOUT the differences 
between U.S. Secretary of State 
Alexander Haig and National 1 
Security Adviser Richard Allen on 
the nature aT the PLO, Stone 
declared firmly that he was certain 
there was no conflict there. On the 
PLO and terrorism at least, he said, 
the Reagan administration is very 
forthcoming and very clear. 

“Al Haig didn't criticize Allen for 
his comments about terrorism, and 
•when Haig took a strong position on 
the alliance between Israel and the 
U.S., Allen didn't criticize that." 

Referring to the PLO as “a bunch 
of murderers," Stone said that the 
new administration was taking a 
stronger position on terrorism than 
the previous one. U had undertaken 
to analyse the PLO-Moscow con- 
nection, and he emphasized his 
point by expressing the hope that a 
photograph of a smiling Yasser 
Arafat at an East German con- 
ference in that morning's Jerusalem 
Post “made it to the papers in 
America." '"1 

Stone spoke em'otionaUy on the 
issue, leaning forward' and punching 
a fist into a palm as he described 
what he views as the Reagan ad- 
ministration's understanding that 
terrorism is a "fateful” issue for thfe 
free world. 



Indicating that Israel can expect 
strong backing for its war_on ter- 
rorism, Stone stated bluntly that 
Washington recognizes the Soviet 
role in training terrorists worldwide. 
But what Reagan and his advisers 
have said so far is “still not 
enough," and he hoped that anti- 
terror would be given a higher 
priority in the coming months. 

AS A DEMOCRAT, how could 
Stone have sought a role in a 
Republican administration? 

Replying to this question, he 
spoke of "strategic elements" and 
pointed out that there were other 
Democruts besides himself who 
buck Reagan's policy of “standing 
up to lhe~R.ussiana." Senators 
Henry Jackson and Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan were two who agreed 
with him that the time has come "to 
call a proxy a proxy" when referring 
to Soviet surrogates operating in the 
world. 


The Beduin way of life 


REPORTS by so-called 
philanthropic missions on alleged 
Israeli shortcomings in the ter- 
ritories. based ■ either on. hostile 
sources or on misinformation, pre- 
sent Israel’s enemies with the moral 
basis which they need for their plan- 
ned war against the Jewish state. 

Worst of all in this regard are 
Westerners who, out of total ig- 
norance of the various ways of life 
in the Middle East, send home 
reports containing frightening 
descriptions of "life under Israeli 
rule." which, in fact, are descrip- 
tions of modes of living completely 
unfamiliar to them as Americans, 
English or Germans. 

One such account was given 
recently by a member of a Holy 
Land Christian mission in 
Bethlehem to Mr. C. of 
Worthington, Ohio. Here is an ex- 
tract from his letter describing a Be- 
duin encampment in winter: 

"The people live in small tents 
covered with their doth that has 
been hand-woven from goat hair. I 
viw no tables, chairs or beds in their 
homes. The> eat and sleep on damp 
and mudd). cold dirt floors. And 
when a child gets sick he is treated 
h\ 'thc tribe s medicine man. who 
uses fumes from burning dung and 
urine to try and cure the illness. 
These people are so poor, their 
children have no socks or shoes — 
no underclothes or warm winter 
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By Moshe Sharon 

coats... So it's no wonder that these 
children are not only under- 
nourished, but also susceptible to 
any disease that may strike..." 

Mr. C. was horrified by this letter, 
and by an accompanying descrip- 
tion of a little girt lying ill in a tent 
with what the writer decided was 
pneumonia. He immediately wrote 
to the U.S. Consulate in East 
Jerusalem with the query: "Does 
this type of condition exist in 
Israel?" 

THE ONLY REPLY of the con- 
sulate was to refer the shocked 
American citizen to the Israel Em- 
bassy in Washington. It was not 
their business to explain the Beduin 
way of life to him. 

If it had been, they might have 
told him that a Beduin prefers living 
in a tent to living in a stone house; 
that many Beduin who own stone 
houses choose to abandon them in 
the winter and move to the desert to 
live in caves or tents because it is 
warmer in the desert in a tent made 
out of goat’s hair. 

I have spent many months in such 
tents, and can confirm that they are 
much better to live in than houses, 
for they do not need central 
heating. The Beduin love them; 
they also love the caves they dig for 


Indeed, on Poland he made it 
clear that the world could expect 
“effective and not just symbolic ac- 
tion" on the part of the U.S. ad- 
ministration if the Soviet Union 
tried to enforce its rule in that 
country. The previous administra- 
tion, said Stone, "spoke loudly but 
took very little effective action. This 
administration speaks more quietly, 
but is only interested in effective ac- 
tion." 

STONE TALKED a great deal 
about Reagan’s "style," which he 
regarded as something to be 
seriously considered by Israel in 
connection with the aeltlemenuis-^ 
sue. While the new Reagan people 
had much more open minds on the 
West Bank settlements than their 
predecessors, Reagan's "personal 
stamp" would be a decisive factor in 
determining whether they became a 
prominent issue in U.S. -Israel rela- 
tions. 

"Reagan may be genial, but he is 
decisive. You don't mess with him," 
he said . 

AHVfAJOR FACTOR in unsealing 
Stone from his Florida Senate seat 
was the Moral Majority evangelical 
movement. 

"They put a big sign on their Tal- 
lahassee church headquarters on 
the day or the elections," he snid. 
•The sign said, ‘Does God hear the 
prayers of a Jew?’ " 

There # were “dements" within 
the movement who were very sup- 
portive of Israel, but they don't 
“intrude" in the same way as its 
leuder, Jerry Falwell, whom he 
regards as "quite dangerous." 


DISCUSSING the situation in (h e 
Middle East, Stone said that in n 
cent months, even the sceptics in 
Washington had been persuaded 
that Egypt is “formly committed" to 
(he path of peace. 

Stone praised America’s eff«h 
to reach an agreement that would 
send forces from non-Mlddle East 
countries into Lebanon to reitort 
peace and order, but pointed m 
that Southern Lebanon wbi one 
more area on which the Reagan ad- 
ministration had not yet enunciated 
a dlcar policy. But he thought 
Haig s recent visit to this region wbi ' 
"the first step" in the emergence of 
something other than a generally * 
piecemeal policy. ; * 

His confidence about the Egyp. 
liun commitment to peace was not 
reflected in what he called > 
parent optimism" about the Inqi 
position. Citing Jordanian and 
Egyptian support for Iraq in its nr 
with Iran, Stone confessed that la '• 
pessimism might be the result ofooi j 
seeing the cable traffic that to ; 
State Department officials whom ! 

. ^optimisUO-ahoui^Iiaq -joining to 1 
Western alignment were seeing I 

He suggested that certain North j 
African countries he named - 
Tunisia and Morocco — could he 
the next Arab countries to join (be 
pence process, rather than Saudi 
Arabia. 

“When the administration finally 
makes up its mind," he said, “ft will 
try to include more moderate, more 
conservative states. Those could be 
stales in North Africa." 

The e.x-senator has taken the 
same course as many another 
ousted U.S. politician — he's joined • 
a law firm. The firm is Pro&kauer, 
Rose, Goels and Mendelsohn, 
which handles Israel Discount 
Hunk’s affairs in the Stales, as well 
us Edmond dc Rothschild's affain 
in the U.S. and Israel. One of tie 
firm’s partners, George Shapiro, to 
visited Israel 82 limes. Promising 
thut he himself would be coming 
here more often in future Stone ad- 
ded, " Maybe as often as OcQCge- 


living in themselves and sheltering 
their animals. 

And they are not poor. 

In fact, most of them arc 
probably richer than the member of 
the mission or Mr. C. of 
Worthington. I can hardly 
remember a Beduin who owned less 
than 100 goats and sheep, as well as 
many camels. A camel fetches in 
the market today more than S 1,000, 
a goat or a sheep some $200. A Be- 
duin with his flock, dressed in rag- 
ged clothes, may look poor and 
wretched to the Western observer, 
but he could well be driving a for- 
tune ahead of him. 

I HAVE JUST spent a month 
among the Beduin in the Judean 
desert. I me( happy-looking people 
who are trying to preserve their 
culture against those crazy strangers 
who want them to put tables and 
chairs in thejr tents. The earth floor 
on which I had the great honour to 
sleep many times, is as good as any 
bed in the eyes of the Beduin, most 
probably belter; it is certainly 
preferable to a European bed. 

The letter from Bethlehem also 
reflects the Western attitude where 
the cure of jllness is concerned. A 
local Beduin “medicine man’’ is 
usually more highly regarded than a 
professional doctor. Beduin 
medicine is an art which may ap- 
pear horrifying to the European 



who knows nothing about Beduin 
culture, yet the Beduin prefers it to 
modern hospitalization. But if one 
of them asks for it, the Israeli 
authorities do their utmost to get 
him to the best hospital in 
Jerusalem for treatment at the 
military government's expense. This 
I know from experience; the Hadas- 
sah University Hospital in 
Jerusalem has a great number of 
Arab patients, not only from the ter- 
ritories, but also from Jordan and 
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other Arab countries who arei"* 
state of war with Israel. 

Belief in predestination and 
tribal medicine-man are usually " 
reasons that keep many “ , , 
from reaching modern nosp 
sometimes even after the auihonu 
have explicitly requested fn* 1 
mission. 

All these things could h* v *^ e 2 
explained to the puzzled Mr, 
his consulate in Jerusalem- ^ 
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COMMENTARY 


The Western concept of a ‘moderate’ Arab state is the product of 
an overdose of self-delusion and wishful thinking, writes Moshe 
Sharon in this Viewpoint. 


The Arab moderation myth 


THE ARMING of Saudi Arabia 
with some of the most advanced ag- 
gressive weapons and the most 
sophisticated electronic espionage 
equipment has been explained away 
by the U.S. administration as an at- 
tempt to blunt the Soviet threat to 
the Persian Gulf. 

Similar reasons were cited by the 
previous administration when it 
decided to arm Egypt with ad- 
vanced U.S. military equipment. In 
the Egyptian case, however, it was 
said that Egypt, after signing the 
peace treaty, could no longer be 
regarded as a potential threat to the 
Jewish state. Therefore, every piece 
of military equipment it acquired 
was an investment in the new 
strategy aimed at countering the 
Soviet threat in the area. 

It is hard to believe that any 
serious strategist in either the White 
House or the Pentagon can believe 
that the Saudi army would have any 
effect in a conflict with the Soviet 
Union. It is even less likely that U.S. 
politicians can really believe Saudi 
assurance (offered privately) that 
the offensive weapons will not be 
used against Israel. 

THERE HAS BEEN no change in 
the Arab strategy vls-it-vls Israel; nor 
has the Israeli-Egyptian peace 
treaty made any difference. If 
anything, it has made Israel much 
more vulnerable on its southern and 
southeastern fronts. 

If proof were necessary of the 
continued uncompromising Arab 
attitude towurds Israel, it was con- 
tained in the official Jordanian 
declaration at the end of U.S. 
Secretary of State Alexander Haig's 
recent visit to Amman. 

Summing up Jordan’s current 
policy, there was not a single 
change in the usual formula — that 
a just and lusting peace in the Mid- 
dle East can be achieved only on the 
basis of the total Israeli withdrawal 
from nil the territories occupied 


after the 1967 war and the restoration 
of the Palestinian rights and the 
recognition of the PLO as the 
legitimate representative of the 
Palestinians. 

In the political dictionary of the 
Arabs, this means quite simply the 
liquidation of Israel. 

At present, Jordan enjoys a de 
facto peace with Israel — and yet, 
because of the liberal Israeli 
military government, it exercises an 
extraordinary degree of influence 
over the daily life of the people in 
Judea and Samaria. At the same 
time, Jordan can claim to have the 
longest frontier of any country with 
the Zionist enemy, now that Egypt 
is out of the gume. From this unique 
position, Jordan typifies what has 
come to be known as a "moderate" 
Arab slate. 

Had the word "moderate" not 
been used so seriously by otherwise 
intelligent people in the West and in 
Israel, one might have been 
tempted to dismiss it os a bad joke. 
But the word is used seriously by 
serious people. 

There are those who perceive 
Saudi Arabia ns being “moderate," 
just ns they perceive Jordan to be 
"moderate." I would not be sur- 
prised if the ground is not being 
prepared to make Syria "moderate" 
(with “reservations," of course). 
WHAT DOES IT TAKE to be a 
"moderate" Arab state? First, it 
should be nude clear that die con- 
cept originated in the West and that 
it is the product of an overdose of 
self-delusion ond wishful thinking 


by those who share the culture of 
doubt and self-criticism — the 
Western, or Judeo-Christian, 
culture. 

The word “moderate" is not used 
by the Arabs; certainly not by the 
Arab countries to which it has been 
attributed. 

.“Moderate" Arab states, ac- 
cording to the U.S. political dic- 
tionary, are apparently those states 
which arc considered potential can- 
didates for joining the Camp David 
peace process. Both Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia have rejected Camp 
David, yet they not only enjoy the 
image of civilized "moderates," but 
also cash in on it. 

The “moderation" of Saudi 
Arabia and Jordan, therefore, 
seems to be based on the fact that 
both these countries are prompt in 
their readiness to accept American 
aid and American weaponry for the 
jihnd (holy war) which (hey 
solemnly reaffirmed (his yeur at 
the Islamic Summit conference. 

Eager to justify their policy, 
which gravely undermines Israel’s 
security, the Europeans and 
Americans were quick to dismiss 
the jitmd call as mere lip-service to 
Islamic unity. Thnt may be so. Any 
beginner in Islamic studies can tell 
you that only a caliph recognized by 
the whole Islamic community cun 
declare jihad and no such caliph has 
existed for centuries. 

Iluwi-ver. outside the realm of 
Islamic scholarship, there is no 
question that the Islamic Summit 
decisions and the Saudi and Jorda- 


nian declarations that followed, 
confirm these countries’ continued 
dedication to the war against Israel. 

Yet they are "moderate,” a fact 
which will enable them to share 
U.S. weapons with other Arab 
states in yet another attempt to 
obliterate the shame caused to the 
Arabs and Islam by the establish- 
ment of the Jewish state.. 

By (he time Saudi Arabia has ab- 
sorbed the advanced U.S. weapons 
and finished the construction of its 
airbase in Tabuk, the Egyptians will 
have completed the re-arming and 
rc-orgunizution of their army. They 
will also huve accomplished the dig- 
ging or the three tunnels under the 
Suez Canal. 

In addition, the Egyptians will 
have received from Israel the 
remainder of Sinai and their ad- 
vanced posts will be but a Tew 
kilometres from Eilat. 

Then the plan will be complete: 
Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Egypt will 
have unified systems of weaponry 
and strategically contiguous ter- 
ritory. 

EGYPT HAS NEVER made any 
secret of the fact that the Arab 
world and the common Arab cuusc 
have priority over the peace treaty 
with Israel. The reason Egypt hus 
been al pains not to raise Israeli 
suspicions too high is that there is 
still about. a year before Sinai is 
completely in iis hands — and free 
of Jews. 


Having discovered Israel’s 
weakness for peace and America's 
sentimental attitude towards it, the 
Egyptians are now confident that 
nothing can stop the process that 
will give them full control of the 
strategic peninsula. 

Meanwhile, the Egyptians are 
making full preparations to par- 
ticipate in a jqint Arab strategy 
against Israel — with the Saudis, the 
Jordanians and the Iraqis. 

The normalization of relations, 
which was supposed to crown the 
Israeli-Egyptian peace, is a strictly 
one-sided business. 

The autonomy talks have come to 
a standstill and the Egyptians are 
now oreparing the “bill" to be 
presented to Israel after April 26 
next year when it will repeat the 
usual a Arab demands — complete 
Israeli withdrawal. East Jerusalem; 
Palestinian rights.. .Egypt will also 
'insist that it never demanded 
anything less, and it will be right. 

No matter who forms the next 
Israeli government it will not be 
able to meet the Egyptian "bill”, al 
which point the Egyptians will feci 
ut liberty to embrace their brethren 
from the Eastern Front und pool 
with them their supply of Class A 
American arms. 

IT IS NOT too late for the 
Americans to reconsider the arms 
transactions with the Saudis — and 
also their entire Middle East policy. 

And Israel, which should now be 
fully aware of future Egyptian plans, 
should demand a revision of (he 
treaty. It is clear ihut Egypt wishes 
to regain its dominant position in 
the A rah world. With all this in 
mind. Israel's continued withdrawal 
from Sinai may prove to be u major 
blunder and should he Mopped. 

7 he author is a senior lecturer m 
the history of the Islamic peoples at 
the Hebrew University. 


Sales manual for Arafat 

FOREIGN MINISTRY experts 



THE FOREIGN MINISTRY has 
acquired a document, apparently 
prepared by a pro-Palestinian 
American public relations expert, 
that calls on Yasser Arafat to study 
television techniques: it suggests 
“coalescing" with opposition 
groups in Israel, and recommends 
to Arab lobbyists in Washington 
that they "copy" Zionist lobby 
techniques. 

The document, prepared during 
the previous administration, in- 
forms its readers that the "Zionist 
lobby would not be worried by a few 
hundred Arab students marching in 
the streets in keffiyehs. 

“It would be worried if Walter 
Cronkite was continually calling on 
Oeorge Ball or Prof. Noam 
Chomsky to counterbalance every 
statement by (Prime Minister 
Menahem) Begin. 

The document, an apparent 
working draft of a Palestinian 
propaganda effort, not only sheds 
light on Palestinian information 
methods in the U,S., but on . con- 
cerns and worries the Palestinian 
lobby has about its competitor, the 
Zionist lobby. 

It calls on Arab propagandists to 
"take away Jewish control of the 
debate,” and quotes John 
Richardson, a prominent member 
of the National Association for 
Arab Americans, as saying that 
rather than be "pro- Arab, be pro- 
American.” 

The thesis of the paper says that 
“the ‘war’ will be won not on the 


By Robert Rosenberg 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 

battlefield, nor even around the 
conference table, so much as in the 
minds of Americans." 

It suggests that the arena of con- 
flict between Israel and the Palesti- 
nians moved to the U.S. during the 
days of the Nixon Doctrine, when 
the Middle East conflict began be- 
ing viewed as a regional conflict, 
and no longer only in terms of the 
Arabs and the Jews. 

SUGGESTING that "anti-Zionists" 
Albert Einstein and Nahum Gold- 
mann be quoted, the document 
reflects some ignorance about 
Jewish anti-Zionism and Zionist 
history. 

Yet the author — whose identity 
is unknown to Foreign Ministry ex- 
perts who have been studying the 
paper — is apparently well aware of 
internal Israeli conflicts. 

It suggests quoting “Sephardi 
spokesmen,” and calls for a 
"coalescing with the Peace Now” 
movement. Specifically, it suggests 
that every opportunity be taken to 
undertake joint public appearances 
with Peace Now spokesmen in the 
U.S. 

The author also suggests align- 
ment with the American black com- 
munity and, noting that the 
American black is “deeply 
religious," recommends stressing 
the “role of the Christians in the 
Palestinian elite.” 


believe that the author of the paper 
was able to present it to supporters 
of the Palestinian cause with direct 
access to Yasser Arafat. 

It recommends that Arafat lake 
on "professionalspeechwrilers," es- 
pecially when he is to appear before 
Western audiences. 

It calls on Arafat to study "televi- 
sion techniques — facial expres- 
sions, etc.” 

“Give publicity to all Arafat 
statements implying willingness to 
tolerate the existence of Israel — 
tell people what the PLO covenant 
really says and what the Likud 
charter says about an Israeli exten- 
sion to the borders of Iraq. Stress Al 
Fatah guerrilla operations are only 
conducted withiri Israel and the Oc- 
cupied Territories.” 

The author describes the Jewish 
lobby as “high-key, pushy, ar- 
rogant" and strongly recommends 
being “as different as possible.” 

It suggests telljng the stories of 
children and old people — the 
American public, It says, is far less 
sympathetic to the plight of people 
in the "prime of life." 

THE DOCUMENT also places a 
heavy emphasis on techniques. 

Don't buy paid advertisements, it 
says, because Only the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation reads them. 
Go easy on Sadat, it says, because 
of his popularity in the U.S. 
(describe his litaty with Israel 
“more in sorrow |han in anger"). 

In the context Of the "Christian" 


connection, “let It be known that 
the Vatican doesn't recognize 
Israel." 

Stress that the Palestinians were 
“historically — the last victims of 
the Nazis" and react immediately to 
events. 

On the relations with the press, 
the report recommends avoiding 
“publishers and editors" — "this is 
not Egypt." 

Instead, it suggests making- con- 
tacts with “top news personalities" 
who haveithe authority to decide 
what stories to cover. 

U suggests concentrating on small 
population states, where "the 
Zionist lobby is weak." 


“It would do no harm for Arafat 
to explain that tightrope he has to 
walk to keep majority PLO support 
behind him... the difference in 
militancy between Palestinians who 
come from the occupied territories 
and others." 

The report strongly suggests mak- 
ing comparisons between the West 
Bank and the "Banlustans" of 
South Africa and between Jewish 
settlers in the administered ter- 
ritories and "red-neck" colonialists. 
The report also calls on Palestinian 
propagandists to compare the 
Israeli military administration of the 
territories ta military occupations 
elsewhere In the world. 
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A taste of the Technion 


NOT VERY many children at the 
Amal Arab grade school in Acre, or 
at the Bialik primary in Afula, 
dream of going to the Technion in 
Haifa when they grow up. They are 
indeed “disadvantaged" children. 

But dozens of them, joined by 
their peers from Tirat Carmel, 
already study at (he Technion. for 
four hours a week, in the new 
buildings of the Department of 
Science and Technology. 

The department buzzes with ac- 
tivity in the afternoons. One 12- 
year-old girl swings a pendulum she 
had just put together in the physics 
lab. while her classmate times the 
swing with a very professional look- 
ing stop watch and registers the 
results. In another room, a boy ex- 
citedly calls out “teacher, my bulb 
is lit up," after he successfully con- 
structed an electrical circuit, for the 
first time in his life. 

in a third room, an Arab girl 
works out a simple problem on a 
computer, fascinated as the answer 
flashes on the display screen, 

MATHEMATICS Professor Azriel 
Evyatar, the head of the depart- 
ment, said that 274 boys and girls, 
from 12 to 14 years old, are at- 
tending the course, now in its third 
year. 

The children, all in the top 
quarter of their classes, were chosen 
by their teachers for the enrichment 
programme. Some 20 Arab children 
from Acre are attending this year, 
for the first time. 


By YA’ACOV FR1EDLER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Some experts in the department 
believe, however, that the course 
should be expanded to include 
children in the second quarter of 
their class standings. If tight budgets 
preclude this, the experts say that it 
may even be preferable to con- 
centrate on the second quarter 
rather than the top quarter. They 
feel that the majority of top children 
will somehow make their own way, 
and that it is the second 25 per cent 
who can be “salvaged" if they are 
given a push. 

Although Evyatar agreed that 
teachers would be responsible for 
selecting the pupils to participate in 
the course, he would have preferred 
that “the children themselves made 
the choice, so that those who are 
most interested would reach us." 

From his extensive experience in 
training gifted children, Evyatar has 
found that “the kids with the 
strongest motivation go farther, 
though they may have fewer 
qualifications.” 

The drop-out rate in the course is 
“virtually zero," said ‘Avraham 
Moshe, the programme's academic 
adviser and executive director. 

The children are bused to the 
Technion for their classes, rather 
than using the less expensive and 
Less complicated system of bringing 
the teachers to the schools. The 


prestige and glamour of “going to 
the Technion" is an integral ele- 
ment in the success of the program- 
me. 

Course offerings include 
electronics; physics; human 
relations; and the development of 
reasoning ability. The syllabus was 
specially developed to avoid 
duplication of material the children 
are taught in their schools. This 
both increases efficiency and leaves 
the work, which is “very hard," in- 
teresting enough to retain the 
children's attention. 

Teaching in the special program- 
me is much more demanding 
than teaching regular classes. Moat 
of the teachers are motivated by the 
desire to help, and by the challenge 
of the “interesting and rewarding 
work,” Evyatar said. 

“WELL, WE HOPE and expect 
that at least some of these children 
will be pushed far enough along by 
our courses to eventually come to 
study as undergraduates," Evyatar 
said. “We always n?ed reserves of 
talented and qualified candidates. 

But there’s more. “The Technion 
is financed by public funds and we 
feel we owe the public a debt. We 
must repay it as we can, and 
teaching is our form of 'con- 
tribution,” he added. 

THE DEPARTMENT of Science 
and Technology Education trains 
Technion students to teach science. 
Evyatar, who deals with both adults 



and children, has developed fairly in the same way," he said, 
definite ideas on education and “Life is not standing still, and we 
schooling. are now in the middle of a computer 

He notes that in Israel teachers' revolution, which will probably 

wages are “linked” to the pay scales change our lives as much as the In- 
fo r engineers. But while an dustrial Revolution did 200 years 

engineer's product is evaluated for ago. 

its usefulness, “who evaluates what “It is, 1 believe, wrong to deal 
the teachers are producing?" he with all our school children in a uni- 

wonders. form manner. By trying to give 

"Ltnfortunately our schooling equal schooling to everybody, we 

suffers from inertia, going on year arc. in fact, dragging down the level 

after year teaching the same things of cvcryhody," he asserts. 


Keeping Hebrew Hebraic 




THE MOST RECENT proposal for 
Latinizing the Hebrew script is 
frightening, especially because of 
the appeal it no doubt has for many 
Israelis in technical and scientific 
fields. 

I think that we must take a very 
hard look at the implications of 
such a scheme, as it was so 
enthusiastically proposed in a re- 
cent article in The Jerusalem Post by 
Michael Avinor. 

First, its adoption would rellect 
a defeatist attitude on the part of 
the educational system in Israel, for 
Latin ization would mean that the 
school system is incapable of 
producing graduates who are, at 
least functionally, bilingual. 

Despite Avinor's admission that 
the rote of English as the scientific 
lingua franca "is not an immutable 
fad," Latinization implies that the 
key to the future lies in the West. A 
far more realistic approach would 
be to see the Far East (especially 
the People’s Republic of China) 
making tremendous strides in the 
field of technological and k . .scien? 
tific progress. Thus, after the 
proposed Latinization of Hebrew, 
the next stage could be to render 
Hebrew in Chinese or Japanese 
script. 

I know that this sounds like a 
redact io ad absurdum. nonetheless, it 
is certainly in keeping with the spirit 
of Avinor's approach. 

THE DEFEATIST implications are 
even more serious for Hebrew' 
culture itself. Avinor seems to ig- 
nore the fact ihut modern Hebrew is 
such a recent phenomenon and that 
a shill away from Hebrew script 
could constitute a death blow to 
modern Hebrew. 

Why? Bccuusc Hebrew is cur- 
rently engaged in a struggle against 
the inundation of foreign-sounding 
and foreign-looking words in 
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Hebrew-Eanguage physical science 
and social science texts. Because 
many commercial enterprises in 
Israel find English in Latin 
characters and Hebraized English 
far more appealing than Hebrew. 
Because the attraction to things 
Western reflects a basic malaise in 
Israeli society, a crumbling of 
Zionist ideals, a loss of faith in the 
Zionist .dream. 

In fact, Latinization could con- 
ceivable lead to a far more logical 
step in cost-benefit terms; the aban- 
donment' of Hebrew altogether. 
After all, many would argue, why 
bother with a Latinized Hebrew 
when one can have the “real thing" 
— that is, English? The approach 
taken by Avinor would make the 
adoption of English as Israel's first 
language very attractive, if we want 
to plug into the international com- 
munity. 

Avinor comments with regard to 
his scheme: “I believe the only 
problem is an emotional one — and 
I am not gelling involved in that 
side. I have developed what I 
believe to be a technical solution." 

AND THAT IS just the point: His 
solution does make much sense in 
terms of technical progress and ef- 
ficiency. The rather inconvenient 
matter of emotional lies is, ac- 
cording to this approach, not too 
significant. 

But, is language merely a 
technical means orcommunication? 
Is it not an integral part of one’s 
identity, very much related to one’s 
sense of being? And is not one’s 
sense of identity, in personal and 
national terms, far more important 
than technical convenience? 

The deep emotional, personal 


and national rontS“bf language, and 
not technical convenience, can ex- 
plain the tenacity of the early 
generations of Zionist thinkers, the 
tenacity of French-Canadians in 
clinging to their language and 
culture, , and tenacity of other 
“emotionally oriented" groups such 
as the Basques. 

It is interesting to note that the 
article on Latinization has appeared 
at a time when a number of articles 
in The Post are debating the possible 
demise of Zionism. For Latinization 
is certainly linked to current doubts 
felt in many circles about the sur- 
vival — or even desirability — of 
Zionism in the 1980s or 1990s. 

Another point overlooked by 
Avinor is the painful effect that 
Latinization could have on Judaism. 

Thus, Latinization would set up a 
conflict between a Latinized 
Hebrew, which would be the func- 
tional language of Israeli society, 
and a rather quaint “old Hebrew" 
(on the level of Church Slavonic in 
the Soviet Union), which would be 
relegated to the "quaint” rites of 
religious Jewish communities 
throughout the world. 

WHILE 1 understand Avinor's 
motivation and fully support Israel's 
integration into the modern world 
of technology and cjommerce, I can- 
not possibly support integration at 
any price. 

Israel can plug [into the inter- 
national grid throiigh an improved 
educational system which stresses 
technical English' and provides 
English-language training from pre- 
school age, as well as through ex- 
pert translation of scientific texts. 
We need not sacrifice Hebrew on 
the altar of progress. 

The author is chief translator and 
English-language editor in the Labour 
and Social A ffairs Ministry. 


Sweetness 
from the 
bitter 


TORA AND FLORA 
L.I. Rablnowitz 


Scriptuul portion (Seventh Dity of 
Pessnh), Exodus 1 3. 17-1 5.2C». The 
verse discussed is 15.25. 

"And they came to Mar ah, and they 
could not drink of the outers of Mar ah 
because they were hitter.... and he 
( Moses) cried out unto the Lord, and 
the Lord showed him a tree tuid he 
cast it into the water and the waters 
became sweet . " 

THE BIBLE affords no hint as to 
the identity of the tree that 
rendered the bitter waters of Marah 
sweet and potable. Ibn Ezra merely 
comments, "We do not know the 
identity of this tree," but he adds 
that “the rabbis have identified it." 

A number of suggested identifica- 
tions are put forward in the various 
midrashim, but all of them, without 
exception, have one point in com- 
mon, that like the waters of Marah, 
the sweetening remedy was itself so 
bitter as to be inedible, but the addi- 
tion of the bitter plant to the bitter 
waters rendered them potable. 

R. Joshua plumps for the olive, 
the traditional bitter plant of the 
Bible, which gave rise to the beautiful 
midrash on the olive leaf which the 
dove brought back to Noah in the 
Ark, in order to indicate "Better 
one's sustenance from the hand pf 
God, even if bitter, than from man, 
even if sweet." 

It should be noted, however, that 
it Is the leaf which is referred to, 
whereas in the case of Marah, it was 
the wood, and all the other in- 
terpretations seem to lake that fact 
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Could It have been olive leaves? 

into consideration. Thus R- 
Nehcmiah is of the oplnioh that it 
.was. Uiu-willowv ol-ltersrlhat-h-^wu- 
thc rant of the fig tree, or the root of 
the pomegranate "than which there 
is nothing more bitter." 

Strangely enough, however, oun 
the vnrious suggestions, a plant that 
can hardly be called a ‘‘tree’’ has 
gained general acceptance. The 
midrosh appreciates the difficulty, 
commenting “the sages, however, 
ore of the opinion that it was the 
hardufna. which can possibly be 
regarded as a tree, and there is no 
plant more bitter," and the pseudo- 
Jonathan Aramaic translation of the 
Bible actually renders the wore 
"tree" in this verse as “hardufna, 
thus regarding the Identification u 
certain. 

The hardtffha is the oleander. 
evergreen shrub growing wild ID 
Israel. Not only is it exceedingly Bit- 
ter, but also, according to 
Mishna (Hullin 3.5), it is poisonous, 
with the result that it is 'aid down 
that it was forbidden to eat fowl tn« 
had been fed on it. ' ' 

Truly the miracle of the sweeten- 
ing of the waters of Marah was wn 
is called by the rabbis "a miracle 
within a miracle." 
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Nation answers 
call to help tiie 
handicapped 


By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Tens of thousands of Israelis — 
from inmates at the Ramie prison to 
art collectors who bid for rare 
treasures — responded last week to 
Israel TV’s Teletrom to raise funds 
for the country's handicapped 
children. 


Organizers of the event,, had ex- 
pected to raise no more than IS20 
million, but they were deluged with 
donations and pledges totalling 
almost IS 30m. (over $3m.) Israel 
TV’s first telethon — for Kam- 
puchean refugees — which inspired 
last week's extravaganza, raised 
almost IS3m. in November, 1979. 


"Thousands of people had 
volunteered their time and services 
for the handicapped children's cam- 
paign. 

The Communications Ministry 
had donated IS500, 000-worth of 
equipment and services for the 
event, which ran for five hours from 
several locations almost without a 
hitch, except for overloaded 
telephone lines. Hundreds of 
volunteers manned phones to ac- 
cept pledges, which which were fed 
into IBM computers that gave an 
almost immediate total. 

Various institutions end busines- 
ses ran fund-raising events to 
benefit Teletrom. 

An auction of rare historical and 
art objects brought in almost IS2m. 
The most expensive object to be 
purchased — and then donated to 
the Tel Aviv Museum — was a col- 
lection of 71 drawings and a 
manuscript by Israeli artist Nahum 
Gutman. MK Shlomo Eliahu, an in- 
surance magnate, paid IS330,000for 
them and then presented them to the 
museum. Sir Isaac Wolfson bought 
a silver ashtray signed by Jimmy 
Carter, Menahem Begin and Anwar 
Sadat that had been donated by MK 
Moshe Dayan. 

American actor and comedian 
Jerry Lewis, an old hand at 
telethons who was making his first 
visit to Israel, showed a serious 
mood when conducting the 
Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra, 
and went for laughs with a pan- 
tomime of a typist. 

British singing star Donovan 
teamed up with his young daughter 
to perform a sweet melody that won 
enthusiastic applause. 

One donor contributed a plot of 
land for the construction of a youth 
village for autistic children, while a 
building firm and an architect 
pledged their services to make it a 
reality. In addition, tens of thou- 
sands of children donated their al- 
lowances and birthday-present 
money; handicapped youngsters 
pledged their savings; a pensioner 
donated a one-room flat she owned. 

Even the Nakash brothers, who 
emigrated to the U.S. and es- 
tablished the successful Jordache 
jeans company, called in from the 
Stales to- contribute IS750.000. 

A gold necklace designed by 
Israeli sculptor Ya’acov Agam, 
which was presented to Aliza Begin 
last month, was donated by the 
premier’s wife and sold for 
IS 1 50,000. ' . 

' A public committee headed by 
former Supreme Court Justice Yoel 
Susstnan will convene to allocate 
the money raised by Teletrom in the 
near future. 
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Now. through Time Sharing, the world's 

newest and most exciting vacation concept, 

you can own a piece of Israel for as little as SL200. 

You can own a spacious, beautifully furnished 
hotel room (average price — $2,500 per week) or apart - /' 
ment (average price — $5,000) on Tel Aviv’s // 

luxury Mandarin Apartment Hotel. 

You buy it only for the number of weeks 
you would require it each year. / w bir et* 1 

Once you've bought it, it’s yours. To do — "" 

with as you please. You can use it year 
after year, you cun rent it. you can soil . 
it at a profit or you can exchange it. j Brl 

All you pay is a small annual maintenance fee. 

Holiday anywhere in the world ^ yo 

Through RCI. the world's largest Time 

Sharing Exchange organization you have **■ 

the opportunity to exchange your vacation 

time in Israel for a choice of 400 vacation ■'-'-'2^ ^ 

resorts in 25 countries through the world. ’ i 

Condominiums and lease-back plans available. 

WHEN YOU INVEST IN A PIECE OF ^ 

ISRAEL YOU GET MORE THAN JUST A ^ 

VACATION. ^ 

For full details contact any of the Mandarin 
offices today 
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OUT OF JERUSALEM 
SHALL COME FORTH BEAUTY 

Outstanding Judaica in Sterling 

(Many Of These Works Of Art 
Have Been In Exhibits Of Judaica 
In Museums In America And Israel.) 

Exquisite 18Kt. Gold Jewelry 

Some Pieces incorporate 'Ancient 
Artifacts Found In Israel, 

Or Judaic Themes. 

Original Designs By Ruth Matar 
Made In Her Yemin Moshe Workshop 

We also have a lovely selection of Original 
Hand Painted Ketubot (Wedding Contracts) 
made up by talented Jerusalem Artists; 
the Ketubot are reasonably priced, with the 
pertinent individual particulars of the brtdal. 
couple, lettered in magnificent calligraphy 
. ' by our Jerusalem Scribe. 

An ideal wedding, or anniversary gift. 

So, too, we have other 
Hand Painted Jewish Art 
appropriate for special persons, 
or occasions such as a Bar Mitzvah, 

Bat Mitzvah, A Family Tree, Mizrahs, 
Maimonides Oath (For Physicians), 
all of which can be personalized, 
are suitable for framing, and are 
signed by the artist. 

Send £5 for our catalogue 
which may be deducted 
from the price of any order. 

Ruth Matar Gallery & Workshop 
Yemin Moshe Quarter 
23 Pele Yoez Street 
Jerusalem, Israel 
Tel: 245886, 249887 
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Good friends in France 


By HELGA DUDMAN 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
WHEN Prime Minister Menahem 
Begin asked Pastor Charles Chaix, 
of Sarcelles, near Paris, why he and 
his wife were working so hard for 
Israel, the pastor replied, to Begin's 
amusement: “If Jesus bad been 
Chinese, we would be working for 
China." 

During the Yom Kippur War 
ceasefire, Chaix distributed, among 
other gifts, hundreds of transistor 
radios to wounded soldiers. "But 
these were always presented by rab- 
bis or other Jewish hands," ex- 
plained Mme. Chaix when I met the 
couple recently on their 14th visit to 
Israel. “U must be perfectly clear 
that our Christian action hasn't the 
slightest missionary intent." 

The couple had wanted to come 
during the war: Mme. Chaix is a 
trained nurse and her husband, 
whose title denotes that he is a 
Protestant in contrast to the 
Catholic “priest," was a 
physiotherapist before studying for 
the church. But the Israel Ambas- 
sador to France advised against this 
act of volunteering “for political 
reasons." 

Since then, their aid to Israel, 
made possible through contribu- 
tions from concerned French 
Protestants, has reached impressive 
proportions. It includes three am- 
bulances, delivered to Magen David 
Adorn and now used in Ashdod, 
Metulla, and the Upper Galilee set- 
tlement of Biranil; and two in- 
cubators for premature infants, now 
in use at the hospital in Safad. 

Their fund-raisjng has practically 
no administraiivehverheads: all in- 
formation leaflets are written and 
printed by the couple themselves. 

The Israeli connection led to a 
Lebanese connection, and a con- 
tinuing involvement with Major 
Sa'ad Haddad's enclave in Southern 
Lebanon. This began with a visit to 
the Good Fence, a visit which so 
impressed them that, unlike thou- 
sands of other visitors, they decided 
to take action. 

The plight of the war widows, 
orphans and wounded now occupies 
an important part of their fund- 
raising, and a regular stream of aid 
is transmitted to Southern Lebanon. 
The French couple enter the 
enclave four or rive times during 
each visit to Israel. 

Pastor Chaix explains: “We help 
these Lebanese because they are 
Christians, and because they are 
Israel's ally." 

He is anxious for Israelis to know 
something of the story, he told me, 
"so that Jews should know that not 
all Christians are indifferent to the 
sufferings of their brothers." 

One powerful exception to the 
uncaring attitude of die Christian 
world to the plight oF the Lebanese 
Christians, he noted, is the German 
church organization Caritas. He is, 
of course, well aware of the “Voice 
of Hope" operation, but has prac- 
tically no contact with the 
American Evangelists, for a vast 
cultural difference separates them 
from the Centre Action Evangeli- 
que, a group of some 300 French 
Protestant clergy headed by Chaix 
to aid persecuted Christians 
throughout the world. 

For one thing, I the pastor and his 
wife, Georgette, 'can speak directly 
to their Lebanese "freres" in 
French. For another, the many 
snapshots he has taken in Lebanon 
— rows of black-garbed widows, 
rows of neatly dressed children 



Pastor Charles Chaix with his wife Georgette and Major Sa'ad Had- 
dad, the commander of the Christian militias in southern Lebanon. 


against a rocky village background 
— are reminiscent of nothing so 
much as vignettes of French villages 
during the German occupation. 

CHARLES CHAIX was born in the 
village of Chambon-sur-Lignon, 
whose inhabitants, he said, suved 
many Jews and paid a high price: 
(he Germans killed many of the vil- 
lagers, all Protestants. (The name of 
the pastor is entered in the annals of 
Ynd Vnshem.) 

His mother used to say, “The 
Jews are my people, und who hurts 
them, injures me." 

As a young man, after completing 
his training as a physiotherapist, he 
was struck by blindness and, ac- 
cording to the doctors, had no 
chance of recovery. 

"After five years of blindness, I 
suddenly recovered my sight. There 
was no medical explanation and it 
certainly seemed a miracle. I 
decided, then, to devote my life to 
the service of God." 

The great difference between 
Catholics und Protestants in a 
country like France may not always 
be clear to Israelis. Slutcd in ita 
oversimplified way, it is reflected in 
the weight given to the Old Testa- 
ment — studied und emphasized by 
Protestants — as compared to the 
New, on which the Catholic Church 
has built its dogma and tradition. 

Put another way, again over- 
simplified: for Catholics, Jesus was 
killed by the Jews; for Protestants, 
Jesus was a Jew. It is safe to say that 
French anti-Semitism is found 
among the 97 per cent of its popula- 
tion which is Roman Catholic, but 
far less so in the 2 per cent of its 
Protestant population, who are 
generally not in the country's 
economic or social elite. 

"I BELIEVE the Catholic Church is 
gradually emerging from its tradi- 
tion of anti-Semitism," said Chaix. 
“Bui it will be a slow evolution, and 
will certainly not occur in my 
generation." 

Meanwhile, Jews are certainly 
worried — "and 30 we many of us, 
who feel deeply about the blot on 
our country during the Holocaust." 

Against this background, the 
Centre Action Evangelique and its 
Pain aux Hommes (Bread for Man) 
campaign organizes its various ac- 


tivities. For instance, two days after 
the attack on the Rue Copemic syn- 
agogue in Paris last November, 
Chaix handed his friend, Rabbi Wil- 
liams, who heads it, a cheque to aid 
the victims and published a moving 
account of the dangers of “indif- 
ference.*" and of "Christian anti* 
Scinitisni." 

At quite a different level, a con- 
tribution of 35,000 francs was con- 
veyed by the organization to a 
Jerusalem yeshiva, the personal 
donation of a Frenchwoman for the 
rehabilitation of needy families. 
"And she is merely a teacher, by no 
means u rich woman," said Chaix. 

As n Protestant pastor, he does 
not wear clerical garb, is not 
authorized to perform the marriage 
ceremony, and is himself not only 
married, but a greut admirer onus 
wife und proud of their partnership. 

"I have an exceptional wife," he 
made a point of saying when she left 
us briefly to bring some material. 
"It is only because of her that I can 
do what I do. It Is very true, as the 
saying goes, (hut behind every effec- 
tive mtin is an intelligent woman. 

Their relutlons with Miyor Had- 
dad ure today unusually frie najy. 

- -based- rnrhamautnirraTTWoi k deww— 

of political evaluations. 

"The first time we met, he wu 
polite but quite distant," *f l0 
Georgette Chaix. “After all, he has 
been interviewed and photograph® 
and looked at u great many uni® 
Then, when we produced aid an 
showed that we intended to cob- 
linuc to do so, that we backed our 
goodwill with deeds, his attitufl 
changed completely." . 

The couple’s attitude is 8un ’ 1 l J'i“ 
up In the comment to visitors: D® 
not remember the Good Fence as 


ourist attraction." . 

Their Israeli friends inclw 
•resident Yitzhak Navon, wiw 
yhom they had a warm convers- 
ion (in French, of course) and vr. 
iamuel Mashiah, director, of w 
lafad Hospital, which has been in 
lenefieiary of important donation. 

They are full of admiration 
he way the Safad Hospital cares ^ 
ncdical cases from Southern 
-ebanon and have conveyed _ 
tory in their fund-raising i lean ■ 
rhe details may. In fact, be 
mown in certain: circles in Eur p 
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Haim Shapiro takes it very easy down at the Dead Sea. 


A BATH attendant, Lea.'has been 
busy slapping mud on my back and 
shoulders. That done, she wraps me 
in plastic and then a sheet, topped 
off witli a blanket. I close my eyes 
blissfully und sink back into the 
warm mud. 

I am lying back on a cot in the 
treatment centre of the Moriah 
Hotel on the Dead Sea, the area's 
most luxurious spa facility. Guests 
and outside visitors using the treat- 
ment facilities are examined by a 
doctor beforehand, to determine 
the course of the treatment, but I 
suspect that many, like me, enjoy 
the treatment as a hedonistic ex- 
perience as much as for its 
therapeutic value. 

The treatment was the highlight 
of a visit to the region, a welcome 
change in a day of visits to building 
sites or vacant lots, destined to 
become hotels, it also helped to ex- 
plain one question which had been 
bothering me: why do people come 
to stay at the Dead Sea? 

Stay they do, despite the admis- 
sion by all concerned that there is 
nothing to do there once the sun 
goes down. Benny Amdursky, assis- 
tant manager of the Moriah, hotel 
chain and chairman of the Dead Sea 
hotel association, told me the area 
has the highest occupancy rate in 
the country, a yearly 71 per cent. 

Many come to cure themselves. 
In addition to those who seek relief 
from joint ailments in the hot 
mineral baths, there are many 
hundreds who seek the beat known 
treatment for psoriasis, the skin 
ailment. 

These sufferers are to be found in 
the Bolarium at Hamei Zohar, where 
they can expose their sores to the 
sun without being disturbed by out- 
siders. 

The sun treatment at the Dead 
Sea is considered far better than 
most hospital treatment. Experts ex- 
plain that the extra layers of at- 
mosphere at this lowest point on 
earth serve to filter out the harmful 
infrared rays of the sun, making It 
possible to soak up the beneficial 
ultra-violet rays without fear of sun- 
burn. S-> beneficial is the treatment 
that German and Austrian .sick- 
funds send psoriasis patients here, 


ruther than keep them in hospitals, 
and the Danish government hus 
recognized (he Dead Sea treatment 
as hospitalization for all legal pur- 
poses. 

The last, seems to be part iully due 
to the efforts of Dr. Willy Avrech, a 
skin expert originally from Den- 
mark, who has made himself the 
patron and guardian angel of the 
psoriasis patients. It Is he who 
comes to the tourist authorities to 
point out that the fence around the 
solarium is beginning to sag, that an 
open shower drain is a potential 
cause of accidents and that the steps 
leading down into the sea have 
shifted. 

Writing it all down is Avi Bruck, 
director of the Government Tourist 
Development Corporation, a body 
not only involved in sprucing up 
such existing facilities as the 
solarium, but which also has plans 
to turn the entire south western 
coast of the Dead Sea into one vast 
tourist complex. 

In addition to the three hotels 
that now line the shore, another two 
are being built and two other hotels 
are in the planning stage. Other jxo- - 
jects for the immediate future in- 
clude extending the public beach, 
construction of a four-kilometre 
boardwalk between Ein Bokek and 
Hamei Zohar and the installation of 
a small park. 

Bruck is convinced that the Dead 
Sea has a future as a tourism site for 
the general public, and not only 
those seeking health cures. The 
Dead Sea, he says, can replace the 
coast of Sinai which Israel is to give 
up under the peace treaty with 
Egypt. Visitors will come, attracted 
by desert tours, sound and light 
shows, and of course the sun. 

But not everyone shares his 
views. Eli Goren, chairman of the 
local council, is convinced that the 
area needs a far less forceful ap- 
proach. People come to recuperate, 
he stresses, and they need peace 
and quiet. There should be enter- 
tainment, but it must be in keeping 
with the character of the site. 

Meanwhile, back in the mud- 
pack, the heat is slowly penetrating 
into my back and shoulders. The 


nurse comes in and takes my pulse, 
from the temple. “Did you have 
enough to drink today?" she asks 
accusingly. "Did the doctor ex- 
amine you?" 

I am forced to admit that the 
doctor, a personable young chap 
who has been at the Dead Sea for 
four months, did not actually ex- 
amine me. Eventually . Dr. Ya'ncov 
Saidi, who is on util 24 hours u day, 
comes into the manager’s office 
wearing a white terrydoth robe. He 
suffers no joint pains, but it seems 
that he too enjoys the treatment. 

He explains that to be effective, I 
one needs a week or two of treat- ! 
ment (average cost — IS 100 to 
IS 150 a day) not including room and 
board). But many patients do 
return, telling of great improve- 
ments. Often the Dead Sea baths 
are enough to enable a sufferer to 
forego surgery. Others, who came 
unable to walk, leave fully fit. 

Dr. Saidi says there is no question 
the treatment is efficacious, but 
there is no research to determine 
exactly how or why it works. As for. 
me, 1 admit lo having a stiffness in 
my shoulder that becomes a bit 
painful when I stretch my arm. The 
doctor recommends the "combined 
treatment" mud followed by a sul- 
pher bath. 

Lea asks how hot l would like the 
bath, 34 or 38 degrees. Ready for 
the limit, I immediately told her 38. 
"Are you sure H won’t be too 
hot?" she asks. 


Having no ideq as to how hot it 
will be, 1 assure htr I can take It. in 
the end she decides to make the 
bath somewhere between 34 and 38 
degrees. She unwfaps me and I get 
into the bath, niud and all. The 
water bubbles around me. The 
purse tells me to keep my shoulder 
under the water ti get the best ad- 
vantage. 1 


I lie back, letiiu the water bubble 
around me. As nr as I am con- 
cerned I could (lay all day, but 
eventually a bell mgs and Lea takes 
me out. She tells\me I can take a 
shower Jf I like but the sulphur Is 
good for my bodt. The rest of the 
day I may smell Jjke a rotten egg, 
but I don't care. ' 
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SHE ARRIVED in Jerusalem 54 
years ago in an open horse-drawn 
carriage, in one of her poems, she 
compared that first entry into the 
Holy City at night to an annihilation 
of the soul: "... the spectacular dark 
swallowed mountains/ And court-' 
yards, bushes and trees/ And the 
horses strode on the face of the 
heuvens/ Among the stars.'* 

Later, she found she had to con- 
tend with the equally annihitatoiy 
bright noonday light refracting off 
the stones, extinguishing thought, 
melting boundaries and singularity: 
"Jerusalem entrapped/ My fTee 
soul/ 1 drowned in the light/ 1 forgot 
my name." 

Zelda Schneerson-Mishkovsky, 
known to readers of Hebrew poetry 
as "Zelda," seems to regard her 
poems as tools in a perpetual battle 
to stave off personal extinction. 

But in her oblique way, she 
acknowledges that she has fallen 
captive to the Holy City. She says 
that Jerusalem, which she has seen 
grow from a town of 50,000 to a 
capital city of some 350,000, "hasn't 
really changed. The air and the hills 
remain. The city overcomes its in- 
habitants and what they may try to 
do to it. New waves of people come. 
But they too are absorbed and 
become Jerusalemites. "Have no 
fear." she concludes, smiling, **- 
Jerusalem will never change." Her 
voice trails oil, "... the light, the air, 
the stones." 

Zelda. one of Israel's most 
renowned poets, speaks slowly in 
short, clipped sentences, her words 
conveying precise meanings. She 
hoards words and shuns elaboration 
or explanation. There are long 
ruminative spells between sentences 
during which she seems completely 
alone, oblivious. She responds to 
questions with disjointed words, 
quietly dropped into the room's 
space like telegrammes with no 
destination. 

With her very round, white Slavic 
face, the childless but grandmother- 
ly Zelda who was born in 1916 in the 
Ukrainian town of Chernigov, pro- 
jects benignity. 

Israeli novelist Amos Oz once 
described Jerusalem as a magnet 
"for eccentrics and lunatics of every 
persuasion and from every corner of 
the globe." 

Even by these standards, Zelda is 
an unusual Jerusalemite. An ultra- 
Orthodox Jewish poet, she is scion 
of a famous Hassidic family and 
cousin of Rabbi Menahem Mendel 
Sehneerson, head of Hassidism's 
largest (the Lubavicher) sect. Zelda 
half-jokingly describes herself as "a 
hassid by temperament," though 
Judaism does not allow women to 
claim such a title. 

Zelda allows herself to be 
photographed, which many devout 
Jews regard as sacrilegious. She has 
even been interviewed on television 
and owns a set. “It’s a recent thing," 
she tells me, apologetically, "and 1 
. watch it infrequently." 

She says she Likes nothing better 
than the housewifely role 
prescribed for women in traditional 
Judaism, but Zelda's poetry — 
much of it deeply brooding and 
Ixrical, with strong sexual under- 
tones — singles her out as a very un- 
common believer. 

"1 grew up in the Russian 
tradition." she explains. "My 
mother, a devout Jew, was well-read 
also in Russian secular literature. It 
is the Polish-Jewish tradition which 
restricts women to the home and to 
a narrow ethnic outlook." 

Zdda herself likes to read the 
"great" Russian novels in the 
original, modern Hebrew writers, 
"and I dabble a little in traditional 
Jewish texts and exegeses" she says. 
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PORTRAIT 
OF ZELDA 

After 54 years in Jerusalem, where she grew 
like a cyclamen in the rock/ says the 
Post's BENNY MORRIS, the daughter of a 
famous Hassidic family has earned 
recognition as one of Israel's leading poets. 
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Since the death of her husband and self-centred ness, 
and mother a few years ago, Zelda "l am interested in the world," 
has lived in a small Hat at the end of she says, and refers to her poem 
a quiet, religious, Eucalyptus-lined about Levi Neufeld which she ad- 

street in Jerusalem's Sha’arei Hes- mils is the only one of its kind that 

sed quarter. Of her childhood home she has written, 
located not far away, Zelda once Neul eld was a suspected 
wrote: "1 bloomed in a stone house/ murderer who committed suicide Id 
Without a yoke, without a purpose./ 1963. His body was found In an 
Like a cyclamen in a rock.” abnndoned Arab house near 

Zelda's deep-set eyes with their Jerusalem about a year after his 

bright, brown orbs constantly in death. A post-mortem cleared him 
motion, appear to focus on of ul I suspicion after it was proved 
everything but her guest. Almost thnl he had died before one of the 
embarrassingly modest and shy, she murders. Zelda still speaks oftheaf* 
smiles frequently, sadly. fair with a quiet passion. 

Zelda has been composing poems When suspicions arose alter he 
since her teens. Over the decades disappeared that Neufeld had 
only a handful were published, murdered three people with a sub- 
usually in obscure trade or proles- machinegun, "some of his acquain- 
sional journals. tances all of a sudden recalled 'his 

But in the late 1960s, her friend slrange ways’ and 'his strange eyes.' 
Aza Zvi suggested that they collect The affair haunted me like a dyb- 
everything published or locked buk," says Zelda. But later, after 

away in her desk and seek a she wrote her poem, they thanked 
publisher. Reluctantly, Zelda her for a portrayal of "that tortured 
agreed, and received instant ac- soul." 

claim with the publication in 1968 of [ n 1964 Zelda wrote of the 29- 
her lirst volume. Critics spoke ol year-old Auschwitz survivor; "In 
the | ‘ purity, precision a nd the Lap of the Grasses He Wept... 
simplicity" of her verse, ol IIS His curls ran like a secret river/ like 
"lyrical heights and spiritual s ilk, like peace/ When they washed 






depths," of the tone of "a sustained 
prayer" and of "the obtrusiveness 
of death." 

She has published three more 
slim volumes since, which doesn't 
aptly reflect almost a lifetime of 
writing. "1 have long periods of pas- 
sivity. They too are part of the 
process," she says. 

Zelda only writes poetry. "1 once 
tried a short story. But it turned into 
a poem," she smiles. "And I feel no 
desire to write criticism of other 
people's work." 

SHE RECENTLY retired Irom 
teaching school — her profession 
since graduating. high school in the 
early 1930s. "1 like teaching grown 
aps and the early primary school 
grades — not so much those in 
between." Nothing, she says, gives 
her greater joy than "introducing 
little children to the CJarden of 
Eden or to Abraham and David and 
Solomon." 

Her grandfather and father, both 
rabbis, died within u year of the 
family's arrival in Palestine in I92t». 
"We set out from Odessa in the 
Soviet steamship Lenin," recalls 
Zelda. She has not been out of the 
Holy Land since. 

"For years, I didn’t have the 
money. Going nhrond then was ils 
improbable ils travel to the moon. 
Now," she smiles, and looks down 
at her hips and legs swathed in 
a dark, flowered, .lluor-lcngth skirt, 
"I am too heavy." She says site rare- 
ly ventures out of her flat 
nowadays. 

Zelda's world has shrunk 
in the past decade. Once it 
encompassed the schools in which 
she taught, her husband and his af- 
fairs, her mother, and a wide circle 
of friends. The number of friends 
has since diminished, and Zelda 
passes her time in'her three rooms, 
with her books and poems. She 
speaks or her poems as of children: 
“Once they are written and 
published, they are no longer mine. 
They have become independent, 
separate beings, with a life of their 
own." 

Zelda's poems largely shun the 
“outer" world — of the State, 
politics, society, the Jewish people 
— and only infrequently does she 
refer to the “inner circle" of family, 
neighbours, friends, the street out- 
side her window, except to use them 
as props or accessories in the 
portrayal of her inner world of emo- 
tions and introspection. But she re- 
jects the charge of self-absorption 
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him of muck and blood/ From the 
dark pit." 

"The grasses didn’t urge him 10 
live/ The grasses didn’t urge him to 
get up/ The grasses sung/ Of the joy 
of the soul/ Meeting in the world to 
come/ Us father and mother/ And its 
Creator," she wrote of Neufeld. 

Of herself Zelda has written: “It is 
slrange to be a woman/ Simple, 
homely, flaccid/ In a fierce genera- 
tion, u generation of violence/ To be 
shy, weary/ I11 a cold generation,® 
generation of salesmen... To exist 
between conquerors/ And the con- 
quered." 

Not a very "political” person, 
Zcidu hus opinions which she ex- 
presses in her quiet, diffident but 
firm way. Site won’t express con- 
crete opinions about the occupied 
territories “as that’s u matter lor ex- 
perts, generals, strategists. But we 
must keep what is necessary for 
security, for survival, for continued 
life." Obliquely critical of expan- 
sionism on historical-religions 
grounds, Zelda suys, “The 
paramount consideration must be 
security. It must determine policy- 

"People in Israel seem to 
denigrate each other, themselws, 
the stale, litr loo much. There is 1 
tone of despair, a type ®’ 
masochism. In fact, tilings aren't flu 
bad or all good," she says, "We are 
no worse than anyone else. Weve 
done nothing to be ashamed o f fl 
the sight of ollicrs, tnougn p* WP 
we should be ashamed ^of so®* 
things before euch other.” 

Much of Zelda's poetry «« 
with religious subjects, the SabbM . 
tho Day of Atonement, uw. 
Nothing that has happened a w 
lifetime has shaken her b cll “ 
God’s goodness and existence, 
intentions and methods arc , 
always fathomable," she says, ret 
ring to Auschwitz. "Sometime 5 ! , 
seems to us to be turning 
face away. That’s all that one 
really say." kflJl4 , 

She sits in her old stone h 
reading her books, weighing 
words, entertaining friends. _ 

"... my house is built on the ■ , 

I live on the edge of the rooj 1 ! - 
of the stars/ On the verge « . 
and sunsets." . . „ cw 

Zelda seems to be waltiflj 
writes a lot about Death. 
taken from her almost eyWJ® n p 
has loved. "1 met him 100 ^ 

she says simply. B ^' 71*1% 
she writes: "I am grate! ul to a B ^ 
leaf/ for a leaf is a/ hand/ J fl - 
pulls my soul out ol Ihe • 
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ECONOMIC OPINION 

INFLATION CAN only go on as 
Icing as somebody gains from it 
while somebody else loses. 
However, this redistribution of in- 
come and wealth, which is the - 
raison d'itre of the process, can only 
be effected if gome income flows 
and some assets remain quoted in 
fixed nominal terms, and prices, 
wages and financial assets are not 
adjust ed frequently, 

A recent study of the hyperinFIa- £ 
tions of the Twenties In Germany, s 
Austria and Hungary by Thomas P. 8 
Sargant of the Minneapolis Federal * 
Reserve Bank Bhows that they all F 
came to a sudden end. In an article s 
in Lloyds Bank Review, Professors r 
Nicholas Kaldor and James ' 
Trevithick refer to the same c 
pheno men on, and say: * 

‘-'"As'mHation accelerates, the fre- e 
quency of price adjustments is in- 
evitably increased and this means f 
that, beyond a certain point, the ac- v 
cumulated backlog of unadjusted ^ 
prices outstanding at any point of c 
tin\e will begin to diminish. < 
Ultimately, if the inflation ac- 1 
celerates far enough — as 1; 
happened with the great German c 
inflation of 1 923 — ail prices are ad- v 
justed daily so that the backlog dis- 
appears. At that moment the infla- * 
tion may suddenly come to an end ( 
as the force which kept it going ® 
ceased to operate. This is a possible ' 
explanation of the puzzling r 
phenomenon of the sudden cessa- n 
lion of a great inflation." c 

In Israel, we have not waited for 
the acceleration of inflation to that r 
destructive rate at which price ad- -I 
justments would be made daily. We 1 
have refined n system of indexation I 
thnl made sure that prices, wages, ' 
contracts and financial assets would t 
be adjusted periodically so as to f 
leave no great backlog of out- 
standing adjustments 1 

As u result, nearly all income c 
flows and private financial invest- 
ments were contractually protected tl 
against inflation. The great excep- h 
tion was, as I pointed out li 
last week, the biggest lender b 
in the economy — the stale. Us h 
loans were given unlinked or only ^ 
partially linked, resulting in a vast 
transfer of wealth from the public B 
treasury into private hands. c 


AS LONG AS inflation ran at a 
monthly rate of 2-3 per cent, the 
system of indexation worked 
reasonably well; it forestalled the 
public indignation that would have 
clamoured for an end to inflation 
without it, and thereby ensured ac- 
ceptance of the largely unnoticed 
redistribution of wealth that went 
on. Price adjustments in a largely 


Make-believe inflation 

With prices and, wages moving in tandem, inflation has 
become almost meaningless, writes Post Economic 
Editor Meir Merhav in this Viewpoint. 


oligopolistic economy, generally 
stolpa march on previous cost rises; 
and, if there was an outstanding 
backlog, it was not great and was 
periodically caught up with. The 
same is true for wages: they fell, in 
real terms, recurrently, but basic 
wage hikes supplemented the cost- 
of-living allowances and at times 
even over-compensated wage 
e arner s. 

Until 1975, the exchange rate was 
fixed and represented one nominal 
value that absorbed some of the ef- 
fects of inflation; the "creeping 
devaluations" since then and until 
October 1977 reduced that absorp- 
tion, but did not eliminate it entire- 
ly. There was stilt no automatic 
devaluation of the currency in line 
with inflation. 

Former finance minister Simha 
Ehrlich's "economic upheaval" in 
October 1977 introduced a drastic 
change, which greatly accelerated 
inflation and imparled a self- 
maintaining momentum to its 
mechanism — although it made no 
chnnge in ils bosic causes. 

The currency was floated, accom- 
panied by a nominal devaluation of 
47 per cent 10 facilitate the elimina- 
tion of direct export subsidies. 
From then on, the exchange rale 
wus adjusted, by the intervention of 
the Bunk of Israel, to domestic in- 
flation. 

A major nominal value hud gone. 
1 he massive (Jev;iluati>m b» Misled 
costs; an increase 1 in value-added 
lax from 8 to 12 per cent reinforced 
that. Wage demands, to compehsate 
for the sudden upsurge in the cost of 
living, became insistent — and 
broke through the agreements that 
had kept them nominally stable at 
least for six-monthly intervals. 

Most importantly, however, the 
government, in fear of a flightjjf 
capital as a consequence of the new 
convertibility of the currency, in- 
troduced the foreign currency ac- 
counts — an Isradollar, as 
it has been called — which 
induced a flight from nominally fix- 
ed Israeli currency into these only 
slightly less liquid acc ounts . 
Another nominal value went by the 
board. 

THE NEW-FOUND convertibility 


of the currency also soon led to an 
influx of capital borrowed short- 
term abroad; to prevent this from 
lowering the exchange rate so as not 
to hurt exporters, the central bank 
had to buy the' foreign “cuF 
rency, putting - more - domestic cur- 
rency in circulation. This played 
havoc with another nominal value 
— the domestic money supply, until 
this was partially counteracted by 
subjecting foreign borrowings to a 
penalty Interest charge. Partially — 
because the restriction can be, and 
is, evaded. 

Another shackle on the central 
bank’s monetary control was forged 
by the subsidized credits to exports, 
whose volume is determined by the 
size of exports andjiy inflation. 

Lost but not least, the govern- 
ment’s creation of money to finance 
its excess spending — allegedly the 
prime cause of inflation — also 
largely came to be its result, rising 
with the nominal increase in 
government expenditures. 

Meanwhile, the government con- 
tinued to make feeble efforts to 
curb inflation on the demand side. 



Former finance minister Simha 
Ehrlich... “then cube the economic 
upheaval . ” 


Fewer days lost in strikes last year 


By ARYEH WOLMAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

The number of days lost to the 
economy through strikes fell by 59 
per cent last year compared with 

1979. More than half the days lost 
were in the public sector. 

Figures released last week by the 
labour relations department of the 
Ministry of Labour and Social Af- 
fairs show that strikes cost the 
economy 216,516 working days in 

1980, compared with 529,369 the 
previous year. A total ofonIy91,4Sl 
workers joined in strikes, compared 
with 250,420 in 1979. The number of 
total strikes fell from 116 to 84, 
while the number of partial strikes 
and sanctions fell from 98 to 54 
between 1979 and 1980. 

The ministry's chief labour rela- 
tions officer, Nahman Ori, said the 
tenacity with which the government 
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had imposed wage agreements, 
backed by the employers and the 
Histadrut labour federation was the 
main immediate cause of the 
decline in labour disputes. The 
recession and rising unemployment 
may have been one of the un- 
derlying causes, he added. 

The number of days lost through 
strikes rose steadily from 51,333 
in 1974, in the wake of the Yom 
Kippur War, to a peak of 1,071,961 
in 1978, when there was a long 
teachers’ strike and seamen's strike. 
Labour and Social Affairs Minister 
Israel Katz safd last week, however, 
that there has been a sharp rise in 
labour disputes in the first few 
months of this year. A similar in- 
crease was noted before the Knesset 
elections in 1977. 

Israel is likely to rise several 
places from her midway position in 
the table comparing the proportion 


of working days lost in national 
economies inJ980' prepared by the 
International Labour Organization. 
This year's flgurel emphasize the 
relatively harmonious labour rela- 
tions in Israeli industry by inter- 
national standards and the poor 
. record or the public services sector. 

Sone 54 per cent of the total 
number of working'days lost were in 
government services and 40 per 
cent were in industry. The otner 
strikes were in transport, com- 
merce, finance, buildings, 
electricity, water did personal ser- 
vices. The Histadrut sector ac- 
counted for 5 per cjnt of the strikes. 

The figures also |how that 30 per 
cent of the strikes {were over wage 
and bonus demands, 23 per pent 
were caused by the withholding of 
wages. Other cause| include dismis- 
sals of workers and renewal of work 
, agreements. I 


[These were purposely not vigorous 
'enough to cause a deep recession 
land mass unemployment, but they 
(were sufficient to keep economic 
activity at a level of stagnation. This 
reduced the government's tax 
•revenue and, since expenditure 
commitments are rigid, increased 
.the deficit and the creation of 
money. The liquidity so supplied al- 
lowed inflation to go on at much the 
same level of output and employ- 
ment, which would have been 
depressed without it, with uncertain 
results with respect to infl ation. 

1 As inflation was wound up, year' 
after year, to a higher level — By 
cost pushes imparled by the govern- 
ment with the aim of reducing real 
demand — it gathered its own 
momentum. Expectations came to 
play an increasingly important role, 
as prices were fixed and wage de- 
mands framed so as to hedge against 
inflation. Wc now largely huve infla- 
tion because we had it before. 

PRICE ADJUSTMENTS became 
increasingly frequent, from quarter- 
ly to monthly, and many arc no 
longer quoted in Israeli currency at 
all, but in U.S". dollars. All contracts 
have become linked. Wage adjust- 
ments huve become quarterly in- 
stead of semi-annual, with ad- 
ditional advances and wage hikes to 
compensate for the partial cost-of- 
living allowance and for particularly 
sharp price increases. 

The end result fs that, almost ns in 
(he case of the Central European 
hyperinflations of the Twenties, in- 
flation has become almost 
meaningless in the market for goods 
and services. Prices and wages 
move nearly together on a rising 
nominal scale. The very poor are 
still penalized in the intervals 
between the adjustment of their 
pensions and social benefits — • but 
for most current economic activity, 
inflation no longer has any real ef- 
fect. It has largely become a make- 
believe inflation, the only Important 
real effect of which is that it 
transfers wealth from the public to 
private individuals. This effect, 
however, has its locus in the wage- 
price spiral that impels nominal in- 
flation in the market for goods and 
services. 


The gyrations of this perpetuum 
mobile threaten to tear apart our 
social fabric. Uncertainty, political 
and economic, is rife and condemns 
the economy to continued stagna- 
tion. If a stop Is to be put to It, one 
must answer the question why the 
excess demand that is constantly 
recreated becomes translated Into 
higher prices rather than Into bigger 
output. 

The answer, which Is highly rele- 
vant to one ingredient in the cure 
for inflation, is that the Israeli 
economy is predominantly made up 
of monopolistic and oligopolistic 
firms. When these encounter, at any 
given time, a demand in excess of 
their current — nearly always 
below-capacity — output, they 
maximize their profits by increasing 
prices, not output. And when their 
costs are pushed up uniformly, 
through devaluations, wage in- 
creases, indirect taxes or any other 
factor that affects them all, they act 
in concert and raise prices without 
fear of any of them losing his 
market share to rivals. 

The counterpart of the 
oligopolies is organized labour, 
which — happily — is in Israel 
powerful enough to resist all but in- 
termittent cuts in the real wage 
level. It has less power to prevent 
unemployment, but that — on a 
scale that might eventually, after a 
long period of deep recession, force 
prices down — is not a politically 
fcusihic option and is the nio.xl 
destructive of all possible choices. 

The mechanism is, in the last 
analysis, the wage-price spiral or, 
better, the cosl-price-wage spiral. 
Any remedy Lo inflation must break 
ihiit. and must do so without caus- 
ing it to collapse into recession and 
high unemployment, which a severe 
cutback on government expen- 
diture might do 

Since inflation is, by now, very 
much a pointless process, it is, as 
Profe-; 3r Michael Bruno noted (in 
the February issue of Mlgvan, the 
Labour Party journal) relatively 
easy to slop quickly. I would go 
further and say that if the role of ex- 
pectations in maintaining it is to be 
eliminated, it must be done at one 
stroke. 

THE REMEDY involves, as I shall 
try to show in the next article, the 
restoration, immediately and 
simultaneously, of the nominal fix- 
edness of the major cost variables 
— with the support of several other 
measures, and an almost 
simultaneous renewal of economic 
growth. 

This Is the second of three articles. 


How state firms fared 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Economic Reporter 

The real profits of government 
companies during the fiscal year 
ending March, 1980 fell by 20 per 
cent, mainly because of the losses 
suffered by El Al and a decline in 
the profitability of Israel Aircraft 
Industries, the Israel Electric Cor- 
poration and Mekqrot. This picture 
emerges from the report of the 
Government Companies Authority 
recently presented to the minister of 
finance. The report covers-181 com- 
panies in which the government was 
involved. 

If El Al Is left out of the picture, 
the overall profitability of the other 
180 companies was IS445 million 
before taxes, a real growth of 14 per 
cent. 

The report says that El Al'a losses 
resulted from lower passenger fares 
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coupled with the higher prices paid 
for fuel. 

The lesser profitability of the 
Israel Electric Corporation and 
Mekorot was caused by the prices 
for its services which are fixed by 
the government and by the schedule 
by which these prices are brought 
up lo date. 

During the fiscal year covered by 
the report, the total turnover of the 
181 companies came to IS 12.5 bil- 
lion. These companies then 
employed some 63,000 workers 
(about 5 per cent of the national 
labour force). The exports of these 
companies grew by 20 per cent, 
reaching SI ,568b. Some 20 per cent 
of these exports were defence- 
industry related and some 17 per 
cent, phosphates and chemicals. 

Between 1977 and the end of 
fiscal 1980, the government dis- 
posed of 17 companies. 
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Quality of Israeli engineers 
attracts U.S. companies 


By LEON HADAR 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
NEW YORK. — A shortage of 
highly trained engineers in the U.S. 
is sending a growing number of 
American high-technology com- 
panies lo Israel to set up sub- 
sidiaries. Business Week reports in 
its latest issue. 

The weekly notes that Israel is 
becoming so important a source of 
engineering talents for many 
American companies, that entire 
products are being designed there. 
Right now National Semiconductor 
is employing tens of Israeli 
engineers to develop its new 32-bit 
microprocessor, which will compete 
against similar products by 
Motorola. Intel, and Texas Instru- 
ments around the world. 

Business Weekly reports that 
American businessmen are impres- 
sed by the high quality, large 
numbers available and the low cost 
of skilled labour in Israel. Salaries 
of engineering graduates in Israel 
arc about 40 per cent of whal they 
are in the U.S. Also, American 
businessmen are attracted, ac- 
cording to the weekly, by the Israel 
government's financial incentives 
for foreign companies willing to in- 
vest in research and development 
projects in the country. 

The weekly quotes Leon 
Rich man. president of AEL Inter- 
national. that the combination of 
lower salaries and government sub- 
sidy nteuns that "it is costing us 30 
per cent of what it would cost to do 


the same type of research in the 
U.S" 

Marshall Butler, president of 
AVX, a New York-based company, 
which announced recently that it 
would establish a research and 
development project in Israel, told 
Business Week that “we selected 
Israel primarily for the country's 
abundance of highly qualified scien- 
tists. engineers and technicians. 
Their educational system is way 
ahead of their industrial needs, so 
they’re graduating a tremendous 
number of engineers. You have to 
fight for them in the U.S." 

Felix Znndman, president of 
Vishav Intertechnology based in 
Malvern, Pa., which develops and 
manufactures precision resistors in 
Tel Aviv, said that in contrast to the 
situation in the U.S., where 
research engineers are moving 
from company to company, "in 
Israel we have not had one person 
who left the company." 

The Business Week article is the 
third in a series the weekly 
published in the last three months 
on “Opportunities for American 
companies in Israel." Another arti- 
cle reported on E.F. Hon Corp. 
joining the Weizmann Institute's 
Yeda company in a joint R&D ven- 
ture in the area of biotechnology. 
The weekly also reported on the 
success of Israeli high-technology 
companies like Scitex to sell their 
shares in Wall Street. Similar 
reports appeared in other American 
publications. 


Tax break sought for new firm 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Economic Reporter 
Intel Electronics, which was 
recently established in Jerusalem as 
a subsidiary of the American Intel 
electronics firm, may receive a par- 
tial exemption from capital gains 
tax. Finance Minister Yoram 
Aridor has asked the Knesset 
Finance Committee lo approve the 
exemption. 

The arrangement would Free the 
company from tax on income equal 
to the rate of the increased value of 
the dollar (the inflationary part of 
capital gains) arising from the sale 
or the shares of the Jerusalem com- 
pany's subsidiaries. 

After several years of negotia- 
tions. the government recently suc- 
ceeded in persuading the American 
company, which produces 
electronic components, to set up a 


plant in the capital. The company 
established the local subsidiary 
partly as a result of the lax break. It . 
is seen as a coup, being the first time 
a large high-lechnology firm has 
taken steps to operate here. 

The planned investment from 
abroad is 585 million, with the in- 
tended production output set at 
5100m. All the shareholders are 
foreign residents. 

The Jerusalem company will, in 
turn, establish subsidiaries abroad, 
in which it will invest the profits ac- 
cruing from its overseas exports 
After paying Israeli income tax. 
Since the local company may wish, 
at some point, to sell its shares in its 
own overseas subsidiaries, and since 
the current tax laws require pay- 
ment of Israeli capital gains lax on 
such sales, Aridor is seeking the 
partial exemption. 
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Beersheba maker of fences, 
sewing machines expands 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Economic Reporter 

The Beta Engineering and 
Development company, which* 
makes security fences and com- 
puterized sewing machines, Iasi 
week opened an addition to its plant 
which will enable the firm to double 
its export production during the 
coming year. 

The 6,000 square metre addition 
to the Beersheba firm will boost ex- 
ports from $3 million in 1980 to 
S7.1m.' according lo Beta director- 
general Yoel Amir. 

The company's rapid growth in 
recent years — exports in 1978 were 
only $450,000 — was due mainly lo 
its development of computerized 
sewing machines for industrial use. 
These machines, which comprise 70 
per cent of Beta's output, are 
capable of sewing complex designa- 


at high speed. 

The company has made inroads 
into markets in the U.S., Europe 
and South America, and is now«. 
panding in the Far East. More than 
200 niuchiues were delivered in 
their first 18 months on the market 

Security fences and mine- 
detection devices make up the other 
30 per cent of the firm's output, lie 
fences are found today on all conti- 
nents and arc used Tor guarding fuel 
installations, power plants and 
nucleur reactors. 

Beta now employs 170 worker) 
and plans lo absorb another 100. 

It was founded in 1966 as a one- 
room workshop by two men. Today 
the American-based Gerber Scien- 
tific Instrument Company owns ft 
per cent of the firm, Clal Industrie) 
owns 35 per cent, and the rest of th 
shares are held by the founder), 


President Yitzhak Navon shown 
as he prepares to set a foundation 
stone for the first structure in the 
new Kfar Havradim in Western 
Galilee. At Navon's left is in- 
dustrialist and former MK Stef 
Wertheimer, initiator of the com- 
munity. iScoop R* 

M^’alot noi£. accepts 
Rose Garden village 

MA’ALOT (Him). — The Ma'alol 
local council no longer objects to 
the establishment of Kfar Havradim 
(Rose Garden Village) in its vicinity, 
council chairman Shlomo Buhbot 
announced April 9, at the corner- 
stone laying ceremony for the new 
village. “The dispute is a thing of 
the past and we must all now join 
hands to develop Galilee," he stres- 
sed. 

The people of Ma'alol, a develop- 
ment town, originally argued there 
was no need lo establish a new com- 
munity — which would probably at- 
tract affluent Israelis — when there 
was plenty of room in Ma'alol lo 
build new homes. 

Kfar Havradim will be built 
around science-based industries. If 
all goes according to plan, the first 
residents will be moving in within 
two years. 


Hotels abroad earn considerably more 

Profit margin in local hotel 
industry shrinks almost 7% 


By MACABEE DEAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Gross profits in the 
hotel industry catering to foreign 
tourists dropped from )9.4 per cent 
of turnover in 1978 to 12.8 per cent 
in 1 970. The outlook for 1980. for 
which figures are only now being 
collected, is for the downward trend 
to continue, according to a survey 
just completed by the firm of Buwly, 
Millncr & Co., certified public ac- 
counts. 

In comparison, the average gross 
profit of tourist hotels abroad m 
1978 was 27.8 percent, rising to 2 9.2 
per cent in 1979. Figures fur l‘>80 
tire not yet avuilahle. 

The survey points out several 
causes for this drop in profitability. 
The main cause in 1980 was the fact 
that the value of foreign currency 
earnings rose by 105 per cent, while 
the cost-of-living index rose by 133 
per cent. 

Since hotels pay (heir expenses 
according to the index, they were 
caught in a sharp “bind” by the 
lower income from foreign cur- 
rency. 

This drop in profitability has con- 
siderably slowed down investment 
in building new hotels or adding 
rooms to existing ones. At the end 
of 1980, some 4,900 rooms were un- 
der construction (2,400 in Jerusalem 
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Pierre Cardin and Kitan 

TEL AVIV. — The Kitan textile 
complex has signed an agreement 
with the French fashion designer 
Pierre Cardin to produce clothes for 
men, women and children, und bed 
linen und curtains. The contract will 
run for three years und can be 
renewed. 


P\<iK 21) 


THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION 


alone), but only 750 are expected to 
be finished in 1981, adding about) 
per cent to the total number of 
rooms. 

Occupancy dropped from 65 per 
cent in 1978 in M per cent in 1975. 
A survey of hotels in five other 
countries showed that occupancy 
rose from 73 per cent in 1978 to 75 
per cent in 1979. 

There has been a considerable 
change in the range of countries 
sending tourists to Israel in the pasi 
decade, a period in which overall 
figures rose from 680,000 in 1972 lo 
I .tjriS.ono in I9,su. Tourism has in- 
creased at a rate of about 5 per cent 
a year over the last two years. 

The number of tourists from 
Ituropc, accounting for 40 percent 
of die total in 1971, rose to 61 
cent in 1980. Conversely, l!» 
number of tourists from the US. 
dropped from 49 per cent of the 
final in 1971 lo 29 per cent in I9w 

file re was a switch from five -liar 
to four -slur hotels, the top luxuiy 
liosiclrics losing 3 per cent of their 
guests, while die scciiml-lcvel hotels 
picked up 9 per cent more. 

M nreove r, 1 980 s aw a fall in 
PL-ciipnncy lif T5I 7\Viv eyr-J 
cent, while there were increase) « 
15.8 per cent in Nelunya, 
cent in Film, 12.5 per cent an* 
Dead Seu resorts, and II per centra 
Tiberias. 


El A1 names American 
to run U.S. operations 

NEW YORK. — El Al hnsanajj 
ced the appointment or 
Schneider us general manager 
North and Central Am*” , 
following the resign ation, 
Yerachmiel Shrem, currently KJJJ 
vice-president for North ■ 
Central America. .. 

Schneider, a former dtrec , 
marketing for British A ,r w»^[ r 
most recently president of " • 
Freight Inc., is the first Amcrt^V’ 
heud El Al’s American opera"* 
Canadian general-manager ■ 
Adiv, has been elected chain™? f 
the Association of A* 
Representatives in Canada. ^ 

LENSES - A plant to 
met lenses is now being 
In Kibb utz Hanita, in the no ^ 
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Foreign buyers at Jewelery Week 


By MACABEE DEAN 
Jerusaleoi Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. - Over 300 foreign 
buyers are attending Israel's fifth 
Jewelery Week, being held at the 
Tel Aviv Hilton. 

"This is the first time buyers are 
coming from Italy, the world's 
largert manufacturer in the field — 
and it Is a good indication that Israel 
has established, a competitive 
foothold in this type of adornment," 
Noga Ben-David, a local manufac- 
turer, and chairman of the event’s 
organizing committee, said. "In 
1980 we successfully sold our 
.products throughout the Common 
Market, although we have no 
special customs advantages, as we 
have in our exports to the U.S," 

On display at the Hilton are 
the products of some 70 manufac- 
turers, and the aggregate value of 
the- items runs into several 
million dollars. Most of the jewelry 
is made of gold, often set with 
precious stones. 



Gad Soen, who heads the Light 
Industries Division in the Ministry 
of Industry, Trade and Tourism, 
said thut* 1980 was a bad year for the 
jewelry trade, but that business had 
begun to pick up towards the end of 
the year. During the first months of 
the current year, (here had been a 
40 per cent increase in exports. 


Exports comprise about 40 per 
cent of machine-made gold chains, 
which have a small added value; 20 
per cent hand-made gold chains, 
whose added value ranges from 30 
to 40 per cent; and 40 per cent of 
rings, ear-rings, pendants and 
broaches, which have an added 
value of about 60 per cent. 

In 1978 total exports in these 
fields stood at $46. 3m. In 1979 they 
rose to $80m. and in 1980 they also 
stood al $80m. 

Last year Israel's exports to the 
U.S. dropped by 16 per cent, but the 
country managed to maintain the 
overall figure of S80m., by its suc- 
cessful penetration of the European 
market. Here exports rose by 170 
per cent in West Germany, to a 
total of $13m., and by 300 per cent 
to England, to a total of S6m. Ex- 
ports to the problematic Japanese 
market stood at $600,000. 

Total exports this year are ex- 
pected to be between SlOOm. and 
SI lOnt. 


Labour’s own economic plan 


Jerusalem Post Staff 
TEL AVIV. — The Labour Party's 
candidate for finance minister, 
Prof. Haim Ben-Shahar, said that if 
Labour forms the next government, 
he would present a four-year 
economic plan to reduce inflation 
and to ensure growth. 

He did not rule out the imposition 
of edicts which the population 
might find painful, but did not 
specify any facet of his programme. 

Bcn-SImhar spoke in a television 
interview in what was his first public 
pronouncement after being named 
Labour's choice for the Treasury. 
He said his first reaction on hearing 
party chairman Shimon Peres make 
his offer was “Why me?" He over- 
came his hesitations only when as- 
sured that the director of the giant 
Koor industrial complex, Naftali 


Blumenthnl, would be designated 
his deputy. 

Bcn-Shuhnr hus asked to be 
relieved of his duties us president of 
Tel Aviv University until after the 
elections. The university's executive 
council is lo discuss the request. 

According to Bcn-SItuhar, 
"Israel’s economic ills date back to 
1973, when the country's economic 
growth ground to a near total hull. 
The real economic failure was that 
tlm '<) mpi i .m wax n>*'i 
and- deal! with at the beginning. Our 
needs nnd expenses grew, while our 
income did not keep pace. Out of 
the gap came inflation." He argued 
that the way to curb inflation must 
involve renewed growth. 

Ben-Shahar said the Likud inten- 
tions were fine both when former 
finance minister Yigael Hurvitz 


Communications law hits snag 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 

The cabinet last week failed to 
approve the draft bill establishing a 
slate corporation for telecom- 
munication, Bezek, because 
Attorney-General Yitzhak Zamir 
said the draft contains too many 
legal snarls as it now stands. 

The Cabinet secretary, gave no 
details. 

Bezek will be set up, apparently 
after the elections lo take over the 
telephone, telegraph, telex, radio 
and television* services now 
provided by the Communications 
Ministry. 

After Communications Minister 
Yoram Aridor presented the draft al 


Bank Hapoalim to open 

TEL AVIV. — Bank Hapoalim will 
soon open a representative office in 
Mexico, it was announced recently. 
The new office, to be located in 
Mexico City, will be the fourth 
operated by the bank in Latin 
America. The others are in Caracas, 
Sao Paulo and Buenos Aires, \yith a, 
banking subsidiary in Montevideo 
and Punta del Estc — Uruguay. 

: The Mexican office will promote 
trade between Israel anc| ; Mexico 
and seek to expand ties wjtti finan- 
cial institutions an£ correspondent 
banks in that country* 

Bank Hapoalim has already* 
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the weekly cabinet session, 
and asked for cabinet approval to 
table it in the Knesset on May II. 
Zamir outlined the legal complica- 
tions contained in the draft. 

The cabinet decided to put the 
draft bill in the hands of the com- 
mittee of ministers for legislation 
and askThe committee to meet this 
week for as long as necessary to 
secure agreement among its 
members on an amended draff. 

. Aridor said he would try to pre- 
sent the cabinet soon with a second 
draft bill to establish a postal 
authority, which would take over 
the mail service from the Com- 
munications Ministry. 


office In Mexico 

begun working in that direction 
with the establishment of a joint 
fund together with National Finan- 
cier SA (NAFINSA) or Mexico, to 
promote joint ventures between the 
two countries for selected industrial 
projects. 

The fund is an outcome of the 
Mexican government's policy of- in- 
troducing’ high-technology in- 
dustries, which can contribute to 
the' rapid development of. the Mex- 
' jean economy. Within this context 
the Mexican government seeks to 
encourage Israeli firms: which can 
provide machinery and know-how 
'■> m high-technology fields. 


when his successor, Yoram Aridor, 
set out to withdraw money front cir- 
culation by offering lax cuts for curs 
and appliances. The problem, he 
said, "lies in implementation, 
because economic action cannot 
concentrate on a single facet of the 
problem. Both lax cuts and 
budgetary curtailments must be 
gradual and combined with 
growth," he maintained. 

Ben-Shahar admitted that he 
lacks political clout, but "it is also 
an ud\ .image because 1 .un m>l in- 
volved in the internal Labour Party 
battles between Peres and Rabin or 
about who would become the new 
party secretary-general." 

He said that if Labour is not 
returned lo power this summer, he 
would have to evaluate his future 
moves and consider a return lo 
academic life. 

Negev Phosphates 
had $9.8m. profit 

ORON (Him). — The Negev 
Phosphates conpany ended the 
fiscal year with a$9.8 million profit, 
on a turnover of $130m., and ex- 
pects lo increase its output by a 
third in the coming year. 

Company general manager Yosei 
Shalit announced this recently dur- 
ing a press tour tf the firm's plants 
in Oron and Zin.jHe also cited the 
growth in output (luring the last five 
years, 95 per cent of which is ox- 
ported: from 140,000 tons of 
phosphates in 19.76/77 to 2.4 million 
tons in 1 980/8 Li Exports, are ex- 
pected to rise to jm. tons this year. 

New technique^ have led to more 
efficient utilization of raw materials. 
A new type of phosphate processed 
al Oron needs twdthtrds less energy 
to produce than tie standard type. 
At Oron and Ziil waste materials 
are now used to produce phosphoric 
acid. / 

The company plans t6' id vest, 
together with the Energy Ministry, 
$2.6m. during the coming year' in 
the search for new phosphate 
'deposits. \ 

To cut down an transport costs, 
the company operates its own ship* 
ping subsidiary, together with Zlm, 
with a fleet of .l6jshlps 


WHY PEOPLE ELY WITH US. 

• We ore o computerized agency, connected to all airlines, 
with o fully experienced sroff. 

• We And for you the most economic rate, without sacrificing 
your convenience. 

• We con hove your richer wlihln minutes, waiting for you at the 
oirporf when o business trip suddenly occurs. 

• We deliver the documents anywhere In Manhattan to your hand. 

• We occept all major credit cords. 

TOR BOOKING ONLY - CALL COLLECT 
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TWO STOPS N EUROPE 
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lf your ticket doesn't have a FLY 6 SEE imprint, you probably piki more 
rhan you shoula have. 

BOOK NOW TO GUARANTEE CURRENT RATES 
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Tired of Television? 

Looking for another way of entertainment? 

Try the vibrant experience of £ 

-//V 

G/NG 

the moat popular 






• You project the words - from handsomely illustrated color slides - 
in vo welled Hebrew 4 full English Transliteration; 
and at the same time 

e You listen to the melody - from a cassette - sung by the well- 
known Israeli singer Shull Gad. >Not familiar with a certain song? 
. . j Simply "rewind" and replay it as 

cNJOY the \ many times as you wish! 


Hava Nagila, VTia-er eineinu, 

Bashana Haba-a, Rad Hala>yla, 
Ose Shalom, Ufaratzta, 

Tumbalala-yka, Y’did Nefesh, 
Y'erushala*yim shel Zahav, 
Erev shel Shoshanim — 


V'c 
WlL* 

(J 


H3&> 


and 17 more melodies, 

totalling 27 EXCITING SONGS- DriaBrali', 'JCUTfriy 1 

* in privacy or while entertaining friends/guests^JjjjBB I 

* at family gatherings ( children adore singing! ) 

* at Camps and in Community tenters. 

And for JEW/SN SCHOOLS. "an extremely valuable & 
easy means of teaching songs, a source of pleasure and delight". 


ju. Moshe (Ph. 212 Uwsoo 

pout rw jfajj t0 |] Z 35 Q Broadway *1217-New York, N.Y. 10024 
Please send me _set(s) of 49 Slides + L cassette, at US$48.So7^ 
(hi US A, Canada, Mexico) or US$51.50 (all other countries -I 
i My CTkque is efelosep. shipped by Airmail.) | 

I Name ■ • *'*" " \ 

i — z 

I^City & State Zip a Onctm 

Our complete collection includes 165 Slides with Trans- 
literation and 1050 Slides In Hebrew only {the Hebrew 
words are always vowelledl). Brochures on request,. 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 



THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 1981 

Inquiry into riots needed 

THERE WAS, il is true, no intrinsic connection between the “blood 
vengeance" attack by villagers from Julis on their neigh boursal Kafr 
Yasif, and the rioting by protestors ugainsl the demolition of illegally 
built structures at Tel Aviv’s Ezra Quarter, on Tuesday. But both in- 
cidents suggested again that the spirit of violence was abroad in the 
land, and the suggestion is worth pondering. 

The muss incursion of rampaging youths and even women from 
Julis into Kalr Yasif. which cr.ded in the murder of two local people 
and the wounding of eleven, was preceded by the fatal slabbing of a 
spectator from Julis during a soccer game between the two Arab 
villages' teams in western Galilee. In terms of the traditional mores of 
Middle Eastern society, this was more or less a case of lii-for-tat 
which merely needed to be followed by the ritual sulfia, or reconcilia- 
tion, between the warring clans — unless it went through another 
round of blood-letting first. 

Even Israeli Jews sometimes look benevolently, if in principle dis- 
approvingly, on this sanguinary trudition. To their credit, those 
among the people of Julis who gave their opinion in public yesterday 
made no great effort to urgue thul the hooligans’ original motive was 
in any way relevant to the resulting outrage. 

Somewhat surprisingly, the loudest complaint coming from Karr 
Yasif has been directed not at the neighbours — not even to the ex- 
tent of suggesting, as might be all too easy, (hat this was another case 
of the officially favoured Druse, armed with IDF ammunition and 
with a sense of closeness to the seat of authority, taking the law into 
their own hands in pouncing on Moslem and Christian Arabs. 

The rnujor complaint is aimed at the police, for being, so it is 
claimed, unaccountably and tragically late in arriving on the scene 
with proper reinforcements to stay the hands of the assailants. 

Not surprisingly ut all, the police have brushed this criticism aside. 
They insist that, but for the decisive intervention, the carnage would 
have been worse. Dr. Yosef Burg, the minister in charge of the 
police, has compared the incident with the violent riots in Brixton. 
London, this week. The comparison is rather forced. In Brixton, it 
was the police who were themselves in large measure the object of 
the rioting. 

In any case, an official inquiry headed by one of England's most 
senior judges, Lord Scarman. is to be held into the events in Brixton. 
The pogrom — which is really the righl s word for it — at Kafr Yasif 
deserves nothing less. 

Perhaps there should also be un inquiry into the background of the 
riots that erupted ut Tel Aviv’s Ezru Quarter two days ago. There, 
too, the police were not overly conspicuous in keeping law and order, 
after rioting had been sparked off by the demolition of un illegal 
building. 

Admittedly, it is a rather "dirty” and certainly a than Jdoss job 
enforcing regulations against unlawful construction, especially in a 
part of Tel Aviv where, for years, a gang of public-land robbers have 
had their writ accepted as the law. 

The worst pari is that these local mafiosi can always bank on grass- 
roots support from minor violators who believe they depend on these 
godfathers for their livelihood, if not life. To appear to be depriving a 
poor family or the roof over its head, is not a pleasant task for the 
police. 

Tel Aviv's mayor Shlomo Luhat, too, may have lost a golden op- 
portunity to push through his present campaign ugainsl illegal 
building by failing to capitalize on the demolition of the notorious 
Greiver house in Gedera four months ago. The momentum 
generated by (hat long-delayed action would have mude the job or 
the police in Tel Aviv that much easier. The time lost cannot now be 
recouped. But the mayor, and the police, must jointly decide whether 
they intend Lo go through with this campuign — or to content them- 
selves with a lonely demonstration of noble intent. 

If an inquiry could help reach that decision, let there be an inquiry. 


Economic see-saw policy 

THE CONSUMER PRICE index for March published yesterday 
provided no surprises; it was predicted to be around five per cent. 
March is always a month of relatively low price rises, and the lax and 
price cuts effected by Finance Minister Yoram Aridor — proclaimed 
so loudly as his answer to inflation — have hardly had any effect. 

Mr. Aridor is now riding the wave of the future — that of April and 
May, which may be the only future he has left. He is frantically 
looking for ways to shave off a point or two from the sleep price in- 
creases expected in these two months — even if it means building a 
certain und still higher inflation later. 

Nothing illustrates this sce-saw "policy’’ betler than the finance 
minister’s Pessah gift of lower prices, for two weeks, for eggs, small 
und large, and milk products, including expensive cheeses — and the 
simultaneous hike of the costs of animal feed, water, fuel and other 
goods, which arc bound to lead to higher prices for milk products, 
poultry und meat later on, or to call for increased subsidies. 

Mr. Aridor has so far not succeeded in restoring direct subsidies to 
exports so us to let him slow down the devaluations. He has, however, 
not yet relented his pressure in that direction, and may give up only if 
and when he realizes that, even if he succeeds, this will be loo late for 
his mu in purpose in the whole gnme — to garner votes. 

As economic policy, nothing that is now being don<? makes sense 
any longer. As election politics. Mr. Aridor has, from hisjioint or 
view, come to the Treasury cither too late, or has started his gim- 
mickry too early. The public views his capers with a healthy 
cynicism, and is likely to judge him, not by holiday sale of eggs and 
cheese, but by the luck of responsibility he is demonstrating so 
mutually. 


Dry Bones 
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Together again 

"WILL TWO walk together except they be agreed?" Yes they will, 
say Moshe Dayan and Yigael Hurvitz, if their mutual interests so dic- 
tate, and once they have managed lo paper over their disagreements. 

The notion of these two veteran politicos, Mr. Dayan and Mr. 
Hurvitz, "walking together" has been the objqct of some not-so- 
innneent merriment among commentators Tor some time now — ever 
since the ex-foreign minister started toying with a ticket of his own in 
the coming election, and the ex-finance minister showed himself 
ready lo join it with his own nondescript Rafi package. Although 
both gentlemen hud served in the same government under Mr. Begin, 
there was little to indicate Lhat they belonged on the same list so long 
after the demise of “historic” Rafi. 

Mr. Duyun had been an architect of the peace treaty with Egypt 
which, once approved, had caused Mr. Hurvitz lo stage his first exit 
from the cabinet. Mr. Hurvilz's second exit had been over his 
economic policy, which did not count Mr. Dayan among its en- 
comiasts. On the other hand, Mr. Dayan’s ncw-ranglcd proposal fora 
unilateral autonomy in the West Bank und Gaza was not one lo 
recommend itself very highly lo Mr. Hurvitz. 

What conceivable common ground could they devise Tor a plat- 
form to run on, in these circumstances? The whole idea was 
laughable. 

The laughter subsided when it transpired that Mr. Hurvitz had in- 
deed turned his back on Mr. Dayun's Tclcm platform, and (hat this 
had not led Mr. Duyun lo budge. On Monday night when the Rafi ex- 
ecutive met. it was assumed to be for the purpose of proclaiming.. 
Rafi's brave rebirth as an independent parly in the Knesset election. 

When the meeting opened, however, il was discovered that Mr. 
Hurvitz had during the day reached an understanding with Mr. 
Dayan, und that Rafi would join Telcm after all. The "ideological” 
figleaf conceded by Mr. Dayan for the purpose was his agreement 
lhat Jordan might bring up the matter of Jerusalem in any future 
peace talks — but only, as Mr. Hurvitz had insisted, insofar as this 
related to the holy places. 

The immediate cause oT (his sudden turnabout is rumoured to have 
been the frantic last-minute mediation effort of MK Zalman Shovul, 
Mr. Hurvitz’s associate who alone among Raft leaders had defected 
to Mr. Dayan. But the motives for the remarriage must have gone 
somewhat deeper, and a clue should be sought in the latest polls. In 
the Histadrm election last week Rafi did very badly, suggesting thut 
running independently for the Knesset it would win no more than the 
two seats it had been offered by the Likud, before it broke away. 

But Telem itself had not been doing too well. On Monday Mr. 
Dayan was iot,yel aware of Modi’in Ezrahi's latest survey result, 
which assigned Telem a mere four Knesset seals. This could be an 
understatemint of Mr. Dayan’s true electoral appeal, but it fitted 
well into a verydiscemible downward trend in Telem’s support over 
the past morth or so. Mr. Dayan may not need Mr. Hurvitz as much 
as Mr. Hur/itz needs Mr. Dayan, but the feeling is nevertheless 
mutual. 

For the moment the match cannot be considered lo have been 
finally arranged, for there are matters of placement on the list still to 
be siraighlered out (Rafi will, in any case, rcceivo no more than two 
“safe" places). But the prospects are pleasing. The two will, eviden- 
tly, wajk together, agreeing or not agreeing. Forsuch is the stuff 
high-minded politics is made of. . 
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The sleeping 
watchdog 


THE' CHARADE at the Knesset 
House Committee is on again. Just 
us it did in the case of the first set of 
charges ngainst Aharon 
Abuhatzeira, which alleged bribe 
inking by the religious affairs 
minister, so the committee is now 
biding its time on a decision to lift 
Mr. Abuhatzeira’s parliamentary 
immunity so that he could stand 
trial on a second set of charges 
about alleged embezzlement of 
funds by him while mayor of Ramie. 

Compared with the original 
charge sheet, the full complexity of 
which unfolded in the Jerusalem 
District Court over a period of nine 
weeks, the new one is said to be 
simplicity itself. If there was any 
good reason for the House Lommit- 
tee to disregard Attorney-General 
Yitzhak Zamir's warning against 
constituting itself as a court on the 
issue of immunity, there is absolute- 
ly no justification for it this time 
around. 

Even allowing that committee 
chairman Moshe Meron was right 
not to press for a decision on the 
new charges while the court was 
hearing testimony and argument 
about the first, it is unconscionable 
to have an examination of the 
attorney-general's new request put 
off by four weeks, until May II. Mr, 
Abuhatzeira may need time he still 
has not round Lo peruse the state's 
Rumlc files, the belter to prepare 
his pica to the committee against 
the removal of his immunity. But he 
surely does not need this much 
time, and the late arrival of a little 
additional testimony is a feeble ex- 
cuse for the delay. 

Ideally Mr. Abuhatzeira should 
have been tried on both counts, of 
bribe taking und embezzlement, at 
the same time, rather than con- 
secutively. But to ensure that he 
was, Prof. Zamir would have had to 
delay the start of proceedings until 
he hnd the Rumlc file ready. Instead 
he gave way, us he has himself ad- 
mitted in so muny words, to pres- 
sure by the minister’s friends for a 
speedy trial on the first count. 

Then, when the attorney-general 
i- iipy* lip -uu th-t hc c/v -nnH rJi fl f flC- 

sheel, the minister’s friends, ap- 
parently emboldened by the 
progress of the trial, raised the cry 
of persecution. The House Commit- 
tee, unduly impressed, let the mai- 
ler of the second lifting of the im- 
munity lie. And now, turning a 
sleeping eye at Prof. Zamir. U 
proposes to let it lie. some more. 

The plan behind the delay is out- 
rageously transparent. By May l‘ 
the court may be expected to an- 
nounce its verdict. If Mr- 
Abuhatzeira is acquitted, as the 
minister’s friends, let alone his; 
lawyers, confidently believe he will 
be, the renewed cry of persecution, 
will render his immunity . un- 
touchable. The proposed new tow 
will be portrayed as a politically, 
motivated retrial designed to kill 
Mr. Abuhatzeira’s career, and the 
idea will be dropped. 

That, it seems, .la what the 
minister’s friends expect to happen. 
Does the Knesset have so low an 
opinion of the role of morality Jj 
politics, and of its own standing w 
the public, as to prove them ng»* 
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READERS' LETTERS 

UNFAIR TO ISRAELI DRIVERS 

To the Editor tf The Jerusalem Post driver 
months and have nothing but praise 

“SS aolongeroc^ d “ ° ffidall > " '"“gad to 
curs in Jerusalem — courtesy to tT. ' . 

mo^iace a hL 0l not al'toN “ V°T n ' ed5 l ° " ar " “ nd 
monplace here, not as in New York, : n _ habile Rut lot no _ , „ 

B«o„, Phiiadciphia, Chieago or 

u . ® _ . thus avoid having visitors 

Having driven in France, Spam, perpetunting the myth about the 
Egypt, and of course throughout og re on the Israeli roads. 

America, I am convinced of the ROBERTS TARGAN 

positive maturation of the Israeli Jerusalem. 

SADAT'S VIEWS ON HITLER 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — In the segment of "Pillar or 
Fire" deuling with the Holocaust, 
un interview with Anwar Sadat was 
broadcast. In that interview, Sadat 
said that his World War II activities, 
which aimed at a Nazi victory, were 
simply of an anti-British nature and 
that the Germans were merely the 
enemies of his enemies. 

An examination of the facts 
shows that Sadat’s World War II ac- 
tivities in working for a Nazi victory 
were of a deeper nature. First of all, 
not all people who fought British 
colonialism were pro-Nazi. For ex- 
ample, Nehru was involved in anti- 
Fascist activities, including ac- 
tivities qp behalf of the Spanish 
republic during the Spanish Civil 
War. 

Moreover, in the Egyptian 


publication, Al-Musawwar. of Sep- 
tember 1953, Sadat wrote that he 
congratulates Hiller "from the bot- 
tom of my heart” mid that Hitler is 
the "immortal leader of Germuny." 

Finally, let us recall (hut in his 
autobiography, published nftcr his 
1977 trip to Israel, Sadat said 
openly: "I was in our village for the 
summer vacation when Hiller 
marched forth from Munich lo 
Berlin, to wipe out the conse- 
quences of Germany’s defeat in 
World War l und to rebuild his 
country. I gathered my friends and 
(old them wc ought to follow 
Hitler’s example.” (“In Search of 
Identity: An Autobiography." New 
York Harper and Row. 1978) 

RA YMOND SOLOMON 


, in the Egyptian Netanya. 

KING DAVID HOTEL JUBILEE 


lo ihe Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — The year 1981 marks the 
50th anniversary of the King David 
Hotel. We are planning a year-long 
celebration commencing at the end 
of this year through to the end of 
1982. We are planning many events, 
among which publication of a 
special book containing articles 
which have appeared over the years 
in newspapers about the King 
David. There will also be an exhibi- 


tion of articles and memorabilia. 

We would appreciate it if readers 
who have such material, 
photographs, articles, etc. would 
send them to me at the Dan Hotel 
Corporation, P.O.B. 3219, Tel Aviv. 
If they have articles of value, they 
will, of course, be returned. 

ARNOLD EPSTEIN 
Marketing Coordinator 
. . Dan Hotels Corporation 
Tel Aviv. 


SATMAR SECT 
ATTACKED 

To the Editor tf The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — As a religious Jew, 1 can- 
not remain silent in the face of the 
vulgar, rude, cynical and lewd 
demonstration held by the Satmar 
hassidim in front of the Israel Con- 
sulate in New York on March 12. 

The Satmar equation of Israel 
and Nazi Germany is one worthy of 
the Nazi-Communist-Arab axis. 

Not only must we speak out 
against this jaundiced Judaism, but 
we must also take practical steps to 
sever the Satmar sect from any in- 
fluence on our religion. We should 
consider Satmar kashrut endorse- 
ments morally tainted and not buy 
their products. Any charitable re- 
quests should be refused because 
they are not deserved. 

It is time that we pul an end to the 
Salmnr-Nelorci Kartu-PLO gang 
activities nnU assert the moral, 
humanistic views of religious 
Zionism. 

DR. FRED GELBER . 
Forest Hills, New York. 

FINE GESTURE 

To Ihe Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — One evening at the end of 
February, I rode un Egged bus from 
Canada House to Jaffa Street in 
Jerusalem. It was late and the 
streets were deserted. On the way. 
the bus pussed u person leaning 
against a tree, apparently sick. The 
driver slopped the bus, got out, 
went to the person, helped her to 
the neuresl house, returned to the 
bus, apologised for the delay and 
drove on. Kol hakavod! M.S. 

(Name and address supplied. I 
Stockholm. 

DISTORTED IMAGE 

!■■ the l ilihir ,.f The Jeru\,ileiu /’n| 

Sir, — In your Magazine ol April 
3, I read with disgust that Assi 
Dayan was showing the “ugly 
Israeli" in his new film. Why doesn’t 
he look for the wonderful people in 
Israel and so change our tarnished 
image in the Diaspora? Our writers, 
poets and film makers should show 
(he positive and good side of Israel 
and its people, 

Herzliya. ZIPMAH SEGAL 


PLEA TO HELP THE FALASHAS 

'nrouramme “Pillar nf *■ tv j y;. A,ler all > we have a State now 

KTnThe h P £ y 0 or F z7oni gT ^ PT*** 

panel of •'expert," was engaged In & ash' hSve been 
explaining how the Jewish the es“blishmem nrT, ^ , C r 
leadership and the Jewish “rad? " f " S,a1 ' of 
newspapers did not know at the u 

■time about Ihe Holocaust, that they However, in 20 years, there will 
were justified in not believing it and P^aps be half an hour allocated to 
that, in any case, they could not 1 discussion on the extinction of 
really have done anything. Ethiopian Jewry, and the “experts" 

Certainly, lack of knowledge is no SjfJJ J??* , a ba 8 fu ) reasons 
excuse whatsoever now in the case _ "J. dldn 1 kno , w ' didn't believe 
of Ethiopian Jews, who have been ® nd ma ny case objectively couldn’t 
pleading for decades to be rescued do an y t * l,n 8 anyhow, 
from the gradual extermination fac- PROFESSOR ISAAC HOROWITZ 
ing them. And now (here is no ex- Rehovot. 

A DREAM COMES TRUE 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Past maligned carrier. We would like to 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Past 
Sir, — My wife and I have just 
returned from n most memorable 
first visit to Israel, It was a dream 
coinc true. However, the wonder, 
excitement, emotion and pleasure 
that were ever present with us dur- 
ing our three-week stay in Israel is 
not the purpose of this letter. 

On many occasions we have read 
and heard much criticism by 
tourists of almost everything Israeli. 
Wc travelled El Al und have nothing 
but praise for the courteous service 
and attention to detail on this much 


go on record to indicate that, at no 
time, did wc encounter anything but 
goodwill and excellent services 
everywhere we went. At all levels. 
Israelis made a conscious and con- 
scientious effort to make us fed 
welcome. Not only were services 
not extended grudgingly, bm they 
could be emulated by many 
countries better known Tor their 
tourist trade. We ure eagerly look- 
ing forward to our next visit. 

JOSEPH RAUCH, D.D.S. 
Montreal. 


•SCAPEGOAT MADE OF EMISSARY' 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — I agree with the letter 
writer who opposed the direction 
the projected Haifa Biblcland Park 
is taking (April 2). It is just another 
of the many signs and portents of 
the Israeli death wish, as it will 
porlruy the Jewish traditional 


beliefs as merely equal lo others for 
the impressionable younger genera- 
tion. 

Although I am non-Orthodox. my 
boycott of the park is a foregone 
conclusion. 

ROBERT GR EENGARD 

Holon. 


BLESSING OF THE SUN 


Tu the Editor uf The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — Your report on the Bless- 
ing of the Sun (April 9) was first 
class and 1 wonder if you would like 
to add a postscript to the story. 

At Aroer in the Negev, south of 
Beershcba, where our students of 
Hebrew Union College are un- 
covering a city from the days of the 
First and Second Temples, the bles- 
sing was said there for the first time 


in I8UU years since vhc destruction 
of the city in the war with Rome. 

It is probably also the first time 
that future reform rabbis have 
recited this blessing and led the en- 
tire expedition in a thanksgiving lo 
the Almighty. 

A VRAM AM B1RAN. 

Director, 
The Nelson Ghteck School 
of Biblical Archaeology 

Jerusalem. 



Peking Duck 
in Petah Tikva 




Many Israelis partaking of their weekly 
portion of Wonton Soup. Spring Rolls 
end No. 47 are convinced that there 
must be some truth in the recent 
Newsweek report thit Israel is selling 
China two billion dollars worth of arms. 

If It's not true, how come the recent 
amazing growth of Chinese restaurants 
in Israel? Surely that must be Peking's 
repayment. ' 

Now the official Peklr g Review claims 
that the Newsweek allegations are 
"fabrications pure anj simple." 

While we, The Jerusalem Post 
International Edition, hre unable to tell 
you whether Israel Is selling arms to 
China or not, we can tpli you more than 
any other paper about Israel's 
economy, defence problems, 
educational and religious affairs, 
theatre, cinema, sport agriculture, 
archeology, etc., etc. j 

Flown faster than airmail every week to 
Oyer ninety countries. It's 
Indispensable. j 

I 
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